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3D Design – A Level 
 
3D Design is a broad subject that stretches across fields including architecture, 
theatre and set design, contemporary crafts, jewellery, furniture, puppetry, animation, 
interiors, environmental, product and automotive design. 
 
Every day we interact with objects, spaces and structures which have been designed 
by someone. Some of the best designs are the ones we don’t even notice because 
they perform their function so well. 
 
3D Design is about problem solving but it’s also about making our everyday activities 
enjoyable. Good design can evoke emotion, curiosity and enjoyment for the user, it 
can also shock and challenge.  
 
 

Activities 
 
Task One: Looking Fresh 
 
Pick six items from the list below and draw them. Each drawing should 
be a detailed study, at least A5 in size.  You may use any drawing 
media or combination of drawing media. You should use a combination 
of line and tone to attempt to capture the three-dimensional form and 
texture of the object, whilst also trying to vary the marks that you make. 
Look at the 3D shape (form) of the object, look at the materials it’s 
made from and look at the space around the object. Draw it. 
 

a shell an object from an 
unusual angle 

something with 
bristles 

a kitchen utensil 

a chain a piece of fruit a feather a glass container 

something soft something you 
could get inside 

a building or group 
of buildings 

an electrical 
appliance 

something with a 
handle 

a drinks can or 
bottle 

a piece of furniture a watch or clock 

 

https://www.hsdc.ac.uk/study-with-us/havant-campus/


 

We look forward to seeing you all in September! 
For further information about your College and being a student at HSDC,  

please visit hsdc.ac.uk/Havant 

 
 

 
 
Task Two: Read - Get to know your subject 

 
Get ahead by starting to regularly read design journals. ‘Dezeen’ is a reputable 
publication providing a wealth of information and inspiration. Spend time clicking 
through the different sections of the website - Magazine, Architecture, Interiors, 
Design, videos and podcasts. 
https://www.dezeen.com/ 
 
 

Task Three: Watch, Learn, Do 

 
1. An important part of your course is researching the techniques and materials 

used by professionals to inspire your own projects. Watch ‘The Paper 
Engineer’ using the following link. 
http://insights.arts.ac.uk/the-paper-engineer/ 

 
2. This is a hands-on practical course therefore making is important. Using 

materials in a creative way is vital. Have a go, follow the instructions on The 
Creative Dimension link below. 
https://www.thecreativedimension.org/portfolio_page/architectural-model-
building-and-paper-folding/. Experiment and develop this as much or as little 
as you feel inspired to do. 

 
 
Did you know, you can join our community? 
 
3D Design at HSDC Havant has an Instagram account.  Follow us: @hsdc3ddesign 
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