
 

We look forward to seeing you in September! 
For further information about your College and being a student at HSDC,  

please visit hsdc.ac.uk/Havant 

French – A Level 
 
Introduction 
This work aims to help you build on your GCSE knowledge and also strengthen your 
skills in the build up to studying French at A Level. All four skills have to be nurtured 
and your grammar also. In view of the challenges posed by this big break in your 
studies, it would be great to use some of your time to thoroughly revise the key 
tenses covered in GCSE as well as the vocabulary from your specification. If you 
focus on a tense per week, you should be more comfortable when it comes to 
tackling tasks in September. I once heard on a training day that students who knew 
all the vocabulary and grammar from their GCSE syllabus could pass an A Level, so 
it is well worth looking back at it.  
 
French is a skill, so the more you practice, the better you will get at it! 
 
Activity 
 

• Write a diary for a week of a break or holiday you recently had. You may 
make it as imaginative as you wish. Try to use interesting vocabulary and 
expressions as well as a variety of tenses. 

• Revise vocabulary using Memrise 
https://www.memrise.com/course/1137583/aqa-new-gcse-french-from-2016/ 
or Quizlet  https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/gcse-french 

• Revise verb tenses with conjugators like 
https://francais.lingolia.com/en/grammar/conjugator and YouTube videos like 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvNgaO75wYY 

 
Read  

• Read in French regularly. You could use newspapers such as 
https://www.20minutes.fr/dossier/metro 
 

• You should also become a fan of some famous French speaking personalities 
and follow them on social media   
https://www.google.com/search?q=artistes+francophones+populaires&rlz=1C
1BLWB_en&oq=Artistes+fran&aqs=chrome.6.0j69i57j0l6.11022j1j4&sourceid
=chrome&ie=UTF-8 

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/
https://www.memrise.com/course/1137583/aqa-new-gcse-french-from-2016/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/gcse-french
https://francais.lingolia.com/en/grammar/conjugator
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvNgaO75wYY
https://www.20minutes.fr/dossier/metro
https://www.google.com/search?q=artistes+francophones+populaires&rlz=1C1BLWB_en&oq=Artistes+fran&aqs=chrome.6.0j69i57j0l6.11022j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=artistes+francophones+populaires&rlz=1C1BLWB_en&oq=Artistes+fran&aqs=chrome.6.0j69i57j0l6.11022j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=artistes+francophones+populaires&rlz=1C1BLWB_en&oq=Artistes+fran&aqs=chrome.6.0j69i57j0l6.11022j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


 

We look forward to seeing you all in September! 
For further information about your College and being a student at HSDC,  

please visit hsdc.ac.uk/Havant 

Watch  
 

• French films and series are available online through French channel Apps or 
Netflix as well as some British TV channels (Soda, 10%, engrenages, Les 
disparus du lac). Some of the thrillers are quite gritty so check comments 
before watching 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0r40rzixWI    
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/vanished-by-the-lake   

• For news, there are many channels available, but we tend to use France 24 
and France into TV. Try to watch some videos daily with subtitles.  

https://www.france24.com/fr/direct   
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/en-direct/tv.html   

• For music, you have YouTube videos. You could choose songs in the French 
charts and learn some lyrics with the online practice site Lyricstraining 
https://lyricstraining.com/fr/  

https://frenchcrazy.com/2014/04/popular-100-french-songs.html/  
http://www.chartsinfrance.net/charts/singles.php  
 
 
Did you Know?  
 

• There are approximately 220 million French speakers in the world and it is the 
official language of 29 countries. 

• French is the European Union’s fourth most widely spoken mother tongue.  
• French graduates can earn up to 10% more than their counterparts on their 

starting salary.  
• A majority of recruiters say speaking a second language gives a candidate the 

X-factor when applying for a job.  
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