Hello and welcome to Havant & South
Downs College.
I am pleased to look back on our first year
as Havant & South Downs College and to
reflect on the successes we have already
achieved. Not only were we ranked highest
in the Portsmouth area for academic and
vocational excellence, but we were also
selected as one of two Colleges in South
Hampshire to pilot the new and exciting T
Level qualifications from 2020.
Our academic achievements have led us to
look towards expanding our outstanding
provision to even more students, as we have
been chosen to merge with Alton College.
Through this exciting partnership we will
not only reinforce our A Level offering but
will also look at the expansion of Higher
Education and, in 2020, T Levels.
This means even more opportunities for
our students. All of our study programmes
are designed to prepare you for the world
of work and, in many cases, our students
progress to university level study as part of
their career plan.

However, if Higher Education is not the path
you want to take, our outstanding employer
links means we can offer you Traineeships,
Apprenticeships and valuable work
experience to strengthen your CV.
We are committed to providing you
with the highest level of teaching and
learning possible and whatever your age,
background or qualifications, we can help
you to reach your fullest potential. With
further investments at our A Level Centre of
Excellence, our upcoming partnership with
Alton College and being chosen to pioneer
T Levels, the future is bright for Havant &
South Downs College.
We welcome all students whatever your
aspirations and we encourage diversity at
Havant & South Downs College, offering
extensive professional support to all students
with disability, special learning needs or
other requirements.
I look forward to welcoming you to the
College.

Mike Gaston
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We know that all students have different
interests, strengths and ambitions. Our range
of courses give you the opportunity to find a
subject and type of study that’s right for you.

DIFFERENT
COURSE TYPES
When picking your course
you might want to think
about:
•

What subjects do you enjoy?

•

What subjects are you good at?

•

Do you prefer hands-on or
classroom based learning?

•

Are you happier doing exams or
coursework?

•

What’s your end goal?

A LEVELS
These are great if you want the opportunity
to study more than one subject. You can
pick three different subjects that are taught
alongside each other over a two year period.
Lessons will build on what you learnt at
GCSE, alongside teaching you valuable
analytical and research skills that prepare
you for study at University level.
General entry requirements for A Levels are
five GCSEs at grade 4 (C) or above including
English Language and Mathematics.
However, certain subjects may have specific
entry requirements.
.
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VOCATIONAL COURSES

GCSE COURSES

These are great if you’re a hands-on learner.
They concentrate on teaching you the
practical skills you need to successfully
transition from education to full time
employment or a higher level course.

GCSE Mathematics and English are
important qualifications. If you didn’t
manage to get a grade 4 (C) in either of
these subjects at GCSE you’ll need to study
these as part of your main study programme.

Vocational courses are available at a range of
levels. This means you can be confident that
you’ll find a course to suit your abilities:

APPRENTICESHIPS

ENTRY LEVEL
An entry level vocational course has no
formal entry requirements, and is ideal
for you if you want to learn vocational
skills whilst developing your English and
Mathematics skills.

Level 1
The Level 1 vocational qualification is
equivalent to GCSE grades 3-1 (D-G). Entry
requirements for a Level 1 vocational course
is a pass at Entry Level, or GCSE grades 2 or
above.

Level 2
A Merit at Level 2 is equivalent to four
GCSEs at grade 4 (C). In order to apply for
one of our Level 2 vocational courses you
will need a minimum of five GCSEs at grade
3 or above, or a pass in a related subject
with a grade 3 (C) in English Language and
Mathematics.

Level 3

Have the best of both worlds, earn money
whilst gaining a qualification. Typically most
apprentices spend four days in their place
of work, and one day a week at College. We
have apprenticeships available in a range of
subjects, at a number of different levels. Visit
hsdc.ac.uk/apprentice for more information.
Entry requirements for apprenticeships
vary depending on the type and level of the
apprenticeship. However, a GCSE in English
Language and Mathematics at grade 4 or
above is desirable.

THE NEW GCSE
GRADING SYSTEMS
In 2017 the government moved away from
A*-G grades, towards a 9-1 scale instead. The
grading scale below outlines the difference
between the old and new grades.
New scale

987

6

54

321

U

Old scale

A* A

B

C

DEFG

U

Level 3 Diplomas are equivalent to two A
Levels, and Level 3 Extended Diplomas
are equivalent to three A Levels. Entry
requirements for our Level 3 vocational
courses are minimum of five GCSEs at
grade 4 (C) or above, or a Merit in a Level 2
vocational qualification in a related subject
alongside GCSEs at level 4 or above in
English Language and Mathematics.
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With the opportunity to study Business, Law,
Accounting and Economics you will be able to get
to grips with some of the most important concepts
and mechanisms that make our modern world what
it is. As well as looking impressive on your CV, these
highly respected qualifications can open doors to
top universities and very well paid careers. So, if you
have what it takes to succeed, come and discover
this world of rewarding academic endeavour.

ACCOUNTING
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

In year two you will study:

If you enjoy working with numbers and solving
problems, Accounting could be for you. You will
develop a thorough knowledge of all aspects
of financial and management accounting, as
well as broadening your understanding of the
financial sector.

––Problem solving skills such as coping with
incomplete records
––Preparing more complex financial statements
for companies, including the schedule of noncurrent assets and statement of cash flows
––Preparing partnership accounts
––More complex analysis and evaluation of
financial information with communication to
relevant stakeholders
––Professional ethics and the regulatory
framework
––Further aspects of budgeting to include
cash, sales, production, purchases and
labour budgets
––Absorption and activity-based costing
––Standard costing and variance analysis
––Capital investment appraisal techniques such
as payback period and net present value

Structure

Assessment

In year one you will study:

You will be required to complete regular pieces
of work throughout the two years for tutor
assessment by your lecturer, though this does
not form part of the final grading. Your final
grade will be determined by examinations in
your second year, you will be required to sit two
three‑hour exams which will cover all the topics
taught on the course. Each exam is worth 50%
of the overall mark.

Duration:
2 years
Overview
This is a thought-provoking and challenging
course. It will provide you with valuable
insight into how a business records
its financial transactions and how this
information can be used to understand its
performance and efficiency.

––The role of the accountant in business
––Types of business organisations and sources
of finance
––The double entry system of recording financial
transactions
––Verification of accounting records, including
preparing and correcting the trial balance,
bank reconciliation statements and ledger
control accounts
––Application of accounting concepts and
calculation of accounting adjustments
including depreciation, irrecoverable debts
and accruals and prepayments
––Preparing financial statements for sole traders
and companies
––Analysis and evaluation of financial information
––Budgeted financial statements
––Marginal costing, break-even and
decision‑making situations

Progression
This qualification is particularly useful to those
who wish to proceed to Higher Education or who
wish to undertake professional qualifications in
the accounting field (particularly AAT, ACCA
and CIMA courses). Possession of an accounting
qualification may also be advantageous to those
wishing to pursue more general business courses
or business career opportunities. Many of our
students go on to study accountancy or actuarial
science at university either on its own, or in
combination with other subjects such as: finance,
business, economics or management.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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BUSINESS
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
In an ever-increasingly competitive world the
efficiency and effectiveness of the business
community is vital for the success and growth
of our economy. This course focuses on how
decision making is undertaken at a strategic
and operational level.
This versatile A Level will equip you with
expert knowledge of key business concepts
and theories and the ability to apply them to
practical, real-life situations. Whether you aspire
to be the next Mark Zuckerberg, interested in
an integral, behind-the-scenes position covering
a wide range of potential specialisms, Business
will provide you with a critical understanding
of organisations, markets and the process of
adding value, along with a picture of the internal
workings of successful organisations.

Structure
On this course you will study:
Year one:
––What is business?
––Managers, leadership and decision making
––Decision making
––Marketing performance
––Operational performance
––Financial performance
––Human resource performance
Year two:
––Analysing the strategic position of a business
––Choosing strategic direction
––Strategic methods
––Managing strategic change
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Topics include the following key theories:
––Competitive advantage
––Digital marketing and e-commerce
––Extended marketing mix
––Marketing mapping, confidence intervals and
interpretation of income elasticity of demand
––Planned versus emergent strategy
––Shareholders and share prices
––Stakeholder identification and power mapping
––Strategic drift and corporate governance

Assessment
There is no coursework in Business. All modules
are assessed by written exams at the end of your
second year. Students will sit three exams, which
will cover all of the 10 taught topics. Each exam
is worth 33% of the overall mark and lasts for
two hours.

Progression
Students from this course successfully progress
into employment, on to degree courses such
as business studies, business management,
marketing, human resources, accounting,
business enterprise and management studies
as well as well as a range of combined degree
courses. Many students successfully apply for
Apprenticeships in business-related areas.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

BUSINESS
Level 2 Diploma (OCR)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Assessment

Duration:
1 year

All units are assessed and graded internally by
lecturers. The assessments range from reports,
events, role plays and the production of other
written documents.

Overview

Progression

There will be opportunities for the development
of transferable skills related to the industry,
aiming to give you the opportunity to progress
onto employment in a wide range of job roles
across the business sector.

Completion of this course with a Merit grade
will allow you to progress to the BTEC Level
3 Diploma in Business or if a Distinction or
Distinction* is achieved, progression can be made
on to the BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in
Business. This gives you the potential opportunity
to progress to employment, or progress within
employment in a wide range of job roles across
the business sector.

Structure

Entry Requirements

––Business purposes
––Business organisations
––Financial forecasting for business
––People in organisations
––The marketing plan
––Verbal and non-verbal communication in
business contexts
––Training and employment in business
––Personal selling in business
––Customer relations in business
––Business online

Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

You will follow a balanced programme of
study that develops knowledge, skills and
understanding in all areas of business.
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BUSINESS
BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course is designed to help you gain
an understanding of business and how it
operates. This course will also develop your
business-related ICT skills. You will learn by
completing projects and assignments based
on authentic workplace situations.
Your lecturers will use a variety of learning
strategies including: group discussions, visits,
presentations and hands-on computing. Plus you
will have the opportunity to take part in work
experience.

Structure
On this course you will study eight units; three
are externally assessed, six of the eight are
mandatory and you can choose two others.
You will study a range of units that will include:
––Exploring a business
––Developing a marketing campaign
––Personal and business finance
––Managing an event
––International business
––Principles of management
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Teaching & Learning
The teaching team will employ a variety of
teaching and learning strategies, including group
discussions, trips and presentations.
Developing practical business skills and the
entrepreneurial mind set is at the core of our
courses and the College Enterprise Society,
Evolve, work closely with students to achieve this
via mentoring, support and guidance.

Assessment
The course is assessed through a continuous
programme of assignments.

Progression
The qualification will provide you with the
opportunity to progress into an Apprenticeship,
employment or to a Higher Education degree
or HND course.

Entry Requirements
You will need four GCSEs at grade 4 or above
including English Language and Mathematics.
Alternatively, you may have a BTEC Level 2
Diploma at Merit grade.

BUSINESS
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Designed to help you gain an understanding
of business and how it operates, this course
will also develop your business-related ICT
skills. You will learn by completing projects
and assignments based on authentic
workplace situations.
Your lecturers will use a variety of learning
strategies including: group discussions, visits,
presentations and hands-on computing. Plus
you will have the opportunity to take part in
work experience.

Assessment
The course will be assessed through a continuous
programme of assignments.

Progression
The qualification will provide you with the
opportunity to progress into an Apprenticeship,
employment or to a Higher Education degree or
HND course.

Entry Requirements
You will need five GCSEs at grade 4 or above,
including English Language and Mathematics.
Alternatively, you may have a BTEC Level 2
Diploma at Merit grade.

Structure
On this course you will study 13 units, seven
of which are mandatory and four are externally
assessed. You will study a range of units that
will include:
––Exploring a business
––Developing a marketing campaign
––Personal and business finance
––Managing an event
––International business
––Principles of management
––Business decision making
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND RETAIL
Level 1 Diploma (LASER)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This is a one year course designed for
students with an interest in developing
knowledge and skills of business, enterprise
and the retail industry.
The course will provide you with opportunities
to put your ideas, knowledge and entrepreneurial
skills into practice, studying how business works,
the skills needed to work within business and
how the retail industry functions. You will have
the opportunity to put your own entrepreneurial
skills into practice and develop your own
business plans.

Structure
The course is made up of a number of topic
areas including:
––Understanding business
––Enterprise skills
––Law and regulations
––Customer service
––Understanding retail and marketing
You will also study towards Functional or GCSE
Mathematics and English Language, depending
upon your existing qualifications.

Assessment
You will be assessed through the completion of
projects and assignments.

Progression
On successful completion of the course you may
progress on to the Level 2 Business, Enterprise
and Retail programme or on to the BTEC First
Diploma in Business.

Entry Requirements
No formal qualifications or prior knowledge
of the subject are required. Suitability will be
discussed at interview.
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND RETAIL
Level 2 Diploma (LASER)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This is a one year course designed for
students with an interest in developing
knowledge and skills of business, enterprise
and the retail industry.
The course will provide you with opportunities to
put your ideas, knowledge and entrepreneurial
skills into practice, studying how business works,
the skills needed to work within business and
how the retail industry functions. You will have
the opportunity to put your own entrepreneurial
skills into practice and develop your own
business plans.

Teaching & Learning
This is a classroom based course that will include
lectures, tutorials, workshops, presentations and
group discussions. You will have access to the
Library and other online and digital resources
through the College student portal.

Assessment
You will be assessed through the completion of
projects and assignments.

Progression
On successful completion of the course you
may progress on to the BTEC First Diploma
in Business.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

Structure
The course is made up of a number of topic
areas including:
––The business of retail
––Leadership
––Entrepreneurship
––Law
––Marketing
You will also study towards Functional or GCSE
Mathematics and English Language, depending
upon your existing qualifications.
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
The programme is ideal for learners who
have ambitions of running their own
business as the course will give you practical
opportunities to turn your enterprise visions
into reality.

Teaching & Learning
You will be in College three to four days per
week for lectures providing you with at least
one study/business development day each
week. This time should be spent conducting
self-study or developing your business idea,
attending conferences or workshops and
gaining industry experience.
The teaching team will employ a variety of
teaching and learning strategies, including group
discussions, trips and presentations.

The programme is comprised of multiple units
delivered over a two year period covering topics
that will help you gain knowledge of a variety of
different business disciplines.

Developing practical business skills and the
entrepreneurial mindset is at the core of our
courses and the College Enterprise Society,
Evolve works closely with students to achieve
this via mentoring, support and guidance.

Structure

Assessment

Over the course of this two year programme you
will study the following units:
––Enterprise and entrepreneurs
––Developing a marketing campaign
––Personal and business finance
––Launch and run an enterprise
––Survival and growth
––Recruitment and selection
––Business decision making
––Principles of management
––Social enterprise
––Developing an enterprise strategy
––Enterprise and intrapreneurship in practice
––Marketing communication
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Four units will be assessed by examination.
The remaining eight units will be assessed by a
continuous programme of assignments.

Progression
Successful completion of this course can lead to
learners running their own businesses, entering
into Apprenticeships, going on to further HE
study or gaining employment.

Entry Requirements
You will need five GCSEs at grade 4 or above,
including English Language and Mathematics.
Alternatively you may have a BTEC Level 2
Diploma at Merit grade. Learners should enter
this programme of study with an idea of a
business that they would like to start up.

