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Sociology – A Level 
 
Sociology and BLM. The question, “what can sociologists do to 
support Black Lives Matter?” remains relevant and salient. Since 
the death of George Floyd, videos of police violence against blacks 
have increased as many bystanders and victims’ loved ones employ 
mobile phones to document police encounters. ‘Stop Killing Us’ and 
‘Enough!’ are common signs at BLM protests. During lockdown the 
“fierce urgency of now” has led some of you to join the thousands 
who have taken to the streets to protest the latest life lost but others 
to question, is this relevant to the UK? 

Did You Know?  
Systemic racism is not only an American problem. In England and Wales, black, mixed-race, and 
Asian people are disproportionately stopped and searched (Lammy 2017; Gov.co.uk 2020), more 
likely than white people to be arrested and to have force used against them (BBC News 2020). One-
quarter of people incarcerated in British prisons are from a minority ethnic group (House of 
Commons 2019; Prison Reform Trust 2020). 43% of male young offenders are from an ethnic 
minority group (Prison Reform Trust 2020). Rates of unemployment are higher for minorities than 
white people and black and Asian people are more likely to live in overcrowded and sub-par 
accommodation (The Equalities Commission 2018). Black people are also disproportionately 
affected by the ongoing Covid-19 crisis: in the UK they are four times more likely to die from the 
virus than white people (Booth & Barr, 2020). 

In Sociology, we investigate the why? Here is some reading and videos to start the discussion 
around Crime and BLM: 

1. Lammy, D (2017): An independent review into the treatment of, and outcomes for, black, 
Asian and minority ethnic individuals in the criminal justice system - 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf 
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2. The Sentencing Project (2016) The Colour of Justice: Racial and Ethnic Disparity in State 
Prisons - https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/color-of-justice-racial-and-ethnic-
disparity-in-state-prisons/  

3. Stephen Lawrence’s death prompted an investigation into policing within the UK -  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b09dss  

Tearing down statues: Vandalism or Political Protest?  

Your task is to write 500 words outlining your view on the tearing down of statues, these articles and 
videos may help. 

Questions to consider: 

1. Why do societies erect statues of people?  
2. What do statues "do"? 
3. What statues are there where you live and what are  
           they commemorating?  
4. What values do they represent?  
5. What histories are they telling? 
6. When Charlotte wrote this piece, another historian said 
           that she should not argue that historians "re-write  
           history" because it has such negative connotations.  
           What are those negative connotations?  
7. Can historians reclaim this idea? 
8. Are statues' meanings fixed, or do they change over  
          time? 
 
 

 
 
● https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/10/rewriting-history-historians-statue-

past 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdU6p_WoHMY&t=10s 
● https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jun/07/blm-protesters-topple-statue-of-bristol-

slave-trader-edward-colston 
● https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-statues-removed-down-colston-

rhodes-baden-powell-racism-a9560736.html 
● https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20170817-when-is-it-ok-to-pull-down-statues 

 
 
Covid-19 and Sociology: 

The pandemic has highlighted several inequalities within society. There has been a disproportionate 
impact on those from the working class, different age groups, genders, and ethnicities. This can be 
seen through death rates, job losses, fines, abuse cases and within the closure of education. The 
documents below outline some of these inequalities. 
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The task is to: 
1, Read the four documents within the folder attached. There is one for each of the sociological 
factors we study in Sociology - Class, Age, Gender and Ethnicity. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19pGPKUo9HWeNTe-tjWNL0VaAKHUmLghx?usp=sharing 
2, Watch the video from the British Sociological Association attached. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AU1qcXAf6kM 
3, Write 500 words summarising the Sociological Impact of Covid-19.  
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