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Environmental Science – A Level 
 

Introduction 
 
Are you interested in finding out more about the impact of human activity on our 

planet? Perhaps you are interested in discovering ways in which environmental 

damage can be halted or even reversed. 

Why is it important to care about the Environment? 

The ecosystem (all the communities of living organisms found in a specific place, 

their habitats and their interactions) in which we live provides natural services for 

humans and all other species that are essential to our health, quality of life and 

survival. For example, our forests remove carbon dioxide and other pollutants from 

the air we breathe and also cool our air temperatures, reducing the formation of 

ground-level ozone, a pollutant that can cause heart and lung problems to worsen. 

Our wetlands store storm water, filter and make harmless storm water pollutants and 

recharge our aquifers (where most of us get our drinking water) with these filtered 

waters. The dune systems on our beaches form natural barriers to storm waves and 

provide important habitat and travel ways for wildlife. 

 

As a student you will have the opportunity to gain insights and understanding of how 

geographical and biological components are interrelated in terms of the environment. 

This scientific subject will lead you to both answers and more questions and sits 

particularly well alongside subjects like Biology, Chemistry, Geography and Geology. 

 
What is Sustainable Development?  
 
Like Easter Island at the time of its first inhabitants, the Earth has limited resources 
to support human populations and all of their demands. Human existence depends 
upon the continued availability of the Earth's natural resources to support life. For 
over two million years of human existence human societies have been successful in 
obtaining food and in extracting natural resources, with the result that growing 
human populations have been sustained but, is that development sustainable? Have 
modern societies been more successful than the Easter Islanders in living in a way 
that does not exhaust the available natural resources? Are we falling into the same 
trap as the Easter Islanders and fatally damaging our life support system? 
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Activity  
Research Easter Island and explain why the story of Easter Island can be seen as a 
warning to us all about the need to live in a sustainable way (500 words).  
 

A couple of websites to get you started in your research:  
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/world-heritage/easter-island/ 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/the-mystery-of-easter-island-151285298/ 
 
 

Read  
To get started on your understanding you could read Collapse by Jared Diamond. 
 
You can also try some of the Level 1 free courses available on the Open University 
website:  
 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/free-courses  
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Watch  
How many people can live on planet earth 
Climate Change The Facts 
Cod is dead    
Drowning in Plastic 

 
Did You Know?  
How Wolves Change Rivers: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q 
 
How Whales Change Climate: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M18HxXve3CM 
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