ECONOMICS
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Economics is a fascinating subject exploring
current economic news as well as assessing
the impact of high profile events that have
shaken the world economy over the last
decade. It is the interaction of theory and
real world application that makes Economics
a vibrant subject. Of course, Economics can
also lead to an exciting career.
Economics is integral to day-to-day life, from
the affordability of homes, the availability of
employment and the structures created by
governments to manage markets and provide
essential services. This course will not only equip
you with a detailed understanding of economic
terms, but will allow you to improve your existing
mathematical, critical thinking and problemsolving skills. We will be applying theories to
existing social, economic and political scenarios,
so an interest in (and keeping up to date with)
current affairs is essential.

Structure
In the first year you will be introduced to
microeconomics, looking at how markets work,
how they can fail and what government can
do to correct the failure. You will also study
macroeconomics, which assesses the operation
of an economy and indicators of economic
performance.
In the second year you will be building on your
existing knowledge. You will analyse market
structures, the impact of competition and the
operation of labour markets. You will also further
develop your macroeconomics knowledge, by
focusing on international trade, globalisation and
economic development.

Teaching & Learning
This is a classroom based course that will include
lectures, tutorials, workshops, presentations and
group discussions. You will have access to the
Library and other online and digital resources
through the College student portal.

Assessment
Assessment will be at the end of the course.
There are three exam papers, each of which are
two hours long. The exams will consist of case
study data, structured essays, data response and
multiple choice questions.

Progression
Students have progressed to Higher
Education to complete degrees in economics,
actuarial science, business, mathematics and
law. Options for progression also include
Apprenticeships or employment in a relevant
industry. Statistics show that the majority
of Economics students obtain employment
within six months of graduating.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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LAW
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
One of the oldest professions in the world,
Law is a solid foundation for those interested
in furthering a career in Law as well as those
wishing to develop their research, critical
thinking and problem-solving skills.
Law has an impact on everyone on a daily basis.
You will gain a fascinating insight into the laws by
which we abide, how these laws are enforced and
the consequences of breaking them. It will also
inform you about your rights and responsibilities
as an individual.

Structure
On this course subjects include:
Criminal Law – This enables you to look at the
general principles of criminal liability: the course
considers particular offences including murder,
manslaughter, non-fatal offences against the
person, theft, burglary and robbery.
Contract Law – This enables you to look at the
requirements for a legally enforceable contract
and you will appreciate, among other things, the
impact of a misrepresentation on the validity of
that contract.
Tort Law – This focuses on liability in negligence
for injury to people and damage to property. It
considers occupier liability in respect of both
lawful visitors and trespassers as well as defences
and possible remedies.
Human Rights Law – This looks at the principles
of human rights, their nature, protection and
constitutional position under UK law: specific
rights, including the right to freedom of
expression, are explored in detail, as are the
restrictions upon them.
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How the law interacts with morality, justice,
society and technology – During the course
you will be given the opportunity to visit local
and national courts, as well as participate in a
Law Essay Prize and a national Bar Mock Trial
competition.
Past students have visited the Houses of
Parliament; the Supreme Court; the Royal Courts
of Justice and the Old Bailey. Visiting speakers
have included a crown court judge, local police
officers and a member of the House of Lords.
You can also join the College’s Debating Society.

Assessment
All modules are exam-based with all exams at the
end of the second year.

Progression
Law students are able to progress on to a wide
range of Higher Education courses. Those
wishing to follow a career in law are frequently
successful in securing places at many of the
most prestigious universities (including Russell
Group universities) to study law. You can also
opt to study law in combination with other
subjects. A high percentage of Law students
after graduation will obtain jobs that are within
legal services, banking, finance, management,
public administration, insurance and retail
industries. You may also want to pursue a
legal Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

CrEATIVE ARtS

HSDC are excited to announce that
all Creative Arts courses will be
accredited by the University of the
Arts London (UAL) Awarding Body.
UAL is the leading provider for the
creative and performing arts courses
and a specialist for the creative industry,
with more than 200 centres across
the country.

Everything we use has been
designed and made by someone.
Studying Creative Arts is all about
nurturing your talent to produce
something extraordinary. Within this
practical and creative area you can
benefit from all the help, support
and facilities you need to grow
and ultimately flourish alongside
like‑minded people. As an artist,
this is an opportunity you won’t
want to miss.

The UAL Awarding Body believes in
transformative education. They design
and award creative qualifications that
empower and inspire lecturers to help you
reach your potential.
Our UAL accredited courses will be
tailored to the modern creative industry.
This allows you to be free with your own
creativity – adapting your course to your
own strengths.
Their qualifications have proven high
achievement rates because of the flexible
nature of the courses, responding to the
relevant industry needs.

Creative Arts

3D DESIGN
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This 3D Design A Level course covers a
particularly wide range of activities from jewellery
and body adornment to architecture and
environmental design. This course will allow you
to develop the skills needed for Higher Education
or employment and provide you with a creative
design portfolio.
During the course you will investigate a wide
range of design influences and develop your
awareness of design principals through critical
and contextual understanding of design history.
This will include aspects such as visual language,
ergonomics and ethical approaches to designing.
We provide a range of teaching methods
to cover all the skills you require to develop
responses to design briefs successfully. These
include developing skills in the workshop in a
range of resistant materials, exploring creative
approaches to problem solving, research skills
and the use of digital applications such as
‘Sketch Up’ to enhance your design portfolio. You
will also record your ideas and produce written
responses to the research that has driven and
influenced your work.
A range of visits to museums and art galleries
will enhance your knowledge and give you visual
first-hand references. We have close links with a
number of universities offering a range of design
pathways and you will have the opportunity to
listen to guest speakers from the industry.

Structure
The course includes two units:
Personal investigation (60%) – this takes place
in the second year and builds on first year
study. This work will form the backbone of your
portfolio and showcase your research skills and
developing practice.
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Externally set task (40%) – You will respond
to an externally set brief and develop your
responses over a period of 7 – 8 weeks. You will
then have a 15-hour controlled test to produce
your final design and this usually takes place after
Easter in your second year.

Assessment
Assessment is ongoing throughout the course,
with regular feedback tutorials and seminar style
peer discussions. Any marks will be indicative of
the level that you are working at and will allow
you to continually develop and refine your work.
Final assessment takes place once you have
completed the course.

Progression
Students could progress on to a wide variety of
Higher Education courses or Apprenticeships
and into various positions in the world of work
including architecture, interior design or civil
engineering.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language and Mathematics. You should
have studied an art or design based GCSE and
achieved a minimum of grade 4 in the related
subject. It may be possible to gain entry to the
qualification without a GCSE in an art related
subject by submitting a portfolio showcasing
your practical work at interview.

Creative Arts
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Creative Arts

ACTING FOR STAGE & SCREEN
Level 3 Extended Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Principles of performance
––Theatre practitioners
––Contemporary text extracts
––Developing the body and voice for
performance
––Classical text for today
––Acting styles
––Physical theatre techniques
––Screen acting
––Professional practice – employment
opportunities in the performing arts

Overview
Are you thinking about going to drama
school? Want to be an actor? Maybe you
have ambitions to work in production or
set up your own theatre company one day.
If this sounds like you, then don’t miss this
opportunity to forge ahead with your
ambitions.
This course develops your talent, extending
existing skills in order to prepare you for a career
in a variety of media, including; theatre, screen
and creative technologies.
You will take part in skills classes in acting, voice
and physical theatre as well as drama workshops,
rehearsals and productions. There will be many
opportunities to perform a range of scripted
plays on stage in a variety of theatre styles. You’ll
also develop skills and techniques in acting for
the camera by creating short films that will be
screened in front of a public audience.
You will be involved in devised and scripted
drama ranging from the varied realms of
contemporary theatre to classical texts. You will
create performance work in a range of styles and
contexts and reflect upon your developments
and learning in a digital portfolio. You will
work collaboratively, creatively and reflectively
throughout the course.
In addition you’ll benefit from trips to
Shakespeare’s Globe, the West End and regional
theatres to see examples of theatre practice
and benefit from tours, talks and professional
workshops.
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On this course, you will study:

Assessment
The course is continually assessed within units
of study. Grades range from Pass, Merit or
Distinction. Much of the written evidence, which
supports your performance work, is in the
form of a digital portfolio. You will be expected
to update this regularly to document your
development and research. Other evidence may
include presentations, essays and portfolios.

Progression
Many students following this course continue
their studies at university. Other students prefer
to study at an accredited Drama School. In recent
years our students have gained places at LAMDA,
RADA, Mountview and East 15. Many of our past
students are now working in the industry.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including
English Language. You will also be required
to prepare and learn a 2 minute monologue
to perform at the interview. Experience is not
necessary, but enthusiasm to learn and an
interest in the performing arts is essential.

BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This one year art course will provide you with
opportunities to develop new and existing
skills in all areas of art & design and to
produce a creative portfolio.
You will work with a range of materials in
areas such as sculpture, painting, drawing,
photography, graphics, textiles and ceramics.
These units have been developed specifically
to allow students to progress to further BTEC
qualifications if they choose.

Structure
You will produce artwork based on a given brief.
Each brief will allow you to explore historical and
contemporary art practices, which is lecturer led,
while looking at others’ work. This theory will
then be applied to practice, with the creation of
your own 2D/3D outcomes.
Units include:
––Exploration in 2 dimensions
––Discovering 3 dimensions
––Explore drawing, painting, printmaking,
mixed media
––Explore and create surface relief
––Explore 3d design crafts
––Explore 3d fine art
––A personal project
––Self-management skills
––Planning an enterprise activity
––Running an enterprise activity

Assessment
All units are assessed following set deadlines and
an overall qualification is awarded at the end of
the course.

Progression
Upon completion of the course you could
progress to a UAL Level 2 Diploma in Art
& Design or another appropriate Level 2
qualification.

Entry Requirements
Mainly grade 2 GCSEs or an entry level
qualification. At your first College interview you
should have some examples of recent work, to
include drawings from observation and art work
using different media.
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Creative Arts

ART & DESIGN

Creative Arts

ART & DESIGN
UAL Level 2 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course is designed to give you new
insights into many different aspects of art
& design. Through a series of workshops
and projects you’ll learn and build upon new
and existing skills in a variety of areas while
building a creative portfolio.
As a student, you’ll work in well-equipped studios
and have access to a broad range of media
and materials such as glass, clay, paint and
photography. You’ll also acquire a greater insight
into industry practices through visits to galleries
and exhibitions.
Importantly, you’ll produce artwork based on
specific briefs that will allow you to explore
historical and contemporary art practices while
analysing the work of others as well.
In addition, you’ll have opportunities to improve
your day-to-day skills in areas such as IT, helping
you prepare for work or Higher Education study.

Structure
You will produce artwork based on a given brief.
Each brief will allow you to explore historical and
contemporary art practices, which is lecturer led,
while looking at others’ work. This theory will
then be applied to practice, with the creation of
your own 2D/3D outcomes.
On this course, you will study:
––Introduction to specialist pathways in
art & design
––Creative project in art & design
––Developing an art & design portfolio
––Investigating contextual references in
art & design
––Recording for creative intentions in art & design
––Textiles
––Visual art
––Photography
––Applying contextual references in art & design
––Practical research project in art & design
––Surface design

Assessment
All units are assessed individually, following set
deadlines. On completion of the one year course,
you will be awarded an overall grade for the
qualification. During each assignment, there is a
period of practical workshops that introduce you
to a wide range of art techniques and processes,
followed by one-to-one help while producing
your own work.

Progression
Students who achieve a Merit grade or above can
progress to a UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in
Art & Design, Fashion & Clothing or Photography
& Graphic Communication, or any other relevant
Level 3 qualification.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or above including English
Language or Mathematics and an art subject.
Applicants should also bring examples of their
recent work, including drawings made from
observation and some research and/or written
notes about your work to discuss at the interview.
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UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This study option builds on your prior
experience and offers an exciting range of
art & design practices including; contextual
research, 2D fine art; drawing, painting &
print, mixed media and traditional graphics,
3D; sculpture ceramics and metal and textiles.
A key strength of this course is its emphasis on
encouraging your individual development as
an artist. This will be complemented by serious
preparation for further study at a higher level and
the creation of a personal portfolio.
Throughout your studies you will work with
experienced artists, designers and crafts people,
and be encouraged to develop your creative and
practical skills to a high level.
You will also follow a varied and stimulating
programme of practical assignments, lectures
and gallery visits. At the end of the two year
programme it concludes with an exhibition of
your selected work.

Structure
This practical course is taught through specialist
workshops, studio based assignments and
client-led projects. During the two years, artists,
designers and makers will be invited to lectures,
which is considered to be a valuable experience
for students interested in an art & design career.

Teaching & Learning
This exciting and varied course allows you to
work with a range of art media and related
processes and techniques. Projects are varied
and will include workshops in ceramics, painting,
printing, mixed media, textiles and sculpture, with
possible opportunities to work for real life clients
and commissions.

of artists, designers/makers and the art and
artefacts of other cultures. You will work with
experienced artists, designers and craft persons
and will be encouraged to develop creative
practical and theoretical skills to high standards.
The course offers art study tours to UK and
European countries.
The course will culminate in an exhibition of work.

Assessment
Each project brief covers units that build through
the two years of the course to provide the award.
The first seven units are assessed at a Pass; then
as you progress the last six units are assessed
at a Pass, Merit or Distinction grade, with a
final grade awarded at the end of the course.
Students progressing into Higher Education
need to achieve a Merit grade or above to gain
sufficient UCAS points.

Progression
On completion of the course students typically
progress to HND or degree level Higher
Education courses in a wide variety of related
disciplines. Some students may opt for a
further one year pre-degree course before
entering university, or choose to go straight
into employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grades 4 or above including an
art subject and English Language or a UAL Level
2 Diploma/First Diploma. It may be possible to
start without a GCSE in an art based subject
by submission of a portfolio at interview. All
students will be required to organise a portfolio
of art & design work ready for their interview.
We would like to see the following in a portfolio:
good drawing skills from life, creative page
layouts for graphics, the ability to discuss the
work of artists, designers and makers, examples
of 3D work where possible, sketchbooks from
year 11 onwards, evidence of a visit to a museum
or gallery.

Visits to galleries and working studios provide
you with an additional insight into the work
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ART & DESIGN
Level 3-4 Foundation Diploma (Pre-Degree) (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This Art & Design Foundation Diploma is
the ideal pre-degree course for those with
artistic flair, ability and the drive to succeed
as an artist.
The course offers an exciting range of art &
design practice, including options in fine art
(painting, sculpture, installation), 3D design,
textiles (fashion, surface pattern) and design
for communication (graphic design, illustration,
animation and photography).

Structure
One of the many strengths of the course lies
in encouraging individual development towards
preparation for further study at degree level.
A wide range of two and three-dimensional
materials, technologies and processes will
be studied.
The course is divided into three stages:
exploratory, pathway and confirmatory. Historical
and contextual studies are fully integrated into
the course. You will be guided in the preparation
for Higher Education and the production of a
personal portfolio of work.
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Assessment
Assessment takes place throughout the course.
You must pass each stage of the course in
order to progress and subsequently obtain your
qualification. The course concludes with an
end of year exhibition of work, in which you are
required to mount an individual show of selected
work. This is assessed both internally and
externally and is also open to the public. A UAL
Foundation Diploma is then awarded accordingly,
at either Pass, Merit or Distinction, confirming the
satisfactory completion of the UAL Diploma in
Foundation Studies in art & design.

Progression
On completion of this course you should be
prepared for further study at degree level in
a range of art & design related areas. Some
students may progress to employment.

Entry Requirements
The Pre-Degree Foundation course is a one
year full time course primarily aimed at sixth
form or college students who have achieved A
Level or BTEC /UAL Extended Diploma in art
& design related subjects. All candidates must
present a portfolio of work at interview. The
course provides a bridge between A Level and
Level 3 art and design based subjects and Higher
Education. The students will be prepared and
equipped to progress on to university having
gained a range of skills and an exciting portfolio
of work in a range of disciplines.

