
 

 

 

 
 
28 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

We have received a number of letters seeking clarification on the arrangements for end of year for 

both A-level and Vocational and Training qualifications. 

This is extremely difficult to give at this juncture.  

You may be aware that there is presently a consultation being held by the Department for 

Education with stakeholders over what the procedure should be. That consultation closes this 

week and we are pressing to have clarification as soon as possible regarding the process for the 

awarding of grades in summer 2021. There continues to be much discussion on whether there 

should be assessed tests and how exam boards might provide guidance and training on how to 

award teacher assessed grades. In short, they are proposing: 

• Students would continue with their education during this academic year  

• A-level students would be assessed in a period beginning in May into early June  

• All assessments currently taking place for vocational students can count   

• Vocational students assessed by assignments/projects would continue  

• Assessments testing occupational competency, to go ahead even if delayed 

• Teachers would submit grades to the exam boards by mid-June, external quality assurance by the 

exam boards would be ongoing throughout June  

• Results would be issued to students once the quality assurance process is complete, most likely in 

early July 

Until the outcome of the consultation is known, we cannot be specific regarding how students will 

be assessed for either VTQs or A-levels or GCSEs.  

However, we do recognise that there continues to be the possibility of exam board set papers, 

formal tests, mock examination results and substantial work completed independently and based 

on the specification.  

With that in mind, it continues to be vitally important that students engage with online learning, 

fulfilling assignments with support from tutors and specialist teachers.  

We are very aware of the anxiety that this uncertainty is causing many of our students and will be 

doing everything to mitigate against those concerns. In the main our advice is to focus on what 

teaching staff are asking for, knowing that all students should be aiming for a grade that reflects 

the hard work they have done and will continue to do so.  

By attending lessons, completing all work and revising for any potential assessments, this will give 

students the best possible opportunity to achieve the grades they are hoping for.  I also want to 

stress that students still have the opportunity to influence their grades including those in English, 

Maths and Functional Skills.   
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We do fully understand the stresses and anxieties caused by this pandemic and appreciate that 

some students are unable to access on-line lessons for a whole range of reasons including being ill 

themselves. 

If this is the case, please keep the teacher informed by emailing them.  If access to technology is a 

problem, please contact their tutor for support, including possible access to the college campus if 

deemed essential. For help with health and wellbeing please contact our Health and Wellbeing 

team by email (safeguarding@hsdc.ac.uk ) and access information on self-help and support on the 

Health and Wellbeing Google Classroom (code: ur7eqxv) or the student sharepoint site   

https://sites.google.com/hsdc.ac.uk/health-wellbeing-displayboard/home (visible from their college 

account). 

On a different note, the Prime Minister yesterday gave the 8th March 2021 as the earliest date for 

consideration regarding schools and colleges reopening. It very much depended upon meeting 

vaccinating targets, vulnerable groups having developed immunity from the virus and the level of 

infection over the coming weeks. Although we recognise the desire and wish to get the College 

open as soon as possible we will need to continue to work closely with the Department for 

Education and Public Health England to know exactly when we fully return to delivery on campus 

for all students of all ages. 

As you may be aware, we have set up lateral flow testing facilities on all sites and are now also 

looking to participate in the Hampshire and Isle of Wight COVID-19 saliva testing programme 

which we have been invited to engage with. The saliva test is a simple, non-invasive test that is 

effective in identifying people who are infectious and are most likely to transmit the disease and 

thus is a further safeguard. I will write to you separately giving details of this programme in the very 

near future. It will be rolled out in a phased way to all secondary schools and further education 

colleges across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight and offered to all students and staff 

Finally, we wish all our students and yourselves well at this ongoing difficult time. I continue to 

believe our students demonstrate incredible courage and are a testament to their adaptability, self-

motivation and resilience, all key skills for future success.  

Kind regards 
 

 
Mike Gaston 
Principal and CEO 
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