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French A Level 
 
Welcome to A Level French! This subject is fascinating, and it is great fun to study 
cultural aspects of French/Francophone society. Up to GCSE level, French (like all 
MFL) is a skill-based subject. This means that rather than content, you have been 
learning how to understand written and spoken French and how to communicate in 
written and spoken French. 
 
At A Level, you are using these skills you have acquired during GCSE to explore 
Francophone cultures. 
 
In order to prepare efficiently for the A Level requirements, you should therefore 
regularly expose yourself to French so you keep up your skills. Speaking is the 
hardest skill to practise independently so you will not be tested on this in September. 
 
Instead, your September/October assessments in French will test your skills in 
reading, listening, translation and writing on short and simple unknown material. It 
is not expected of you to know any specific content or vocabulary from the A Level 
course. 
 
To prepare efficiently for September, you need to tackle French reading and listening 
every week as well as consolidate your grammar. 

 
Therefore, you should try and complete one activity of each category per 
week. 
You will find it is taking you a step up from GCSE so do take it easy and don’t panic 
if you do not understand everything as it is normal at this very early stage. Focus on 
grasping the gist rather than all the detail. Week after week you should find this 
becomes easier. 
 
Activities 
Useful social media to follow these accounts as they provide topical and 
comprehensible material to ease you into the course. 
 
Twitter 

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
https://twitter.com/RSmfl
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Instagram 
Facebook 
 
Read 
1jour1actu provides brilliant resources for both reading and listening. Pick one of 
these suggested articles and read it through trying to understand the gist. You will 
not understand every single word and that is normal. 
 
When there is one you can, complete the interactive quiz at the end to check your 
understanding. Click on the words below to read the article and then try to write a 
short summary (50-70 words) of the article. Summarising is a new skill at A Level so 
it would be useful to start getting your head around it. Write the summaries in your 
simple GCSE vocabulary so it is written in your own words rather than copied from 
the articles.  
 
Technologie 
Bénévolat 
Patrimoine 
Musique 
Cinéma 
 
 
The day provides excellent translations of English articles in French. Pick one of 
these suggested articles and read it through trying to understand the gist (some 
useful vocab is provided at the end).  Then try to translate a passage into English, 
and check your work by clicking the “simplified English version” option at the top. 
 
Coronavirus 
Technologie 
Terrorisme 
Politique 
Cinéma 
 
Listening 
Pick one of these suggested videos/podcast below and listen to it several times, with 
subtitles first (if you have any) then without, pausing it often to try and digest the gist. 
You will not understand every single word and that is normal. 
 

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
https://www.instagram.com/hugodecrypte/?hl=fr
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2073588669595887/
https://www.1jour1actu.com/
https://www.1jour1actu.com/france/24-heures-sans-telephone-portable
https://www.1jour1actu.com/france/handicap-international-vivre-le-handicap-98901
https://www.1jour1actu.com/culture/des-ouvriers-batissent-un-chateau-fort-comme-au-moyen-age-74099
https://www.1jour1actu.com/culture/qui-etait-johnny-hallyday-20850
https://www.1jour1actu.com/culture/cannes-palme-d-or
https://theday.co.uk/translations/francais
https://theday.co.uk/translations/francais/gardons-espoir-nous-pouvons-vaincre-le-virus
https://theday.co.uk/search?q=Terrorisme
https://theday.co.uk/search?q=Terrorisme
https://theday.co.uk/search?q=politics
https://theday.co.uk/search?q=cinema
https://theday.co.uk/search?q=cinema
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Then try to write a short summary (50-70 words) of the article. Summarising is a new 
skill at A Level so it would be useful to start getting your head around it. Write the 
summaries in your simple GCSE vocabulary so it is written in your own words rather 
than copied from the articles. 
 
These websites provide challenging but manageable videos or podcasts in French 
about relevant topics: 
 
Ilini – has the option of displaying French/English subtitles and clicking on a word to 
have its translation 
 
Coronavirus 
Patrimoine 
Criminels 
Sport 
 
1jour1actu – simple vocabulary, all sorts of topics related to current events 
 
Bénévolat 
Technologie 
Politique 
Cinéma 
 
Brut – more complex and some longer videos but usually with French subtitles to 
support you 
 
Immigration 
Diversité 
Musique 
Cinéma 
 
Grammar  
It is important you are confident with GCSE grammar. This includes the different 
tenses, as well as agreements (nouns, articles, adjectives), using adverbs, 
pronouns, and some more complex structures (if clauses, qui/que clauses, 
subjunctive). 
 
To boost your confidence, you may want to use the grammar pages of whichever 
GCSE textbook you are used to or your grammar booklet from your teacher. 
 

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
https://www.ilini.com/apprendre-le-francais
https://www.ilini.com/apprendre-le-francais/nous-sommes-en-guerre-macron-met-la-france-en-confinement
https://www.ilini.com/apprendre-le-francais/france-tourism-world-champion
https://www.ilini.com/apprendre-le-francais/macron-echr-speech
https://www.ilini.com/apprendre-le-francais/why-is-kylian-mbappe-so-popular-in-france
https://www.1jour1actu.com/
https://www.1jour1actu.com/info-animee/comment-les-francais-s%c2%b9entraident-face-au-covid-19
https://www.1jour1actu.com/info-animee/comment-nouvelles-technologies-aident-personnes-handicapees
https://www.1jour1actu.com/info-animee/a-quoi-ca-sert-un-maire
https://www.1jour1actu.com/info-animee/qui-a-invente-le-cinema
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSKdvgqdnj72_SLggp7BDTg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfoMJZfAWSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYCJ06rNEVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJYDlyw4auQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L99FSkgE54
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However, for a more interactive and thorough practice, please pick one of these 
suggested websites and work on at least one tense and one other language point 
per week. 
 
BBC Bitesize 
Tex’s French Grammar 
Memrise.com 
 
Tips from former A Level French students:  
 
 

● The great thing about studying French is that you make progress 
without realising it; you are just exposed to the language so much that 
you get better without it feeling like hard work. 

● The most intimidating is speaking, and how much more spontaneous 
and opinionated you have to be at A Level. Reading and listening 
around the topics definitely helps boost your confidence. 

● I wish I had brushed up on my grammar before starting the A Level 
course as it would have been easier to focus on the new content if I 
had been secure on my tenses already. 

● Listening is definitely the hardest skill, so get as much practice as you 
can early on to get used to the quick pace. 

● It is nice to have class discussions and debates as it doesn’t feel like a 
traditional lesson; it is more relaxed and you can make the most of it to 
ask questions and help each other. 

● The one thing I didn’t realise at first was the importance of knowing 
some facts around the topics, so following Hugo Décrypte on 
Instagram was a massive help to improve my cultural knowledge. 

Please visit the AQA A level French (Year 1)  web page  for further information. 

 
 
  

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zr8bmfr
https://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/gr/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2VhV8SratI8Ktn3sTZstP9wKRAk-aVUTMm_nVFg1dkIBElLpxN4qJU7L4
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7651