Level 2 Cambridge Technical
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This Level 2 course offers a foundation in
all areas of creative media. You will study
film production, journalism, design and
photography.
Importantly, you’ll learn through lectures,
workshops and practical projects under the
guidance of lecturers with professional media
backgrounds. You’ll also study skills in English
Language and Mathematics if necessary.

Assessment
You will be expected to produce portfolios of
evidence, which will be assessed and verified.

Progression
Students who achieve a Merit or above may
progress to any of the following: BTEC Level 3
Extended Diploma in Creative Media Production
(with specialised paths into either Multi Media
Journalism or Film and TV) or other BTEC Level
3 Diploma courses or relevant employment
within the media industry.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

Structure
The course covers introductory knowledge and
the real-life working skills relevant to those who
aspire to work in the media industry. As a full
time course, made up of six units, it includes:
––Introducing media products and audiences
Optional units (chosen by the lecturers)
––Planning and producing a media product
––Print-based advertising
––Photography for media products
––Graphic design for media products
––Film and TV media
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CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION (FILM AND TV)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
You will have access to industry-standard
equipment, including BBC-approved cameras,
dolly and track, lighting, crane rigs and Adobe
design applications.
You’ll learn by working on key disciplines
including production techniques and marketing.
You’ll also grow intellectually by engaging in
debates about contemporary media issues.

Assessment
All students follow a media-related core
programme plus a number of optional units.
You will also be assessed in Functional Skills,
which will help to communicate effectively,
work well with others, manage self-development,
work with ICT in a range of applications and
develop problem-solving techniques. Relevant
assignments setting up appropriate deadlines
are designed to cover each of the course units.
They will be issued regularly throughout the
course and will be completed individually or
in a group project.

Progression

In addition, this learning opportunity aims to
boost your Functional Skills, improve your
communication and teamwork, accelerate
your self-development and refine your ICT
and problem-solving skills.

Some learners may wish to gain the qualification
in order to enter a specialist area of employment
or to progress to a Level 4 or 5 programme.
BTEC National Diplomas in Creative Media
Production will provide access to a greater range
of specialist units and therefore broaden and
extend your experience.

Structure

Entry Requirements

You will study 18 units over two years in a
number of practical and theoretical areas that
will prepare you for various roles in the media
and communications industries. The structure of
the course and the method of delivery is devised
as a result of consultation between College
staff and media professionals. It is delivered
through constantly updated and industry related
assignments. It is broadly equivalent to three
GCE A Levels.
You will study:
––Single camera production techniques: in which
you will devise, plan, prepare, produce and
present a short fictional video using actors and
broadcast quality equipment including lighting
and dolly and tracks.
––Factual programme techniques: in which
you will be required to research and create
a documentary incorporating members of
the public.
––Music video production: in which students will
work with bands and artists, whereby they will
negotiate with the client upon how to promote
their product.
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Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language, or successful completion of a BTEC
First Diploma at Distinction grade. At interview,
you should bring with you a portfolio of creative
work in evidence of your desire to complete a
media based course. This portfolio could include,
but is not limited to: any scripts or storyboards
written by yourself either for pleasure or previous
academic/Vocational use, a show reel in the
form of a DVD or blog address showing any
short films or other moving image work you have
completed, any photographic work that may be
relevant to the BTEC Film and TV course.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Whether your sights are set on journalism,
photojournalism, mass media writing, graphic
and web design, production management or
marketing, this is the course for you.
You’ll learn by focusing on journalism in
newspapers, magazines, television, radio and
online. You’ll also study photojournalism, page
layout, media theory, media law and technical
skills. Importantly, you’ll gain experience by
working on live journalistic assignments that
comprise a wide range of challenging elements.
To be successful you’ll need to demonstrate
initiative, creativity and determination, as well as
an aptitude for newsgathering and writing.

Structure
Over two years you will study a minimum of
18 units, involving practical and theoretical
approaches to the contemporary media
industries. With a focus on journalism, photo
journalism, page layout, media theory, media
law and technical skills, the course will deliver a
comprehensive knowledge and understanding
of the creative media industries.
You will work on live practical journalism
assignments and a wide range of challenging
creative briefs, with the aim of gaining
professional experience, developing skills and
making links with local and national industries.
Core Units:
––Pre production
––Understanding the creative media industries
––Critical approaches to the creative media
industries
––Communication skills
––Research techniques
––Working to a brief
––Production management techniques

Additional Units:
––Digital graphics/graphic narrative production
––Page layout and design
––Copywriting
––Television and film editing
––Television advertising
––Photography and photographic practice
––Digital communications
––Commercial production for radio
––Film studies
––Marketing and PR

Assessment
A carefully structured process of continuous
assessment will evidence and grade your
progress and achievements. A combination
of written/theoretical and creative/practical
assignments will be undertaken as part of the
process of knowledge and skills acquisition
and completed to given deadlines. As far as is
possible, these assignment briefs will be based
on, or closely reflect, professional practice and
live scenarios.

Progression
The Extended Diploma will provide a high level
of theoretical knowledge and a range of creative,
visual literacy and writing skills, required for
learners seeking a career in the creative media/
journalism industries. The course will also prepare
individuals for progression into Higher Education
or Professional/Vocational Qualification courses,
as part of a chosen career path.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language, or successful completion
of a BTEC Level 2 Diploma at Distinction
level with English Language GCSE grade 4–9.
(Relevant work experience and/or prior learning
will be considered for mature entry on to the
course). Desirable subjects: Media Studies, ICT,
English Literature. Applicants should be able
to demonstrate ability and interest in writing
and provide a portfolio of relevant stories
(digital or paper). Students will be expected
to try and secure work experience as part of
their development.
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DANCE EDUCATION
Level 4 Diploma ISTD
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Unit two – Observing, assisting and teaching
practice (30 credits at Level 4)

Duration:
2 years

Learners will be required to:

Overview
Upon completion of this part time course
you will have a professional qualification
that enables you to work in an Imperial
Society of Teachers of Dancing (ISTD)
school immediately.
This Diploma in Dance Education course is
designed for students who are currently studying
or have passed the Intermediate ISTD or IDTA
syllabus.
In order to take this course you must be 18 years
of age or older, you will ideally be a second year
or mature student when starting as this is a stand
alone two year course.

Structure
The new DDE qualification will comprise of:
Unit one – Preparing for safe teaching
(15 credits at Level 3)

––Observe lessons × 4
––Assist lessons × 5
––Teach lessons × 5 at a minimum of
45 minutes each.
Candidates who are already teaching can replace
assisting with additional independent teaching
practice.
Unit three – Intermediate practical exam, this
should be taken at your own dance school.
Unit four – Dance practice (30 credits at Level 4)
Content will include:
––Primary-Intermediate syllabus knowledge
in the chosen genre
Unit Five – Social, emotional and cognitive
development (17 credits at Level 4)
Content will include:
––Managing learners with different needs
––Growth and motor development
––Cognitive development

Content will include:

Assessment

––Legal responsibilities of the dance teacher
including Health & Safety/child protection
policy
––Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults
––Healthy lifestyle (including basic nutrition and
hydration)
––Safe dance practice (including warm up, cool
down, basic anatomical knowledge and basic
first aid)

Assessment will be conducted by HSDC through
a mix of on-line tasks, a reflective portfolio and a
practical exam. There will also be a taught lesson
and spoken oral exam, assessed by the ISTD.

This unit is written by Safe in Dance International
(SiDI) and meets the SiDI Core Principle 1.

Candidates must have completed Intermediate
tap/modern, or be working at that level and able
to take Intermediate prior to the course finishing.
Candidates must have grade 4 GCSE English
Language and Mathematics.
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Progression
Students studying this qualification are looking to
progress into teaching dance, in an ISTD school.

Entry Requirements

Level 3 Certificate UAL
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Teaching & Learning

Duration:
2 years

You will be taught using a variety of methods
such as lectures, demonstrations, presentations,
group work, individual work, student led
projects and teacher led projects.

Overview

Assessment

On this course, you will learn Contemporary
dance, Ballet, Jazz, Street and choreography
skills.

There are no formal exams for this course,
assessment is conducted through creative
coursework and public shows.

You will perform in two College shows per year
in our College Theatre, participate in workshops
from professional dance companies, attend
educational theatre visits and perform in the
Rock Challenge.

Progression

Structure
In year one you will complete units on technique,
developing your performance skills and study
contextual studies. In year two you will complete
a self-directed project of your own choosing and
perform your own choreography to an audience.
You will also study anatomy and nutrition and
develop your technical skills through audition
preparation.

Many of our students go on to professional
dance schools such as Bird College, The Place
and Laban. Many others go on to study at
a university such as Middlesex, Winchester,
Chichester, Surrey or East London College.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. Dance experience is
essential and you will be expected to attend an
audition as part of the interview process.
Please note: Uniform is required for this
course and you will be expected to provide this.
There is also a £25 participation fee for Rock
Challenge (this includes entry fee, team T-shirt
and costumes).
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DIGITAL GAMES DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
Level 3 National Diploma BTEC
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This brand new course has been put
together using skills from the IT, Media
and Arts departments.
This multidisciplinary skillset will allow us to offer
you the very best experience when working in
this field. You will learn about the games industry,
from devising a concept, to developing a working
prototype using industry standard applications.
The College has invested heavily in both new
hardware and software based on the input from
industry experts to ensure you start off right on
this exciting course.
Over the two years you will gain both technical
and non-technical skills that are highly regarded
by the industry. We will provide you with all the
relevant software to enable you to develop and
hone your skills outside of the classroom. This
will be a fully digital course, utilising a range of
different digital resources and submission of
assignments.

Structure
The course will be two years, where you will
cover a mixture of specialist applications and
industry specific skills. During the first year the
focus is on industry skills, Higher Education and
industry visits. Units include: digital media skills,
media campaigns, 3D modelling, games engine
scripting, 3D digital animation, app production
and working in the creative media industry.

Teaching & Learning
Using the latest hardware and software
technology, aligned with industry practice
in games development, you will have the
opportunity to acquire real world skills and
experience in this emerging industry. Using
software from Autodesk, Adobe, Apple,
Unity, V-Ray, Google and Microsoft you will
be versed in relevant packages and gaming
environments. The course will include a variety
of teaching methods using online digital
resources, with learners developing a range
of portfolios in various different formats.
Where appropriate guest speakers and industry
experts will be invited in to provide insight
into games development.

Assessment
The assessment will largely be assignment based
together with externally controlled assessment.

Progression
After successfully completing this subject
learners could progress on to a Higher Education
university course, Level 4 Apprenticeship in
games development or other relevant industry.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Theatre workshop – You will participate in the
creation, development and performance of a
piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of
an extract from a text.

Overview

You will produce for assessment a final
performance and a creative log.

This is an exciting course offering a
practical, challenging programme of study
which is intended to ensure that you gain
a comprehensive appreciation of the nature
of drama and theatre.
You will develop an understanding of how
the social, cultural and historic contexts of a
theatrical text have influenced the development
of drama and theatre. You will also be given
the opportunity to develop the creativity and
independence to become effective theatre
makers through acting and/or theatre design.
You will experience a range of opportunities to
create theatre in both text-based and devised
work. You will also be encouraged to understand
the collaborative relationship between various
roles within theatre and participate both as
theatre makers and as audience members of live
theatre. This course should enable you to develop
a thorough and expert appreciation of drama and
theatre.
The content is stimulating, relevant and
accessible to a wide range of learners, ensuring
both breadth and depth to the study of drama
and theatre. The structure allows students
to work practically as theatre makers and
demonstrate their ability to draw together
different areas of knowledge and understanding
from across the full course of study.

Text in action – You will participate in the
creation, development and performance of two
pieces of theatre, one of which is devised.
Text in performance – You will sit a timed exam,
based on three different texts studied in class
over the two years.
The course is taught through practitioner
workshops, acting technique classes, lectures,
visits to live theatre, and student centred
discovery tasks. There is creative group work
to develop and apply an informed, analytical
framework for making, performing, interpreting
and understanding drama and theatre.
The teaching environment engages students
in practical and contextual learning activities
supported by digital media technologies.
To enrich the learning experience, practical work
underpins contextual practitioner studies to
provide experiential tasks and a knowledge base
of theatre styles and historical and contemporary
influences upon the performing arts.

Assessment
Practical performance assessments, reflective
and evaluative creative project log, timed final
written exam.

Progression
Students can progress on to Higher Education
courses in drama and theatre, performing,
English and humanities. Alternatively you may
wish to move on to Drama School.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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FASHION DESIGN WOMENSWEAR
UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

designs; this will include planning hair, make-up
and the music for your models to walk to.

Duration:
2 years

There will be opportunities to visit galleries,
exhibitions and fashion shows to provide further
insight into the industry.

Overview

You will keep a sketch book with all samples,
designs and your thoughts and artist/designer
research to demonstrate your development
and how you reached and realised your
final outcomes. At times you will work in
a self‑directed format, planning your own
time, researching and exploring your own
design concepts.

If a career in fashion appeals to you and
you’re creative, interested in clothing,
drawing and photography, this course is for
you. It’s a unique and broad-ranging course
covering all aspects of the fashion design
process from construction, graphics and
fashion photography.
Working within a commercial context, you will
select customers to design for, gather and
record inspiration to help you develop garment
ideas while learning the intricate techniques of
pattern cutting and garment construction in our
specialist pattern cutting rooms. You will take
part in illustration workshops to give you the
skills to communicate your designs to others.

Structure
The course is very practical and you will be
learning many aspects used widely in the fashion
and textiles industry such as fashion illustration,
print making, garment design, basic stitching
and construction.
You will be set briefs to work to within which you
will need to complete initial observational studies
in the form of drawings and photographs to
inspire your fashion and textiles outcomes.
You will explore the concept of trend prediction,
and identify the varying job roles within the
fashion industry such as marketing, buying
and design.
You will be set live projects by industry specialists
to give you a good insight into the fashion
industry. In the second year you will also help
organise a fashion show to showcase your

32 HSDC Prospectus Courses

Assessment
Each project will cover specific units; over the
two years of the course you will have covered
many units. Each unit is assessed at Pass, Merit
or Distinction grade attributing to a final overall
grade at the end of the course. Those wanting
to continue on to Higher Education will need
to receive a merit grade or above to obtain the
required amount of UCAS points.

Progression
Most of our students continue to Higher
Education including places at prestigious
universities such as London College of Fashion,
East London and Epsom. Others have embarked
upon internships in London or progressed into
a career in retail.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language and one art based subject;
alternatively you will be accepted if you have
gained successful completion of a BTEC/UAL
First Diploma at Merit or Distinction grade.
You are also advised to bring in sketchbooks
from year 10 and 11. Finally, any of your own
textiles or fashion work that you may have
completed in your own time (if applicable).

Creative Arts

FILM STUDIES
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This academic course will ignite your passion
for film and help you understand broader
cultural and academic perspectives.
On this course you’ll analyse features,
documentaries and experimental films from
Britain, Hollywood and around the world, explore
issues like censorship and research a film or
filmmaker of your choice.
Writing screenplays, producing storyboards and
shooting and editing your own films will help
you develop creative and technical skills that
will be invaluable for degree courses in film, TV,
scriptwriting, production and a career in the
media and creative industries.
You will engage critically with a range of films
from Hollywood’s silent era to the present day,
including documentary, shorts and experimental
film. The relationship between theory and
practice is explored through your own creative
work such as the production of your own short
film or screenplay with supporting photographic
storyboard. Through the study of concepts
such as narrative, genre, representations and
spectatorship you will develop your critical
analysis skills and understand more about
how meaning is created in film.

