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Photography – A Level 
  
Photography is an ever-changing medium that stretches across fields, including 
press and editorial, advertising, fashion, fine art, the natural world and scientific 
recording.   
 
Photography is about evoking emotion, curiosity and experiences in the viewer, it 
can also be a reality check. Everyday photography makes significant impressions on 
all our lives. Millions of images are made and taken on a daily basis, they have 
unknowingly changed the way we think about and see our world.   
  
  
Activities  
Task 1: Essay - The Early Days of Photography  
  
Write an illustrated essay (with pictures) linking the connections between Thomas 
Wedgewood 1734-1797, William Henry Fox Talbot (1800-1877) and Anna Atkins 
(1799-1871)  

  
  
Find out some biographical information on each inventor, for example, what 
backgrounds/interests did they have in the sciences or in art? How/did they all know 
each other? Look at their individual contributions to the invention of photography. 
Write about the processes they pioneered and used. Try to compare and contrast 
their work. Use some of their photographs as examples to help you discuss/write 
about their work. Do you like the images, are you interested in how they were 
printed? Do they still exist? Your own opinions and thoughts on their work will give 
your writing deeper meaning and demonstrate an understanding of what these early 
pioneering photographers were attempting to do.   
 
Word process your essay and please include a bibliography of where you found all of 
your information. This essay will link to an early assignment on the course.    

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
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Some useful links for research:  
 
http://www.thepencilofnature.com/   
  
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artMakerDetails?maker=1542&page=1  
  
https://iphf.org/inductees/sir-john-frederick-william-herschel/ 
  
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lacock-abbey-fox-talbot-museum-and-village  
  
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/jun/23/blooming-marvellous-the-
worlds-first-female-photographer-and-her-botanical-beauties  
  
https://artsandculture.google.com/theme/lQLScKOCxpGpLg  
   
   
Task 2: What is Photography?   
Watch this short video. Take a few notes and then carry out the practical in Task 3.  
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVDknfgTJ2Q   
  
  
Task 3: Practical Work   
Combine two words from the following and create your own photographic visual 
response in the form of a series of eight to twelve photographs (you can do more):  
  

 
 
 
To complete this assignment, you will need to be creative in your approach and take 
pictures on several occasions to develop your final set of images.  
  

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/alton-campus/
http://www.thepencilofnature.com/
http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/artMakerDetails?maker=1542&page=1
https://iphf.org/inductees/sir-john-frederick-william-herschel/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lacock-abbey-fox-talbot-museum-and-village
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/jun/23/blooming-marvellous-the-worlds-first-female-photographer-and-her-botanical-beauties
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/jun/23/blooming-marvellous-the-worlds-first-female-photographer-and-her-botanical-beauties
https://artsandculture.google.com/theme/lQLScKOCxpGpLg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVDknfgTJ2Q
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For example, surface + decay have been combined to start taking photographs of 
decay I see on the surface of objects in my immediate area, in my back garden, or 
out on my daily exercise. Make any combinations you think you will be able to take 
some creative photographs. Be inventive, be original, be creative.  
  
You may use any photographic equipment that is available to you e.g. DSLR, 
Compact Digital Camera, phone, disposable camera. However, you should try to 
make best use of the qualities of your chosen device/camera.    
  
Bring your final selection of 8-12 photographs to the first lesson or upload at home to 
a Google account you may have access to for review.   
  
Task 4: Why Photography?   
In this task we want to know what are your interests in image making? Do you enjoy 
taking photographs of people, landscapes, close-up, abstract, fashion, places, or just 
capturing the world as you see it?   
  
Go to http://www.pinterest.co.uk and create an account if you haven’t got one 
already. We use this quite often for inspiration in Photography. Create a new board 
titled ‘My Interests in Photography’ include 40 - 50 pins of photography 
types/subjects/genres which you find interesting. Bring along the link to the first 
lesson.  
  
Task 5: Photographs of the Week - Be Curious  
Photography is about evoking emotion and curiosity in the viewer, it can also be a 
reality check. As photographers, we are interested in what is going on around us, we 
notice different things. Check out the Guardian online Top 20 Photographs of the 
Week and other topical news stories of the week as they unfold. Keep a note of any 
single image which you consider to summarise events of that day. You can record as 
many images as you like.   
  
https://www.theguardian.com/inpictures  
 
And Finally ... Did You Know?   
  
There is a gallery dedicated to Photography in London - check out the website for all 
thing’s photography related  
  
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/  
  

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/alton-campus/
http://www.pinterest.co.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/inpictures
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
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There are twelve Hasselblad Cameras sitting on the surface of the Moon, look at the 
link for more interesting and strange facts about photography   
  
https://www.lightstalking.com/many-15-weird-photography-facts-know/   
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