
 

We look forward to seeing you in September! 
For further information about your college and being a student at HSDC,  

please visit hsdc.ac.uk/Havant 

A Level Music - getting FURTHER ahead! 

The following tasks are designed to complement the Getting Ahead work already set. 
They are all optional but, if completed, will give you an excellent foundation for 
beginning A Level standard learning in September - enjoy! 
 

Questions to consider 
Please consider up to six of the following questions (you could try one per week of 
your summer, with a couple of weeks off). You should provide a short paragraph 
answer for each (around 300 words - which is tricky for some of these questions!)  
 

● How are Art and Music connected? 
● What is the best way to prepare a new piece for performance? Produce a 

step-by-step plan. 
● What is the significance of music in film? Produce a case study on a famous 

film score composer.  
● What is Impressionism in both Art and Music? 
● How are Music and Dance complementary to one another? Give musical 

examples. 
● What are the origins of Opera? 
● Describe how the term ‘fusion’ is important in 20th and 21st century popular 

music. 
● Produce a case study on the 

composition process (how they 
compose) of one famous 
composer of your choice. 

● Describe Sonata Form and its 
origins. 
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We look forward to seeing you all in September! 
For further information about your college and being a student at HSDC,  

please visit hsdc.ac.uk/Havant 

Watch 
As well as watching Howard Goodall’s story of music from the previous Getting 
Ahead work, aim to make your way through Leonard Bernstein’s lecture series at 
Harvard (it is fairly long so don’t worry if you don’t make it all the way through every 
lecture; we just want to make sure you had enough to be getting on with!). These 
lectures are landmarks in Music education and will provide you with a wonderful 
foundation of understanding how to talk and think critically about music, so be sure 
to make notes and absorb as much as possible! 
 
Leonard Bernstein- Norton Lectures 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance 
 
As well as continuing to practise your instrument (and perfecting a piece of your 
choice ready for September), you can begin to get stuck into the first ensemble piece 
we will be performing together in September. The piece, called Blue-Bottle, has been 
composed by Yshani Perinpanayagam as a project for musicians in isolation. Simply 
choose a part that suits your instrument (singers, choose any part in C) and get 
stuck in! Link to parts and more information on the piece here. You can listen to 
another of Yshani’s wonderful pieces, Hedgehog, to get an idea of what we’re aiming 
for here. 
 
 

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKiz0UZowP2V0mwtNv1lc1_zUSB2O65d7
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mkEqJmY1UsjF_XSO1M20am3AceCnWrgD?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-tEuG1x5mg