Structure
Year one: An introduction to the critical
frameworks that underpin study of film, including
both silent and non-English language texts set by
the exam board.
Year two: In-depth exam preparation
including revision of all set texts. Completion
of non-examined assessment.

Assessment
There will be a combination of non-examined
assessment (30%) and exams (70%).

Progression
This course is an invaluable stepping stone
to degree courses in film, TV, scriptwriting,
production and a career in the media and
creative industries. Many of our Film Studies
students have found work in the media and
film industries.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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FINE ART
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course encourages exploration of
what art means to you and to the world
around you.
Fine Art will develop your creative and practical
skills across a wide range of themes and ideas.
You will create a portfolio of work, using a
number of techniques and media to experiment
with and explore your subject.
Assignments address different elements of art,
including themes, ideas and processes. Practical,
studio-based work is supported by lectures,
workshops and visits to galleries and exhibitions
to aid your overall knowledge of historical and
contemporary movements.

Structure
Throughout the two years you will develop your
skills through a range of workshops including;
drawing, painting, printmaking and mixed media.
You will be required to research, analyse and
evaluate the work of artists and develop your
own responses.
During the first year, subjects such as landscape,
the built environment, the human figure and still
life are offered as starting points for practical
assignments together with more abstract or
conceptual themes.

Assessment
The A Level consists of two components of
coursework that are internally assessed and
externally moderated.
––Component one: Personal Investigation.
The personal investigation consists of two
parts: a major in-depth critical, practical and
theoretical project in which you investigate
a theme or subject matter that has personal
significance. You are required to produce a
portfolio of work that demonstrates creativity
and practical skill. Critical and contextual
studies together with other evidence of
development will also be presented for
assessment. An extended written element
(minimum of 1000 words), which relates to
practical work.
––Component two: Externally set assignment.
This component consists of two parts:
Preparatory study period. After a starting
point is selected you will produce preparatory
work in response to set assignment materials.
You will produce critical, practical and
theoretical work and supporting studies that
will inform resolved ideas. There will be a timed
examination.
Visits are organised to museums, galleries
and other places of interest to help you to
develop your understanding of historical and
contemporary developments in art. It is expected
that you will spend five hours per week on
independent study for this course.

Progression
The course gives you the opportunity to
explore personal interests in art in more depth,
developing and extending your study whilst
considering new themes and approaches.
Students wishing to continue their art & design
studies beyond this course, would normally
progress on to Pre-Degree Foundation Diploma
in Art & Design with a view to applying for
a specialist degree. A Level Art & Design
courses are recognised nationally as academic
qualifications for university entrance.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language and Mathematics. You are
required to present a portfolio of art work at
interview that demonstrates your ability in this
subject. Students accepted on to art based
courses would normally have a full GCSE in Art
& Design at grade 4 or above. It may be possible
to start without a GCSE in art by submission of
a portfolio at interview.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
The Graphic Communication A Level provides
the opportunity for you to develop your
creative potential as a graphic designer
or graphic illustrator through a wide area
of study.
Be it advertising, campaigns or branding,
graphic communication is integral to everyday
life. Focusing on the use of text and image to
communicate ideas, you’ll produce practical
explorations alongside critical analysis in areas
including illustration, typography, advertising,
packaging design and design for print.

Structure
On this course, you will complete:
Coursework portfolio: In your first year, you
will complete several guided projects and
design workshops.

Assessment
This course is assessed through a coursework
portfolio and an externally set assignment.

Progression
Many students wishing to pursue art & design
further progress to an HND or pre-degree
Foundation Course in Art & Design, followed by
a university degree in the creative specialism of
your choice. Such courses have included graphic
design, illustration, typography, digital media,
computer animation, computer games design,
advertising, fine art and architecture.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. You should also
have studied a related subject such as graphic
design, art & design, photography or textiles at
GCSE level. Evidence of creative ability must be
shown at interview in the form of a portfolio of
art and design work. It may be possible to gain
entry to the qualification without a GCSE in an
art related subject by submitting a portfolio
showcasing your practical work at interview.

Recent live projects have included a children’s
vector animal illustration book and hand drawn
expressive typography outcomes displayed in a
children’s ward at QA Hospital.
During your second year you will have the
opportunity to develop a personal investigation
within a subject area and specialism of your
choice, developing an extensive and personal
portfolio of work.
Externally set assignment: Candidates select
from starting points issued by the exam
board. During this period candidates complete
preparatory work and culminate the assignment
with fifteen hours of supervised time where the
focus is on developing ideas and completing final
outcome(s) independently.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS

Creative Arts

HISTORY OF ART
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course will provide you with the skills
and the critical vocabulary you will require
in order to analyse and interpret works of art
and architecture. It incorporates all aspects
of history, as well as philosophy, anthropology,
politics and religion.
This A level can lead on to a range of humanities
subjects at university, including history of art,
but works equally well for those hoping to take
art and design courses. During the course you
will look at a wide range of topics from cave
paintings to contemporary art.

Structure
We provide a range of teaching methods to
cover all the skills you require to answer the
papers successfully. A range of trips to museums
and art galleries will enhance your knowledge
and give you visual first hand references. Guest
speakers will also be invited in to give talks.
Paper one (50%) 3hrs exam:
––Section A: visual analysis – discuss an unseen
photograph of a painting, sculpture or a
building.
––Section B: themes – answer questions on two
themes out of three:
— Nature in art and architecture.
— Identities in art and architecture.
— War in art and architecture.
Paper two (50%) 3hrs exam:
An exam question on periods of art.
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Assessment
You will be assessed on two different papers
and be expected to integrate knowledge and
understanding from works you have studied, as
well as visual analysis and interpretation skills
applied to the different types of art.

Progression
After completing the course you could become
an international art curator, set up your own
gallery, become an Sotherby’s expert, restore
masterpieces, work for the National Trust, deal
in art or delve into the digital world of images
and media.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including
English Language and Mathematics.

Creative Arts
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MEDIA
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years

Assessment
You will be assessed through a practical
coursework unit and an examination at the end
of the second year.

Progression
Overview
This A Level course asks you to explore the
media industry and the way that audiences
are targeted, as well as considering the power
of media in altering public opinion through
the representation of individuals and groups
within society.
Structure
In component one, you will learn to analyse
media language and representation and study
media industries and audiences, focusing on
advertising including historical print-based ads
and film marketing (Straight Outta Compton and
I, Daniel Blake), as well as contemporary audiovisual charity advertisements.
You will also study newspapers, video games
(Assassin’s Creed III: Liberation) and music videos
(Dizzee Rascal and Beyonce).
In component two, you will examine various
media forms in greater depth including
contemporary TV drama (Life on Mars and The
Bridge), mainstream and alternative magazines,
and finally blogs.
Both component one and component two will
be assessed via examination at the end of the
second year.
Component three is a practical coursework unit
in which you will learn to use industry-standard
software to create your own magazine cover,
double-page spread and related website.
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A good A Level pass in a range of subjects will
assist a student to progress to Higher Education
or appropriate employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

Creative Arts

MUSIC
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Assessment

Duration:
2 years

Assessment is by final recital performance,
coursework composition to a choice of brief
given by the exam board and a written paper
based on the six areas of study.

Overview

Progression

This course balances coursework with
examinations, and you’ll need to assist
your classwork with instrument practice
and independent study on your own
compositions.

Exceptional performers can continue on to a
music conservatoire course, or may study for a
degree in music or other subject at university.
Typical careers include teaching and performing,
music theory, music and the media.

Throughout the course, you’ll study a range
of topics including performing music,
composing, developing musical understanding
and composition and technical study.
This is a dynamic course as you’ll enjoy
concerts, recitals, examinations and auditions
throughout your study.

Entry Requirements

Structure
On this course, you will study:
––Performance of music via weekly performance
lessons in addition to your private lessons
––Composing
––Developing musical understanding through
studying six areas of study - vocal music,
instrumental music, music for film, pop music
and jazz, fusions and new directions
You will attend classes in composition,
performance, listening, understanding and
harmony. In addition, you will study rudiments.

Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. You will be around
grade 5 standard on an instrument and have
achieved a grade 4 in GCSE Music (although this
is not essential) and/or grade 5 Theory. You’ll
have to audition for this course, so while you
don’t need a practical music grade, you’ll need
to perform at around the standard of grade 5 on
an instrument or voice. Music theory is important
too, and you should aim to be at grade 5 theory
standard at the start of the course.
Please note: You will study at both campuses
for this course, however, the days will be
structured so that you are not expected to make
several journeys. Please speak to your lecturer
at our open events or at your interview for
more information.

All students are expected to be in the
College Choir.
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE
Level 2 (RSL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This one year course is designed for students
who are looking to develop their music
performance skills for a career in the music
industry. Alongside the course you will also
study for your Mathematics and English
Functional Skills and/or GCSE qualifications.
Structure
On this course you will have the opportunity to
study a variety of music performance related
areas, you will be able to improve your:
––Musicianship
––Rehearsal skills
––Performance skills
––Music business skills
––Live engineering skills
––Music career skills
––Music, marketing and promotion skills

Teaching & Learning
Practical classes will be taught by instrument
specialists in a professional rehearsal
environment. This will develop your technique
and prepare you for performances. Non-practical
units will be delivered in a more traditional
classroom based environment by lecturers and
guest speakers. These sessions give an overview
of the wider musical world including working
within the industry.

Assessment
Assessment is mainly through practical project
work, rehearsing, performing at gigs and written
assignments. All assessments and assignments
have an agreed hand in date and are all electronic
based.

Progression
At HSDC students who gain at least an overall
Merit grade can progress to our Level 3
qualifications. The pathway could then lead to
a HND Level 4 and 5 (here at HSDC) or Higher
Education (Level 6) if desired. Some students
may gain employment in the music industry as
a direct result of achieving an overall Merit or
Distinction.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.
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Level 3 Extended Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
On this course you will discover where your
potential niche is within the music industry.
Students will be required to rehearse with
other budding musicians, working towards
assessed performances throughout the two
year programme. This course is equivalent to
three A Levels.
AMP (Art Music Media Performance) has a
professional studio, three specialist music
rehearsal suites, three rooms equipped
with Apple Macs and the latest version of
Logic Pro X, plus an acoustically engineered
recording and recital room.
We have excellent links within the industry, giving
you access to seminars and guest speakers. You
will leave the academy with confidence to pursue
your own career in the music industry.

Structure
This course is structured around practical and
assignment based academic units. Assessed
performances will take place at local music
venues within the Portsmouth area. In addition
to performing, you will cover many different
areas of the music industry including live
software and equipment.

Teaching & Learning
You will be taught by music industry
professionals who are both qualified lecturers
and specialists in their discipline. The course
programme uses practical teaching methods to
develop essential skills as a musician. Classroom
and homework activities will help you discover
fundamental aspects of the music industry
and other music related areas.

Assessment
You will be continually assessed in all the units on
the course. Work is both practical in nature with
written assignments required to support this.
Some units require controlled assessments.

Progression
Many students progress on to Higher Education
to study at degree level. Alternatively, you could
go straight into the music industry. You may also
use the qualification to access other degrees/
employment in areas such as media, film and
television, broadcasting, acoustics, events/music
management, music tuition, live sound and other
disciplines that are not directly related to music.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including either
English Language or Mathematics. An audition is
required on main instrument.

––Music projects and ensembles
––Events management
––Instrumental development
––Recording and production techniques
––Composing music
––Sequencing music
––Music industry
––Listening skills
––Live sound
––Practical music theory and harmony
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Creative Arts

MUSIC PRODUCTION
Level 2 Diploma (RSL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This one year course is designed for
students who are looking to develop their
understanding of music production and
technology for a career in the music industry.
Alongside the course you will also study for your
Mathematics and English Language Functional
Skills and/or GCSE qualifications.

Structure
On this course you will have the opportunity
to study a variety of music technology and
production areas alongside planning your musical
career and how to promote yourself and others
in the modern musical world.
Units will include:
––Remixing and production
––Using a keyboard with a DAW
––Live sound reinforcement
––Studio recording
––Live recording
––Careers in music
––Music, marketing and promotion

42 HSDC Prospectus Courses

Assessment
Assessment is mainly through practical project
work, remixing modern tracks, recording in the
studio, mixing a live band, as well as two written
assignments. All assessments and assignments
have an agreed hand in date and are all
electronic based.

Progression
At HSDC students who gain at least an overall
Merit grade can progress to our Level 3
qualifications. The pathway could then lead to
a HND Level 4 and 5 (here at HSDC) or Higher
Education (Level 6) if desired. Some students
may gain employment in the music industry as
a direct result of achieving an overall Merit or
Distinction.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

Level 3 Extended Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
The UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music
Production has been designed to provide
students with the skills, knowledge and
understanding necessary to progress into
the music production, creative and digital
industries, as a career or at degree level.
Many students may have identified a specific
career in the creative industries that they
wish to progress into, recording engineer,
producer, songwriter, live sound engineer,
events manager etc.
AMP (Art Music Media Performance) has a
professional studio, three specialist music
rehearsal suites, three rooms equipped
with Apple Macs running Logic Pro X, plus
an acoustically engineered recording and
recital room.
We have excellent links within the industry, giving
you access to seminars and guest speakers.
You will leave the academy with the
confidence to pursue your own career in
the music industry.

Structure
This course is delivered over two years and will
enable students to develop a portfolio of work
that could support progression into a range of
Higher Education courses.
Year one units:
––Principles of music performance
––Critical listening and music composition
––Music industry and professional practice
––Critical and contextual music awareness
––Music production in context
––Music performance in context
––Preparation for specialist study
––Collaborative music project
Year two units:
––Developing music
––Exploration of specialist study
––Preparation for progression in he/employment
––Extended project proposal
––Extended project
Please note all units are mandatory in both year
one and two.

Assessment
You will be continually assessed in all the units on
the course. Work is both practical in nature with
written assignments required to support this.
Evidence is gathered in both written and video
form, with end of year units being assessed to
give the overall final grade.

Progression
Many students progress on to Higher Education
to study at degree level. Alternatively, you could
go straight into the music industry. You may also
use the qualification to access other degrees/
employment in areas such as media, film and
television, broadcasting, acoustics, events/music
management, music tuition, live sound and other
disciplines that are not directly related to music.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including either
English Language or Mathematics. You do not
necessarily have to play an instrument, as you
could be pursuing a different route within the
creative industries.
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MUSIC PRODUCTION

Creative Arts

MUSICAL THEATRE
Level 3 Extended Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you have a strong interest in performing
and great enthusiasm for musical theatre,
then this course is aimed at you.
From day one you’ll take part in practical classes
where you’ll develop and apply skills in acting,
singing and dancing. To support this work you’ll
investigate the background of musical theatre
using research, presentation and written formats.

Teaching & Learning
Many of your classes will be practical where
you will be taught techniques in singing, acting
and dancing. Some lessons will be theoretical
where you will be required to undertake
research projects.
Projects can be either lecturer-led or student-led
depending on the chosen material.

Assessment
You will be continually assessed through
observation in class, coursework and through
performance.

Progression

As your practical skills develop you’ll set about
analysing and evaluating your progress through
logbooks and practise diaries. Projects may be
either lecturer or student-led, depending on your
chosen material.

You could go on to study in Higher Education
either at university or at specialist Colleges such
as Arts Educational, Mountview, Guildford School
of Acting, Performers College and Bird College.
This qualification can also lead into the holiday
industry as an entertainer or teaching.

Importantly, you’ll have regular opportunities
to perform in musical theatre at the College.

Entry Requirements

Structure
You will take part in practical classes where you
will develop and apply skills in acting, singing
and dancing. Supporting this work you will also
investigate the background of musical theatre
using research, presentation and written formats.
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Five GCSEs at grade 4 or successful completion
of a First Diploma in the Performing Arts
with Merit profile. Unless under exceptional
circumstances, a minimum grade 4 or above in
English Language GCSE is required. You will also
be required to take part in an audition where
we will assess your potential. You will sing a
musical theatre song of your choice, perform a
monologue which will be given to you to learn
and participate in a dance workshop.

Creative Arts

LOOKING TO TAKE YOUR
ARTISTIC FLAIR IN A
DIFFERENT DIRECTION?
Why not look at our Production Arts
(Make-Up) and Theatrical Hair & Beauty
courses on pages 74-77.
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PERFORMING ARTS
Level 2 Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Assessment

Duration:
1 year

Assessment is continuous throughout workshop
sessions and performances during the year.
Digital journals, evaluations and presentations
may also form an integral part of the assessment.

Overview

Progression

The Level 2 Diploma in Performing Arts
has been designed to provide students with
the skills, knowledge and understanding
necessary to progress to further study and
training in a range of performing arts subjects.
The qualification has been designed for students
who have an interest in the performing arts, often
a specific discipline such as acting, dance or
musical theatre, who wish to explore and extend
this interest via a full time, immersive learning
experience.
Many students will have identified a specific
career in the creative industries that they wish
to progress to (e.g. actor, entertainer, director,
musical theatre performer, dancer, choreographer
etc.) using this qualification as a starting point.

Structure
This course will allow you the freedom
to develop your individual strengths as a
performer, as well as acquiring ensemble skills in
which to enhance your ability to collaborate and
communicate. You will gain a significant amount
of experience in working as part of an ensemble
and explore a variety of performance skills in
which to inform your own creative choices.
You will explore key aspects of performance
such as teamwork and collaboration as well
as a variety of contrasting performance styles
and genres. You will explore solo and group
performance material, voice, singing and
movement, and demonstrate how to embed
research within your practical work. Throughout
the year, you will work as a small performance
company and work with industry professionals
in the development of live and recorded
performance work.
Most lessons are highly practical and physical.
You will be taught how to use digital and web
technologies in order to produce an online
learning blog and as a tool to aid the promotion
of your work/show reels.
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Students who achieve an overall Merit or above
would normally progress on to a suitable Level 3
Extended Diploma or possible employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or above including
English Language and Mathematics. Entry is by
interview and audition. You should prepare a
dance (any style), song (musical theatre) or a
monologue (selected from a modern play script)
of your choice.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Photography is an ever-changing medium
that stretches across fields including press
and editorial, advertising, fashion, fine art, the
natural world and scientific recording.
You will have the opportunity to investigate and
refine a range of skills in both contemporary and
traditional technologies through the exploration
of portraiture, landscape, still life, documentary
and experimental imagery, in the studio and
on location. From this, you’ll create your own
photographic-based imagery in response to a
variety of exciting and stimulating projects.
Trips are organised to galleries hosting
photographic exhibitions across the country plus
practical-based trips to local venues for night
photography and street photography.

Structure
Year one is workshop based and you will
develop your camera skills and understanding of
photography through a number of set projects.
Initially you will learn how to use your camera
functions and settings, how to process black
and white film and make enlargements in the
darkroom, how to work in a photographic studio
with professional and industry standard lighting
equipment and how to work on-location with
flash and at various times of the day including
night photography.

Year two consists of two main components:
––Component one: The personal investigation
(60%) – This component of work consists of a
major, in-depth contextual and practical-based
project that enables you to further develop
your ideas and interests in photography. Your
practical work is supported by a minimum
of 1000 words, which can be presented in
a variety of ways. You will produce both a
sketchbook and research work, which will be
assessed alongside a portfolio of prints and
outcome.
––Component two: Externally set assignment
(40%) – This component requires you to
produce preparatory work in response to
set questions, develop ideas, research and
experiment and plan a self-directed outcome.
You will need to create an informed and
competent response within a controlled test
environment.

Assessment
Your work is assessed individually in tutorial
sessions, group discussion, presentations and
by formally assessed unit submissions. Final
assessment is carried out by your lecturers, then
moderated by an external moderator appointed
by the examining board.

Progression
A good A Level pass in a range of subjects will
assist you to progress to Higher Education or
appropriate employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

Your work will need to be recorded in a
sketchbook, which will include critical studies and
contextual research, planning, contact sheets,
practical work and evaluations.
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Creative Arts

PHOTOGRAPHY & GRAPHIC DESIGN
Level 3 Extended Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Do you love looking at and creating
images? If you are keen to develop your
understanding of photography and
graphic‑based communication, then
this course is ideal for you.
Gain a thorough understanding of traditional
darkroom techniques, as well as cutting edge
digital photographic processes. You will learn
how to master Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator and
other software used in industry. You will research
a wide array of artists to discover how they go
about producing their work, and allow their work
to inform your ideas.
Taught by a team of professional and
experienced photographers and graphics
professionals, you will also get the opportunity
to visit galleries and attend exhibitions
throughout your course. All of this will help
you to build a portfolio to enable you to
progress to university or work.

Structure
You will learn studio lighting, location
photography, food photography, portrait
photography, black and white traditional dark
room printing, traditional cut and paste, digital
graphics, infographics, Photoshop, Illustrator,
illustration, industry practice, contextual
researching and much more.
You also have opportunities to pursue your own
particular area of interest within either discipline
during self directed projects.

Assessment
This course consists of a 90-credit Diploma in
year one followed by the Extended Diploma in
year two. Each project brief covers units that
build up through the two years of the course to
provide an 18-unit award. All units are assessed at
either Pass, Merit or Distinction grade, with a final
grade awarded at the end of the course.

Progression
Students progress from this course on to
Pre‑Degree Foundation course, HND, degrees,
self-employment, Apprenticeships and full time
employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grades 4 or above including a
creative art-based subject and English Language.

48 HSDC Prospectus Courses

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This exciting course is perfect for those
wishing to explore their creativity in this
inspiring, broad and dynamic subject.
Textiles is taught in a studio-based environment
within the art department. We encourage you
to be inquisitive, experimental and confident
with your ideas. You will be developing your
own responses to challenging and stimulating
assignments. Trips are organised to see both
contemporary and historical exhibitions as part
of your research for coursework.

Structure
Year one is workshop based and you will develop
your skills in creating structure, surface pattern,
free machine embroidery, dyeing, garment design
and making. You will be set assignments which
encourage you to combine your skills, recording
your processes in sketchbooks and creating
inspiring outcomes.
Year two consists of two main components:
––Component one: The personal investigation
(60%) – This component of work consists of a
major in-depth contextual and practical based
project that enables you to further develop
your ideas and interests in textiles. Your
practical work is supported by a minimum
of 1000 words, which can be presented in a
variety of ways. You will produce sketchbooks
including research work which will be assessed
alongside fabric samples leading to a final
outcome.
––Component two (40%) – This component
requires you to produce preparatory work
in response to set questions, research,
experiment, develop ideas and plan a
self‑directed outcome. You will need to
create an informed and competent response
within a controlled test environment.

Assessment
Your work is assessed individually in tutorial
sessions, group discussion and formally by
component submissions. Final assessments
are moderated by the exam board.

Progression
Foundation Pre–Degree, university degree
course, Apprenticeship, industry employment,
self-employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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TEXTILES

Creative Arts
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Creative Arts

SubsidIary DIplomaS
Subsidiary Diplomas are two year
single subjects for people who want to
develop as a dancer or musician and
learn about these industries. These
courses can be studied alongside your
other A Levels and are equivalent to one
full A Level each. They cannot be taken
as full time Vocational subjects, they are
to make up your A Level portfolio.

DANCE, PERFORMANCE AND CHOREOGRAPHY
Level 3 Extended Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
On this course you will study techniques
such as the Graham, Release and Cunningham
techniques as well as Jazz and Classical
Ballet. You will have opportunities to perform
in public shows and attend theatre trips.
Structure
You will perform in three public shows per year
in our College Theatre, participate in workshops
from professional dance companies, attend
educational theatre visits and choreograph and
perform in Havant & South Downs College’s
Rock Challenge.

Assessment
Practical assessments will be carried out in a
classroom environment or in the yearly shows
This is weighted as 90% practical course and 10%
theory. There will be some evaluations at the end
of each assessment.

Progression
Many of our students go on to professional
dance schools such as Laban and Bird College,
many others progress onto university to continue
their studies.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language or, a Merit grade from a Dance Level
2 Diploma (including English Language). Some
dance experience is essential before starting the
course. All students are auditioned to ensure the
course will meet their needs.
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MUSIC PRODUCTION (ADVANCED)
Level 3 Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you are keen to create, produce and record
music; using professional software packages
and hardware; record and produce your
own compositions or learn how to work with
session players and musicians, this is the
course for you.
Structure
This course benefits from music production
focused units that provide the skills to set you
on your way to working in the music industry as
a producer, engineer, artist or mix engineer. You
will study MIDI sequencing, audio sequencing
and multi-track recording techniques. You will

use all the skills combined to create and capture
professional sounding compositions. You will
always be encouraged to support class study,
with independent study time in the professional
computer suites and recording studios.

Assessment
You will work closely with a highly qualified
team from both academic and industry-based
backgrounds. Dedicated computer suites
and professional recording studios are used
throughout all units.

Progression
There are many opportunities in Higher
Education and many career possibilities for those
proficient in handling music technology.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at Grade 4 or above including
English Language and Mathematics.

MUSIC (POPULAR MUSIC PERFORMANCE)
Level 3 Diploma (UAL)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
The course includes instrumental workshops.
Students will be required to rehearse with
other budding musicians, working towards
assessed performances throughout the two
year programme.
Structure
Units on the course will consist of: working and
developing as a music ensemble, composing
music and pop music in practice. The course will
contain practical and theoretical elements, as well
as performances.
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Assessment
You will be continually assessed on Pass, Merit
and Distinction criteria in all the units on the
course. Much of the work is practical in nature
but written assignments are required to support
this. There is no final examination.

Progression
On completion of the course alongside your
other qualifications you will be able to progress
to relevant Higher Education courses, into
industry or onto an Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at Grade 4 or above including
English Language and Mathematics, as well as an
audition that requires you to demonstrate that
you are advance enough on your instrument/
voice to start rehearsing with a band.
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The study of English involves literary and linguistic study
as well as opportunity for creative writing. If you’re a linguist
with the desire to harness more power through speaking,
listening and writing, then this is your chance to excel.
Linguistic abilities are lifelong transferable skills that have
important applications across the full spectrum of trade and
industry. Don’t miss this opportunity to sharpen your skills
for a successful future.

ENGLISH AND LANGUAGES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
GCSE
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
The course is aimed at anybody who
wants to gain a GCSE qualification in
English Language.
When employers or Colleges require a pass in
GCSE English Language they usually mean a
grade 4 or above. Consequently, all students will
be entered for the examinations at the end of the
course. You will work with texts across a range
of forms, such as letters, articles, speeches and
leaflets. Texts range across fiction (paper one)
and non‑fiction (paper two) from the 19th, 20th
and 21st centuries.

Structure
Paper one: Fiction paper (50% of final mark) –
final exam in the summer term.
Paper two: Non-fiction paper (50% of final
mark) – final exam in the summer term.
Speaking and listening assessment: in-class
assessment taken during the course.

Assessment
Your work is assessed individually in tutorial
sessions, group discussion and formally by
component submissions. Final assessments
are moderated by the exam board.

Progression
A grade 4 in GCSE English Language is
invaluable to many employers. You may also wish
to continue on to another College course that
may require a pass at GCSE English.

Entry Requirements
This course is for any student with a strong
interest in English Language. It is essential that
you can achieve a required level of reading for
meaning, spelling, grammar and punctuation.
These are examined before entry on to
the course.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Have you ever wondered how babies acquire
speech and how children learn to write? Think
men and women talk differently? Bemused
by ‘gay’ meaning something different now to
a hundred years ago? Want to test whether
‘teens’ and technology really are ruining the
language?
On this course, you will find out the answers to
these and many other questions!
You will study the language of speech, writing
and social media. You’ll discover how gender,
occupation, class and where you come from,
impacts on English.
You’ll look at the language of different social
groups and how English has evolved over 500
years.
You will develop excellent reading and writing
abilities; sharpening your analytical, expressive
and evaluative skills.
You will write creatively and critically about
language and develop the independent
investigation and research skills that universities
will love.
This course can lead on to a wide range of career
pathways including copywriting, advertising,
public relations, publishing, journalism, speech
therapy, curating and law.

Structure
Exam paper one: Language, the individual
and society
––A. Textual variations and representations
––B. Children’s language development
Exam paper two: Language diversity and
change
––A. Diversity and change
––B. Language discourses
Non-examined assessment: Language in action
––A. Original writing and commentary
––B. Language investigation

Assessment
There are two exams at the end of the second
year. There are two pieces of non-examined
assessment (coursework) which are embedded
within the two year course.

Progression
English Language combines well with any subject
but is particularly complimentary to Sociology,
Psychology, Politics, Law, Creative Writing,
English Literature, Media and any Modern
Foreign Language.
The majority of our students progress on to
Higher Education, studying a wide variety of
subjects. Related degrees our students have
gone on to study include law, international
business, economics, speech & language therapy,
English literature, linguistics and creative writing.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language.

It is accepted by all university institutions for
entry on to undergraduate courses.
This course is very different from what you’ve
been doing for GCSE English. Apply for this
course if you love the sheer variety of English,
like to read a lot and have an enquiring mind.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you’re interested in exploring language
widely, in both traditional literary texts and
modern communication including blogs and
television, this course will suit you perfectly.
You will have the opportunity to develop skills in
analysis of language, literary concepts and your
own creative writing in a variety of forms.
This course involves reading and analysing
a range of texts: fiction includes F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby, Tennessee
Williams’ play A Streetcar Named Desire and
modern poet, Jacob Sam-La Rose’s 2013
collection. You will also explore a range of
non-fiction texts, from Captain Scott’s Diary
chronicling his South Pole expedition, to Russell
Brand’s evidence to a select committee on
drug policy. In the second year you will work
independently on your own selection of texts and
have the opportunity to develop your own fiction
and non-fiction writing skills.
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Structure
The course is taught over two years, with a new
component each term, and continuous revision
of the core texts and skills.
The four components are:
––Exploring non-fiction
––The language of poetry and plays
––Reading as a writer, writing as a reader
––Independent study

Assessment
By examination (80%) at the end of the course
and submission of coursework in second year
(20%).

Progression
English Language and Literature is excellent
preparation for any degree course that involves
extensive analysis, essay writing and independent
research, and will particularly prepare you for any
English or creative writing degree.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language.

ENGLISH AND LANGUAGES

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
English Literature allows you to study a range
of texts from different literary and cultural
genres enhanced by the study of critical
theory in the non-exam assessment.
This means you gain a solid understanding of
how texts can be connected and how they
can be interpreted in multiple ways. You will
then be not only equipped with the knowledge
and skills needed for both exams and nonexam assessment, but also experience a rich,
challenging and coherent approach that provides
an excellent basis for studying at university.
You will be looking at the ways that the genres
of tragedy and political and social protest
writing involves looking at ways in which
authors shape meanings within their texts. It
also involves thinking about a wide range of
relevant contexts, some of them to do with the
production of the text at the time of its writing,
some (where possible) to do with how the text
has been received over time and, most of all in
this specification, contexts to do with how the
text can be interpreted by readers now. This
means that we can open up texts in an exciting
and insightful way - looking at the ways in which
interpretation is not fixed, and that multiple
meanings are possible.

Structure
The two year course will enhance your ability
to both appreciate and analyse a wide variety
of literature and develop the skills needed to be
able to write critically and creatively about plays,
novels and poems.
––Literary Genres: Tragedy - You will study three
texts: Othello William Shakespeare, Tess of
the d’Urbervilles Thomas Hardy, Death of a
Salesman Arthur Miller
––Texts and Genres: The Handmaid’s Tale
Margaret Atwood, Harvest Jim Crace, Songs
of Innocence and Experience William Blake
––Theory and Independence: AQA Critical
Anthology covering a range of critical
perspectives used to produce two
non‑examined assessments (coursework),
one on poetry and one on prose

Assessment
By exam at the end of the course and submission
of a portfolio of coursework.

Progression
Many students proceed to English degree
courses, with career choices including journalism,
teaching, public relations, law and the media, and
other areas where confidence and competence in
communication are valuable skills.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language.
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FRENCH
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Communication in any language is vital, but
if you are considering employment either in
the UK or abroad within business, hospitality,
interpreting, teaching or international
organisations, having advanced language
skills are invaluable.
A Modern Foreign Language at A Level is a
facilitating subject for entry to any Russell Group
university programme.

Structure
During this two year course you will explore the
language, culture and society of the countries
where the language is spoken and develop
a critical and analytical approach to film and
literature in your chosen language.
You will carry out independent research on a
chosen aspect of social, cultural, artistic and
political life.
Over the two years of your course, listening,
reading, speaking and writing skills will be
continuously practised and developed.
You will be encouraged to express opinions,
discuss topics and current affairs and use a wider
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
to become an accurate and independent user of
the language.
You will also have the opportunity to take part
in our organised visits.

Assessment
You will be entered for three examination papers:
––Paper one: Listening, Reading and Writing
(Translation)
––Paper two: Writing (an essay on one text and
one film or two texts from a set list)
––Paper three: Speaking (discussion of a stimulus
card plus individual research project)

Progression
You may decide to continue to study language
at university by either focusing on one language
or combining language study with almost any
other subject. This A Level is a great asset for
university and employment as you will acquire
invaluable transferable skills such as autonomy,
creativity, analytical and critical thinking and
communication skills.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. This must include a
grade 6 in the language you wish to study, or an
equivalent level of proficiency in the language.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
During this two year course you will explore
the language, culture and society of the
countries where the language is spoken and
develop a critical and analytical approach to
film and literature in your chosen language.
You will carry out independent research on a
chosen aspect of social, cultural, artistic and
political life.
Over the two years of your course, listening,
reading, speaking and writing skills will be
continuously practised and developed.
You will be encouraged to express opinions,
discuss topics and current affairs and use a wider
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
to become an accurate and independent user of
the language.

Assessment
Students will be entered for three examination
papers:
––Paper one: Listening, Reading and Writing
(Translation)
––Paper two: Writing (an essay on one text and
one film or two texts from a set list)
––Paper three: Speaking (discussion of a stimulus
card plus individual research project)

Progression
You may decide to continue to study language
at university by either focusing on one language
or combining language study with almost any
other subject. This A Level is a great asset for
university and employment as you will acquire
invaluable transferable skills such as autonomy,
creativity, analytical and critical thinking and
communication skills.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. This must include a
grade 6 in the language you wish to study, or an
equivalent level of proficiency in the language.

You will also have the opportunity to take part in
our organised visits.

Structure
First year topics:
––Aspects of society: social issues and current
trends such as attitudes to marriage, equality
of opportunity, communication technology,
regional identity, music, cinema, artistic and
cultural heritage in the country where the
language is spoken.
––Detailed study of a film.
Second year topics:
––Multiculturalism in society: immigration, racism
and integration.
––Aspects of political and social life in the
country where the language is spoken: political
systems, the role of the EU, law and order.
––Detailed study of a novel or play.
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SPANISH
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Aspects of society: social issues and current
trends such as attitudes to marriage, equality
of opportunity, communication technology,
regional identity, music, cinema, artistic and
cultural heritage in the country where the
language is spoken
––Detailed study of a film

Overview
Are you passionate about Spanish? Do you
want to communicate with speakers of
a foreign language? Are you interested
in Spanish cultures and current affairs?
Do you enjoy learning grammar, reading
and writing? Do you have a good memory
and a logical mind?
Then this is the course for you!
Communication in any language is vital, but if
you are considering employment either in the UK
or abroad within business, hospitality, interpreting
or teaching, international organisations, having
advanced language skills are invaluable.
A Modern Foreign Language at A Level is a
facilitating subject for entry to any Russell Group
university programme.
During this two year course you will explore the
language, culture and society of the countries
where the language is spoken and develop
a critical and analytical approach to film and
literature in your chosen language.
You will carry out independent research on a
chosen aspect of social, cultural, artistic and
political life.
Over the two years of your course, listening,
reading, speaking and writing skills will be
continuously practised and developed.
You will be encouraged to express opinions,
discuss topics and current affairs and use a wider
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
to become an accurate and independent user of
the language.
You will also have the opportunity to take part in
our organised visits.
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First year topics:

Second year topics:
––Multiculturalism in society: immigration, racism
and integration
––Aspects of political and social life in the
country where the language is spoken: political
systems, the role of the EU, law and order
––Detailed study of a novel or play

Assessment
Students will be entered for three examination
papers:
––Paper one: Listening, Reading and Writing
(Translation)
––Paper two: Writing (an essay on one text and
one film or two texts from a set list)
––Paper three: Speaking (discussion of a stimulus
card plus individual research project)

Progression
You may decide to continue to study language
at university by either focusing on one language
or combining language study with almost any
other subject. This A Level is a great asset for
university and employment as you will acquire
invaluable transferable skills such as autonomy,
creativity, analytical and critical thinking and
communication skills.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. This must include a
grade 6 in the language you wish to study, or an
equivalent level of proficiency in the language.
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Foundations for Learning offer a wide variety of
courses designed to help you develop the skills and
knowledge you need to gain more independence and
decide what you would like to do in the future. Through
these courses you can acquire and improve skills
that will open doors to further study, employment or
supported employment. Class sizes are generally smaller
and a variety of specialist support is available. You can
choose Vocational options to try out, such as Catering,
Drama, Sport, Automotive, Art, Animal Care, Health &
Care, Business & Retail, IT and Hair & Beauty.

FOUNDATIONS FOR LEARNING

PATHWAY VOCATIONAL STUDIES, FOUNDATION
College Certificate (RARPA)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Teaching & Learning

Overview

You will be taught by experienced SEN teachers
with support from Additional Learning Support
Assistants. Tasks will be broken down into simple
steps. The aim is for you to move from being
supported to complete tasks, to doing them by
yourself using the RARPA principles.

This course is designed to meet the needs
of students who are 16+ and have a learning
disability or difficulty. Individual tasks are
set with steps broken down so that you can
achieve at your particular level.

Personalised support can be provided if needed
including 1:1 support in and out of class, group
academic support, personal care, special tuition
in the study centre and social communication
(speech and language) groups.

You will not need to have prior qualifications.
The course is very practical in nature to give you
an equal chance to learn.

Assessment

Duration:
1 year

Structure
You’ll have the opportunity to develop core skills
such as English Language, Mathematics and IT as
well as Independent Living Skills, basic cookery,
travel skills and self-help skills. You will also
have lots of opportunities to do supported work
experience and work-related activities.
This course also has an integral Social
Communication support session to help you
build your confidence when communicating
with others and to practise appropriate social
communication skills. You will have the chance to
take part in community trips and projects as well
as carrying out work experience.
The course is made up of the following subjects:
––Community
––Cooking
––Mathematics
––English
––Sport
––Performing arts
––Art
––Horticulture
––Work skills
––ICT
There are also work experience opportunities
within the College.
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During the course your lecturers will let you know
how you are doing, using practical assessments
to help you improve your work. You will be given
personal learning targets that will be reviewed
throughout the year.

Progression
During your course your tutor will work with you
to help you decide what you want to do next.
You will be able to choose from a wide range of
College courses, you may progress to another
course within the FFL Department, employment
or a training scheme.

Entry Requirements
There are no formal entry requirements for this
course.

LASER Award or Certificate in Vocation Studies, Entry 2 and 3
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course is for young people who may not
yet know which subject they want to study
in the future. They may not have achieved
sufficient GCSE results to get on to a Level
1 course or may have some specific support
needs.
The course helps you to improve your
Mathematics and English Language skills at the
same time as trying out a number of Vocational
subject options. Helping you focus on what you
would like to do in the future.
The Entry Level 3 Vocational Studies
Intermediate course will have slightly smaller
classes/groups than a standard Entry/Level 1
course and will also include learning support
in class.

Structure
This course will give you the opportunity to
do work experience, community projects and
study core subjects such as English Language,
Mathematics, citizenship and ICT.
Options can include:
––Sport
––Motor vehicle
––Art & design
––Skills for independent living
––Business & retail
––Animal care
––Health & care
––Catering
––Horticulture
––Performing arts
––Social communication
––Hair & beauty

Assessment
All assessments will be coursework based,
except Functional Skills English Language and
Mathematics where formal in-class tests will be
undertaken.

Progression
Vocational Studies Level 1 or another Vocational
area of your choice at Entry Level 3 or Level 1
such as Motor Vehicle, Animal Care, Art & Design,
Engineering, Health & Social Care, Catering and
Hair & Beauty.

Entry Requirements
Entry Level 2 or equivalent qualifications and
satisfactory English and Mathematics screening.
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PATHWAY VOCATIONAL STUDIES, ADVANCED
Award Certificate or Diploma in Learning, Employability and Progression –
Level 1 (LEAP)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course is for young people who may not
know yet which area of study they would like
to follow in the future. They may not have
achieved sufficient GCSE results to get on to
a Level 2 course or may have some specific
support needs.
The course helps you to improve your
Mathematics and English Language skills at the
same time as trying out a number of Vocational
options to help you focus on what you would like
to do in the future.
The Level 1 Vocational Studies Advanced course
will have slightly smaller classes/groups than
a standard Level 1 course and will also include
learning support in class.

Structure
This course will give you the opportunity to
do work experience, community projects and
study core subjects such as English Language,
Mathematics, citizenship and ICT.
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Options can include:
––Sport
––Motor vehicle
––Art & design
––Skills for independent living
––Business & retail
––Animal care
––Health & care
––Catering
––Horticulture
––Performing arts
––Hair & beauty

Assessment
All assessment will be coursework based,
with the exception of Functional Skills English
Language and Mathematics, which will include
formal tests.

Progression
On successful completion you may progress to
Vocational courses at Level 1 or 2.

Entry Requirements
Entry Level 3 or equivalent qualifications,
satisfactory initial Mathematics and English
screening.

Entry Level
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
A Pre-Supported Internship is a one year
course and is designed to introduce students
to the world of work, build their confidence
and develop practical employability skills.
If you successfully complete this year, you may
be able to progress to a full Supported Internship.

Structure
The course will be for 16 hours a week and will
include Mathematics and English Language
Functional Skills, team building, problem solving,
volunteering and work experience. A Job Coach
will also work with you to look at overcoming
barriers to work, visit local workplaces and
explore employment opportunities. Students will
also complete an NCFE Award in Employability.

Assessment
Students will complete a range of projects and
assignments to produce a portfolio of work that
will be assessed and marked by the lecturer.
Realistic but stretching targets will be set and
reviewed throughout the placement. You will be
supported in all College classes via the use of
Additional Learning Support Assistants where
needed and the use of any learning aids or
assistive technology as required.

Progression
On completion of the course you will have gained
some real world work experience, Functional
Skills English Language and Mathematics where
appropriate and an Award in Employability Skills.

Entry Requirements
No qualifications or experience are required
for this course, however, students must have
employment as their main focus and have a
desire to work.
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SUPPORTED INTERNSHIP
Entry to Level 3
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Teaching & Learning

Duration:
1 year

Students will be supported in all College classes
via the use of Additional Learning Support
Assistants where needed, and the use of any
learning aids or assistive technology as required.

Overview

Assessment

As a student you’ll attend College for
approximately one day a week.
You’ll also be supported by a Job Coach who
will help you settle into your workplace and learn
your job.
All this will enable you to build your skills and
confidence in a work setting and ensure you are
fully independent by the end of the placement.
The College will match each job to you
individually based on your skills. Your internship
will last one year and will enable you to progress
into full or part time paid employment.

Structure
A Supported Internship is designed to build on
your existing skills and interests. Students will
undertake a work placement with a relevant
local employer for a minimum of 16 hours a week
across the academic year (inclusive of usual
academic holidays to give a real experience of
work). This will be whilst receiving support from
their employability coach.
In addition to this, students will also attend
College one day a week to work on their English
Language and Mathematics skills, review their
progress and develop their employability skills.
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Your Job Coach will work with you, initially
during your placement, to provide support in
undertaking any duties required. They will also
liaise with students and parents/carers for the
duration to ensure progress is being made.
Realistic but stretching targets will be set and
reviewed throughout the placement.

Progression
Successful students will be ready for work.

Entry Requirements
No qualifications or experience are required for
this course.
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The hair and beauty industry is a thriving and
fast‑paced industry that welcomes people with the
right skills and knowledge to further consolidate its
good reputation. As a student you’ll learn how to
provide a range of treatments, as well as realising
people’s wishes, raising customer self‑confidence and
how to run an efficient salon that turns a respectable
profit. Everything you need for a rewarding career.
Please note that for some of these courses there will
be a cost for purchasing the necessary equipment.
Check with our Admissions team.

HAIR AND BEAUTY

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HAIR &
BEAUTY INDUSTRY
Level 1 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course provides a good insight
into the hair & beauty industry. You will
learn both theory and practical skills across
both of these exciting industries.
For this course, dress code is very important.
You’ll look at ways of presenting yourself
professionally and working as part of a team.
You will be taught in our realistic working salon,
Synergy, practising on each other until you have
learnt the practical skills necessary to work
on clients.

Structure
The theory will be covered in a classroom and
you will have some assignment work to complete.
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Teaching & Learning
English Language and Mathematics skills will
form part of your course and will be included
in each of your lessons. You may have the
opportunity to partake in volunteering work
within the community.

Assessment
You will carry out a variety of practical
treatments within a realistic working environment
at the Havant & South Downs College Salon,
Synergy. You will also have assignment work
to complete.

Progression
On successful completion of this course, you will
have the opportunity to move on to a Level 2
course in either Hairdressing or Beauty.

Entry Requirements
No specific entrance criteria, however, a good
combination of general education and a positive
record of attendance is required.

BTEC Level 2 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This exciting and varied course allows you to
learn a range of practical beauty therapy skills
and the theory behind them. You will watch
practical demonstrations of skills, which
you will then practise on each other before
progressing to work on paying clients.
You will have lessons in theory, anatomy and
physiology that will help develop your knowledge
and understanding of all aspects of beauty. You
will learn about manicures, pedicures, skin care,
facial treatments, hair removal, eyelash and
eyebrow treatments and make-up.
You’ll also study health and safety practice, client
care and communication, and salon reception
duties. For this course, the dress code is very
important so you’ll need to be in full uniform at
all times and bring your kit to all practical classes.

Assessment
Practical assessments will be performed on
paying clients to ensure competence. Oral
questioning will take place at the time of practical
assessment. All practical assessments are graded
as a Pass, Merit or Distinction. You will need to
be in full uniform at all times and bring your kit
to all practical classes. You are required to keep
a record of achievement log book as evidence of
treatments performed. Theoretical work including
anatomy and physiology will be assessed using
online testing or assignments.

Progression
Once the course is completed you have the
opportunity to apply to progress on to the Level
3 Diploma in Beauty Therapy. Those students
who do not wish to go on to the next level
course can obtain employment within the beauty
industry with the option of taking additional,
more advanced training on a part time basis.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

Structure
On this course, you will study:
––Health and safety practice in the salon
––Client care and communication in beauty
related industries
––Promotion of products and services to clients
in a salon
––Salon reception duties
––How to provide facial skin care
––How to remove hair using waxing techniques
––How to provide manicure treatments
––How to provide pedicure treatments
––How to provide eyelash and eyebrow
treatments
––How to apply make-up
––How to create an image based on a theme
within the hair and beauty sector
––Anatomy and physiology
––Subject-specific theory
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BEAUTY THERAPY
BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Working with colleagues within the beauty
related industries
––Monitoring and maintaining health and safety
practice
––Client care and communication in beauty
related industries
––How to promote and sell products and services
to clients
––Body massage
––Facial electrotherapy treatments
––Body electrotherapy treatments
––Massage using pre-blended aromatherapy oils
––Micro-dermabrasion treatments
––Stone therapy massage

Overview
This course will enable you to develop your
beauty skills to a more advanced level and
introduce new creative techniques to expand
and improve your existing skill-set.
You’ll cover a broad range of topics including
working with colleagues within the beauty
business, client care and communication, forming
good relationships and working effectively with
colleagues, anatomy and physiology, hygiene,
health and safety practices, promoting and
selling products and services to clients.
The more practical elements include body
massage treatments, facial electrotherapy
treatments, body electrotherapy treatments,
massage using pre-blended aromatherapy oils,
micro-dermabrasion treatments and stone
therapy massage.
Dress code is very important so you’ll need to be
in full uniform at all times and carry your kit to all
practical classes.

In this course, you will study:

Assessment
After a period of skill training within your
practical sessions, you will be assessed on your
competency while performing your practical skills
on a range of clients within block sessions at
intervals throughout the academic year. Classes
will cover a considerable amount of anatomy and
physiology, which will prepare you for the written
mandatory exams used to test your knowledge
and understanding of the units.

Progression
On successful completion, the Level 3 Diploma
in Beauty Therapy prepares you to work in
industry in a variety of venues such as salons,
health spas and cruise liners.

Entry Requirements
Level 2 in Beauty Therapy or equivalent.
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Level 1 Diploma (VTCT)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course is designed to give you a
focused insight into the work of a hairdresser
along with valuable practical skills and
theoretical knowledge.
You’ll find out about different hair types and
learn a range of hairdressing skills, including:
shampooing and conditioning, plaiting and
twisting, styling, temporary colouring and
scalp massaging.
As well as skills in English Language and
Mathematics, you’ll cover issues like teamwork,
presenting a professional image, reception
duties and how to create and maintain retail
displays. Throughout the programme there will
be a considerable amount of practical work.
During workshop sessions you’ll watch skills
demonstrations before replicating what you’ve
witnessed. Eventually you’ll progress to working
on paying customers in our salon.

Teaching & Learning
During workshop sessions there will be a
demonstration of skills, which you will then
practice on each other, training blocks and
then progress to working on paying clients.
There are also separate theory and assignment
writing classes, to develop your knowledge and
understanding of all aspects of hairdressing.
Students on this course should allow at least five
hours per week for home study.

Assessment
Practical assessments, oral questioning, written
evidence and mandatory exams. You will be
required to keep a record in a log book of all your
evidence of hairdressing skills performed.

Progression
On successful completion, students usually
progress on to Level 2 Diploma in Hairdressing,
or look for an Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
No specific entrance requirements, however,
a good combination of general education and
a positive record of attendance is required.

Structure
On this course, you will study:
––Health and safety in the salon
––An introduction to hair and beauty sector
––Working with others in the hair and beauty
sector
––How to present a professional image
in the salon
––Shampoo and conditioning
––How to colour hair using temporary colour
––Styling women’s hair
––Styling men’s hair
––The art of dressing hair
––Creation of a hair and beauty image
––Salon reception duties
––Plaiting and twisting
––Creating and maintaining retail displays
in the salon
––Providing scalp massage services
You will also be required to take an English
Language and Mathematics qualification
alongside your course. This may be either PreGCSE, GCSE or Functional Skills.
Courses HSDC Prospectus 71

HAIR AND BEAUTY

HAIRDRESSING

HAIR AND BEAUTY

HAIRDRESSING (CUTTING, STYLING AND
COLOURING SERVICES)
Level 2 Certificate (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
On this highly practical course you’ll learn
all the hairdressing skills required to start
working in a salon environment.
You’ll develop a wide range of skills including:
cutting techniques, colouring, perming, drying,
setting and creative styling techniques.

Structure
Hairdressing theory lessons will incorporate
all the latest related science, health and safety
guidance, retailing rules and legislations.
Customer service, advice and client consultation
along with the importance of up and coming
products used in the professional industry will
not only be taught in theory but will be used in
and throughout practical lessons. Importantly,
you’ll need to demonstrate aptitude in
communication, teamwork, timekeeping
and organisation.
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Assessment
Practical assessments will be performed on
paying clients to ensure competence. Oral
questioning will take place at the time of the
practical assessment. All practical assessments
will be graded based on performance to either
Pass, Merit or Distinction. You are required
to keep a record of achievement log book as
evidence of hairdressing skills performed, this will
form the basis of your portfolio. There are online
tests for some units of the course and other units
are covered by assignments.

Progression
Providing you have successfully completed the
course you will be able to apply to progress
on to the Level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing.
Those students who do not wish to go on to
Level 3 can obtain employment within the
hairdressing industry.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

Level 3 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
You can further develop your hairdressing
skills and pick up new creative techniques to
expand your skill-set by choosing this highly
practical programme.
This diploma is a high level qualification, and
you’ll be expected to do a considerable amount
of work in your own time in order to achieve
success. Part-time employment in hairdressing
would definitely be an advantage.
Learning will include advanced colouring along
with cutting techniques including long hair work.

Assessment
Practical assessment will be carried out on
paying clients in the training salon. All practical
work carried out will need to be recorded
via a digital camera to form the evidence to
be included with your portfolio. Attempts at
assessment are made when you feel you have
a good chance of successfully meeting the
performance criteria. Assessments are recorded
in your assessment book.
Throughout the course you will need to keep
records of the work you complete, so that these
may be used to form the basis of your portfolio.
There is a mixture of exams which are in the form
of online testing. There is also a considerable
amount of project, assignment and portfolio work
for this course. Homework is set as a revision task
for online testing. You will also be required to
complete a client write-up.

As well as work experience you’ll have the
opportunity to showcase your hairdressing skills
at a professional hair show.

Progression

Structure

Entry Requirements

On this course, you will study:

You will need an NVQ/Diploma at Level 2 in
Hairdressing. The successful candidate will have
an excellent attendance record and skill base.
Salon experience would be beneficial, however,
it is not essential. Skills testing prior to course
commencement may be required.

––How to carry out and monitor health and
safety practices in the salon
––Consultation support for colleagues on
hair services
––Cut women’s hair to create a variety of looks
––Style and dress hair using a variety of
techniques
––Colour hair to create a variety of looks
––Human resource management within the hair
and beauty sector
––Perm hair to create a variety of looks
––Bridal hair
––Creative hairdressing design skills

Employment within the hairdressing industry
at a more senior level.

You will need to buy your uniform and
hairdressing kit.
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BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course provides a great starting point for
anyone with artistic ability and a keen interest
in a career within the make-up industry.
Whether you can see yourself behind the scenes
in a theatre, on the set of a film, working in high
fashion on catwalk shows or as a demonstrator
for high artistry brands such as MAC or
Illamasqua, this course will provide a foundation
to build on.
In addition to a wide range of make-up skills and
techniques, you will learn wig making as well
as hair styling and dressing techniques. Many
avenues of work within this industry will expect
a make-up artist to be able to provide a hair and
wig service in addition to application of makeup and as such, you will develop these skills
throughout this course.
On completion of the course, you will have the
opportunity to apply to university to further
increase your knowledge and skills or you
may decide to enter the workplace in a variety
of positions.

Structure
On this course, you will study a wide range of
make-up, hair and wig skills:
––Production arts workshop
––Production arts planning
––Production for theatre performance
––Mask making in the performing arts
––Make-up application skills and creative uses in
performance
––Special effects make-up
––Make-up using prosthetics
––Period make-up for performing arts
––Fantasy hair design for performers
––Period hair design and wig making for
performers
––Hair styling and dressing for performers

Assessment
This course consists of a 90-credit Diploma in
year one followed by the Extended Diploma in
year two. Each project brief covers units that
build up through the two years of the course, to
provide an 18 unit award. All units are assessed at
either Pass, Merit or Distinction grade, with a final
grade awarded at the end of the course.

Progression
Students progress from this course on to
Pre‑Degree Foundation course, HND, degrees,
self-employment, Apprenticeships and full time
employment.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grades 4–9. This must include
English Language, Mathematics and Art. An
Art related subject e.g. Photography, Graphics
or Textiles may be considered if Art has not
been taken as an option, but would have to be
at a grade 6 or above and be supported by a
portfolio of facial and figure drawings. In all cases
a portfolio of art work will need to be shown at
interview.
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THEATRICAL AND MEDIA HAIR AND MAKE-UP ARTISTRY
Level 2 Diploma (VTCT)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
As a hair and make-up artist, learners could
progress directly into employment in a variety of
contexts, which include:
––Theatre, film, print media, photographic studios
––Beauty and/or hair salons
––Independent/self-employed/mobile/home
based settings
––National Health Service
––Product manufacturing and training
Upon completion of this course learners will also
be able to further their knowledge and skills by
completing a specialist qualification at Level 3 in
one or more of the following areas:
––Theatrical and media make-up
––Hairdressing

Structure
This qualification is based on the national
occupational standards for beauty therapy
and includes all the required elements to work
effectively as a beauty therapist. Learners must
achieve all mandatory units, which include:
––Health, safety and hygiene
––Make-up applications
––Hair preparation services
––Continuity planning for make-up services
––Dress and finish hair services
––Continuity hair services
––Anatomy and physiology for make-up artists
––Total look for competition work
––Face and body art painting
––Fashion and editorial make-up
Throughout this qualification, each week
learners will typically have three practical
make-up skills workshops and one practical
hair workshop, in order to gain underpinning
knowledge there are also two hours of
theory, one hour of tutorial and one hour of
portfolio building, where you will be able to set
yourselves targets and keep on track with the
course.
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Assessment
You will be required to take two exams, these
are externally set and externally marked
examinations. Throughout the course you will
undergo externally set practical assessments.
Then as a final achievement to gain your
qualification you will undergo a practical
synoptic. This is externally set and internally
marked and counts towards your final grade.

Progression
You can progress on to the Theatrical & Media
Hair and Make-Up Artistry VTCT Level 3 Diploma.
In addition, you could gain employment in the
field of theatre/media make-up.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language and Mathematics.

Level 3 Diploma (VTCT)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course provides an excellent progression
from Level 2 Hairdressing or Beauty for
any students wishing to pursue a career in
make‑up.
Successful completion of this course would allow
you to apply for a place on the BTEC course.
In addition to a wide range of make-up
application skills and techniques, you will
learn how to style and dress hair and set and
dress wigs. Many areas of work within the
make‑up industry will expect you to provide
a hair and/or wig service too. This course will
enable you to develop the required skills.

progression. Both your practical and theory
work will be assessed. There are seven externally
marked question papers. There is a considerable
amount of project, assignment and portfolio
work for this course. Practical assessments will be
performed on models. Oral questioning will take
place at the time of the practical assessment.

Progression
There is an opportunity to progress to the BTEC
Level 3 Diploma in Production Arts (Make-Up).
In order to progress you would be expected to
fulfil the entry criteria for the course. In addition,
you could gain employment in the field of
theatre/media make-up.

Entry Requirements
A Level 2 qualification in Hairdressing or Beauty
Therapy or a minimum of five GCSEs at grades
4 which must include English Language and
Mathematics or Science. In addition, a degree of
artistic flair would be beneficial.

Structure
On this course, you will study:
––Monitor and maintain health and safety
practice in the salon
––Client care and communication in beauty
related industries
––Apply airbrush make-up to the face
––Camouflage make-up
––Media make-up
––Fashion and photographic make-up
––Style and fit postiche
––Apply prosthetic pieces and bald caps
––Apply eyelash and brow treatments
––Style and dress hair using a variety of
techniques
––Provide self-tanning services

Assessment
The qualification allows for individual student
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EARLY yEARS
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Are you an individual who is committed
to helping others? If your compassion and
interpersonal skills have the power to enrich lives,
then this is your opportunity to discover your true
vocation. Your lecturers will spur you on to be the
best you can be in all situations. Enabling you to
achieve your ambitions for learning success.

BTEC Level 2 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
The BTEC Level 2 Diploma is a full time
course and is suitable for school leavers
(16–18 year olds) who would like a career
working with children. It prepares you for
employment and provides a good basis to
go on to a more advanced work-related
qualification.
Structure
You will learn about all aspects of childcare.
The course is made up of six units: five core
units and one specialist unit. The specialist unit
enables you to study a particular area in more
depth.
As well as your days in College you will have
one day in a placement gaining work experience.
You will also undertake a placement week, to
achieve the 300 hours work experience required
to complete the course.
The units are:
––Understanding Children’s Development
––Keeping Children Safe
––Communication with Children and Adults
––Preparing and Maintaining Environments
for Child Care
––Professional Development, Roles and
Responsibilities in Child Care
The specialist unit will be Providing Support
for Children with Disabilities or Special
Educational Needs.

Teaching & Learning
The course is a practical, work-related
course. You learn by completing projects and
assignments that are based on realistic workplace
situations, activities and demands. There are 300
hours (minimum) that must be completed in the
workplace to achieve this award.

Assessment
All units are assessed and graded and an overall
grade for the qualification is awarded at Pass,
Merit or Distinction. Students will develop their
personal study skills and be given opportunities
to research and show initiative.

Progression
Successful completion with a Distinction profile
and an appropriate reference from your tutor
could enable you to progress on to the BTEC
National Diploma in Children’s Play, Learning
and Development or Level 3 Early Years
Apprenticeship. You will also be required to
have Level 2/GCSE grades 4/5 in both English
Language and Mathematics. Alternatively, you
can apply for jobs within the childcare sector.

Entry Requirements
Applicants must have a genuine interest in
working with children; they will need to have
at least one of the following:
––GCSE English Language or Mathematics at
grade 4/5 or above or Functional Skills Level
2 English Language or Mathematics and three
other GCSE subjects at grade 3 or above
––Proof of a successful work placement within
a childcare/primary school setting is essential
prior to enrolment on this course
Other related Level 1 or 2 qualifications may
be considered.
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CHILDREN’S PLAY, LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years

Assessment
The course is assessed with an exam for Unit 1,
Child Development, with the remainder of the
units assessed through coursework.

Progression
Overview
This comprehensive work-related programme
is ideal if you wish to progress on to university
to study primary teaching, early years-related
BA and Foundation degrees, social work,
paediatric nursing or child psychotherapy.
Alternatively, on successful completion of the
course, you can enter employment in the early
years and school sectors as a Level 3 qualified
practitioner.

Structure
On this course you will study:
––Child Development
––Safeguarding in Early Years
––Supporting Children’s Literacy and Numeracy
Development
––Working with Children with Additional Needs
Work experience is an integral part of the
course and allows you to put into practice
the underpinning knowledge learned in the
classroom: 750 hours of work experience must
be undertaken in schools, nurseries, special needs
units and voluntary organisations. You will work
with children from 0–8 years, over a period of
two years.
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Progression to university courses in primary
teaching, paediatric nursing, childhood studies,
health care and social work is available if you
achieve the necessary grades in the Diploma.
You may choose to start employment straight
away in schools, nurseries and special needs units.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language, Mathematics and preferably Science.
A BTEC Level 2 Diploma (with a minimum of 3
Distinction units achieved) at Distinction grade
and GCSE English Language and Mathematics
at grade 4 or above or equivalent Level 2 course.
Proof of a successful work placement within a
childcare/primary school setting is essential prior
to enrolment on to this course.

BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This inspirational introductory programme
is for anyone interested in launching a
successful career in the early years sector. You
will gain insight into working with children,
the physical and emotional care needs of
children, healthy eating and keeping children
safe.
Within this qualification there are additional short
courses aimed at enhancing your employability.
These cover areas such as communication skills
and the importance of equality and diversity.

Assessment
Academic work is assessed through an ongoing
assignment based format that includes group
discussions, individual and group research,
group activities and tutorials. You’ll also have the
opportunity to undertake work experience in
early years settings.

Progression
Progression to Level 2 Children’s Care, Learning
and Development or Level 2 Early Years
Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
Mainly grade 3 at GCSE (including English
Language and Mathematics) and you will need
to demonstrate a keen interest in working in an
early years environment. As you will be working
with children, you will need to complete a
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check.

Structure
On this course you will study:
––Physical and emotional care needs of children
––Physical activities
––Healthy eating
––Keeping children safe
You will also have the opportunity to undertake
work experience in early years settings.
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
If you are interested in starting a career in
early years or health & social care, then this
could be the learning opportunity for you. You
will focus on developing your personal skills in
areas such as team working, career planning
and problem solving. As a result, you will be
well prepared for work or further study.
Importantly, you will undertake valuable work
experience with children and adults. You will
also learn about communication with adults and
children, learning experiences for children and
young people and promoting healthy eating.
You will also complete an additional Level 1 short
course to enhance your personal development.

Structure
On this course you will study:
––Communication with adults and children in the
health & social care sector
––Learning and creative experiences for children
and young people
––Promoting healthy eating in care
––Job opportunities in health & social care
––Personal care
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Teaching & Learning
You will undertake mandatory work experience
with children and adults. You will need to
undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service
check (DBS) to be able to attend work
placement settings.
The work experience is essential to show
your commitment to the course and future
progression on to other courses. You will need
to demonstrate a good attitude, and have
positive reports from your work experience
placements and course tutor in order to progress.
In addition, you will also need the necessary
entry requirements for the next level course,
Traineeship or Apprenticeship.

Assessment
All units are assessed and graded individually
to decide on an overall grade for your
qualification. Assessments include project
work and various assignments.

Progression
Upon successful completion of this course and
the necessary work experience you will have
the opportunity to progress on to a number of
different Level 2 courses. These include Children’s
Care, Learning and Development and Health
& Social Care. Alternatively, you can apply to a
Traineeship or Apprenticeship in early years or
health & social care.

Entry Requirements
Mainly grade 2 or above at GCSE including
English Language and Mathematics. You will also
need to demonstrate a keen interest in working
with children and vulnerable adults.

CACHE Level 2 Extended Certificate
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
The CACHE Level 2 Extended Certificate in
Health & Social Care is designed to improve
your career prospects by providing you with
opportunities to develop your personal and
Vocational skills.
This course will prepare you for employment
in care homes, nursing homes and other health
care areas. It may, with further childcare training,
open opportunities within that profession.
Alternatively, successful students might want
to progress to other training and Vocational
courses; for example, the BTEC Level 3 Extended
Diploma in Health & Social Care at Havant &
South Downs College.

Structure
This course covers a broad range of
subjects that focus on health & social care
settings, including:
––Human Body Systems
––Care Values
––Health Promotion
––Communication
––Equality and Diversity
––Human Lifespan
––Healthy Living
––Care Services
––Creative and Therapeutic Activities
––Health and Wellbeing

Assessment
The work is internally and externally assessed.
Internal assessment is carried out via assignment
based units, which will be marked by individual
unit lecturers. External assessment is undertaken
by completion of two examined units; these units
are assessed by the awarding body. All units are
graded to Pass, Merit or Distinction depending
on quality and criteria achieved.

Progression
Students achieving merit grades may apply
for a BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma course
in Health & Social Care at Havant & South
Downs College. Alternatively, you can apply for
jobs or Apprenticeships within the health & social
care sector.

Entry Requirements
Applicants must have a genuine interest
in working with people and have a caring
personality. They must be highly motivated and
be able to show a commitment to the caring
profession. You must have achieved five GCSEs
at grade 3 or above including English Language
and Mathematics or other related Level 1 or 2
qualifications. Entry to the course is also subject
to a successful interview. You must also have a
clear DBS check.

In addition, you will undertake 60 hours of
compulsory work experience in a variety of
care environments.
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
By choosing this study option you will acquire
important new knowledge and skills that will
help you move forward with your ambitions
for a career in Health and Social Care.
For example, you will improve as a communicator,
explore issues of equality, delve into the realm
of psychology and sociology. You’ll acquire a
better understanding of human anatomy and
physiology, health and safety, public health and
coping with change.
Throughout your studies you will learn in a
practical way to develop key skills that are highly
valued by employers and universities.

Structure
Work experience is an integral part of this course
as you will be required to complete a minimum
of 200 hours of work experience over the two
years of the course. As a result, you will have the
opportunity to gain awareness of a wide range of
settings. These may include: pre-school nurseries,
schools, drug and alcohol rehabilitation centres,
day centres, local hospitals, homeless hostels and
hospices. There is also the possibility of attending
residential activity centres to work with children
and young adults with disabilities.
You will study units including:
––Health Psychology
––Life Stages
––Nutrition
––Caring for Children and Young People
––Human Inheritance
––Public Health
––Anatomy and Physiology
You will also learn about different research
methods and conduct your own piece of
independent research.
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Assessment
This course is assessed using internal
assessments, which are set and marked by
lecturers. Your performance in the workplace will
be monitored and assessed throughout the two
years through work placement feedback from
your supervisors and you completing compulsory
assignment work whilst on placement.

Progression
Progression on to undergraduate courses at
universities in a variety of health or social care/
social science related fields is encouraged.
Support with applications is included within the
course. You can progress onto a Foundation
Degree in Health & Social Care at HSDC, or
there are numerous health & social care related
degrees offered at our local and national
universities including nursing, midwifery, social
work, radiography, occupational therapy,
teaching, paramedic science, mental health,
psychology, criminology, sociology and a number
of other medical based degrees.
Alternatively, you may progress into a variety
of health & social care related professions;
for example, teaching assistant or health care
support worker. There are a number of other
professions outside of health and social care
that students have progressed into due to
the transferable skills they have gained from
completing the course.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4–9 including English
Language and Mathematics, or a BTEC Level 2
Extended Certificate in Health & Social Care at
Merit grade and GCSE English Language and
Mathematics at grade 4–9.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Year one:

Overview

Year two:

This course combines academic study with
practical experience and is an ideal choice if
you are hoping to pursue a career in health,
early years education or social work.

On this course you will study:
––Human Lifespan Development
––Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
––Working in Health & Social Care
The second unit will be coursework based
and will be one of the following dependent
on staff skills:

The research, evaluation and problem-solving
skills you will develop will be valuable preparation
for Higher Education courses or furthering your
knowledge for a profession related to the course.

––Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs:
––Sociological Perspectives
––Psychological Perspectives

In the first year, you will cover physical,
intellectual, emotional and social development
across the human lifespan plus the factors
affecting development and the effects of
ageing. You will also study the principles
and practicalities that underpin meeting an
individual’s care and support needs, which is
the foundation for all the care disciplines. In
the second year, learners will explore what it is
like to work in the health & social care sectors,
including the roles and responsibilities of workers
and organisations. The second year will be
supporting individuals with additional needs from
a sociological or psychological perspective.

Assessment

There will be talks on the course from guest
speakers in health, social care and early years
settings, as well as various trips and visits.

Five GCSES at grade 4 or above including
English Language, Mathematics and a Science, or
other equivalent qualifications. Please note: this
is a Subsidiary Diploma.

You will be assessed by a mixture of coursework
portfolio and external examinations.

Progression
This course is designed to provide progression
to Higher Education and further training for
employment in a health science profession, early
years care and education and social care. Our
previous students have gone on to a variety of
careers including social policy, health studies,
teaching and youth and community studies.

Entry Requirements

Courses HSDC Prospectus 85

Health & Social Care, Early Years and Teaching

This is an A Level equivalent Subsidiary Diploma.
It can be taken alongside other A Level choices to
help further your understanding of healthcare, early
years education or social work.

HOsPITaLIty
a n D cATERiNG

You can launch the career you’ve always wanted
thanks to the knowledge and skills we’ll give you.
As a result, you’ll be able to provide outstanding
catering and hospitality experiences that exceed
the expectations of even the most discerning
customers. From the outset you’ll learn to practice,
perform and constantly surprise yourself. We have
the expert lecturers and industry‑standard facilities
– all you need to supply is the commitment.

Level 1 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This varied and interesting course will
develop your skills in professional cookery
and restaurant service. The knowledge you
gain will prepare you for a future in the
hospitality industry.
In addition you will be taught about food
hygiene, basic health and safety and
associated employment skills. Good punctuality
and attendance are essential as there will be
some 8am start times along with occasional
evening work.
You will research and create assignments and
there will be opportunities to prepare, cook
and serve food in our award-winning restaurant
and café bar. You will also visit local hospitality
establishments to bring your studies to life.

Structure
This Vocational course will be delivered by
a series of lectures, workshops, visits, team
teaching and demonstrations. There is a strong
emphasis on the real world of working in the
catering and hospitality environment. You will
participate in 30 hours of work experience over
the year as part of our ‘Catering for your Future’
programme.
We’re fortunate to boast impressive training
kitchens, a fully licensed restaurant, and Le
Shop retail outlet where you can gain valuable
hands‑on experience.
You may participate in a range of local and
national competitions, including Rotary Young
Chef, Springboard Future Chef and World Skills.

Assessment
You will be assessed through practical cookery
and food service assessments, short answer
exams and theory assignments.

Progression
Students may progress onto our Level 2 Diploma
in Craft Catering or on to an Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
No formal qualifications are required, however,
in order to progress, you will need to be working
towards your GCSEs in English Language and
Mathematics (grade 4 or above).
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CRAFT CATERING
Level 2 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This Level 2 Vocational course forms
the second part of the Craft Catering
qualification. You will learn a wide range of
professional cookery and food and beverage
skills, along with knife skills, patisserie and
general skills.
Participation in work placements to improve
employability skills gives you a hands on
approach and real life experiences of future
career paths. Trips to London and local
restaurants are also a part of this course. Guest
chefs are invited in to share their knowledge with
students. We have in-house student competitions
to encourage creativity. College Open Evenings
and prestigious gourmet events are an
opportunity to showcase your skills.
This is a recognised qualification for all those
wishing to take up a career in the hospitality
and catering industry as either a chef or a
career in food and beverage service. This course
forms the second year of a full time programme
of study. You must also have ambition, drive
and a commitment to succeed in a very
competitive industry.

Structure
Your course will be delivered by a series of
lectures, workshops, visits, team teaching and
demonstrations.
You will also study:
––Food hygiene and nutrition
––Health and safety
––Commodities and sourcing of ingredients
As the programme provides specialist skillbased qualifications in such areas as kitchen and
restaurant, the course is predominantly practical.
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You will be involved in the realistic working
environments in our kitchen and restaurant.
This will involve planned evening activities as
well as other functions.
Students are encouraged to undertake part
time employment in an appropriate position in
addition to their course. The College will help
with finding jobs within the industry.
The College has links with major hospitality
and catering organisations including the Royal
Household, the D&D restaurant Group, Solent
Hotel and local Michelin restaurants. Students
enrolled on hospitality and catering courses will
have the opportunity to join our ‘Catering for
their Future’ scheme, which will provide work
experience and career development from over
40 employers.

Assessment
The assessment for the VRQs in Professional
Cookery and Food & Beverage Service will be by
practical test, assignment and theory tests; these
will be set at regular intervals during the year.

Progression
On successful completion of this course, you
can progress on to a Level 3 course in either
Professional Cookery (Kitchen and Larder),
Pastry and Confectionery or an Apprenticeship.
You may seek employment in the hospitality
and catering industry.

Entry Requirements
Applicants should already have NVQ1,
VRQ1 or equivalent in skill based areas
(Kitchen and Restaurant) and have a desire to
enter the catering industry at a higher level.
You should have a good record of achievement,
good references and have already shown
a commitment for your chosen profession.
At interview you will be expected to show an
understanding of the catering industry and
a strong commitment to the course.

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING
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PASTRY AND CONFECTIONERY
Level 3 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Supervisory skills in the hospitality industry
––The principles of food safety supervision for
catering
––Practical gastronomy
––How to produce fermented dough and batter
products
––How to produce petits fours
––How to produce paste products
––How to produce hot, cold and frozen desserts
––How to produce biscuits, cake and sponges
––How to produce display pieces and
decorative items

Overview
This course is aimed primarily at people
who are currently working, or have recently
worked, in the hospitality and catering
industry and who have ideally completed
pastry or cookery skills at Level 2.
By enrolling on this programme you’ll gain
theoretical and practical skills across a range
of areas, including: health, hygiene, safety and
security, bread and dough products, cakes,
biscuits and sponges, various pastry products,
hot and cold desserts, chocolate products, sugar
work, marzipan and petit fours.
You will be involved in visits to various
establishments and may have the opportunity
to work with celebrity chefs. You’ll participate
in the College’s gastronomic banquets, as well
as undertaking a work placement and gaining
industry related experience. As a student on this
course you can benefit from our strong links with
major hospitality and catering organisations,
including: The Royal Household, country house
hotels, cruise ships and fine dining restaurants.
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On this course you will study:

Assessment
You will be assessed through practical and
theoretical application.

Progression
You will be able to pursue pastry-related posts
in the hospitality and catering industry.

Entry Requirements
You should have achieved professional pastry or
cookery skills up to Level 2, or have evidence of
work related roles.

Level 3 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This wide ranging course is aimed primarily
at those who are currently working, or have
recently been employed in the hospitality and
catering industry and have ideally completed
Professional Cookery Skills at Level 2.
There will be opportunities to undertake work
placements as well as trips out to restaurants and
hotels, guest chef events and demonstrations,
in-house student competitions and involvement
in prestigious gourmet banquets.
You will need a good record of achievement,
suitable references and have already shown
a commitment for your chosen profession.
At interview you will be expected to demonstrate
an understanding of the catering industry.

Structure
This Level 3 Diploma in Advanced Professional
Cookery covers kitchen organisation, menu
planning (including seasonality), special dietary
requirements and allergens, food safety for
supervisors, health and safety supervision,
exploring gastronomy and advanced skills in
producing vegetable and vegetarian dishes,
meat, poultry and game dishes and fish and
shellfish dishes.
Our hospitality and catering students have
the opportunity to access the professional
standard Angela Hartnett Culinary Academy.
You’ll be offered the chance to meet and work
with a whole host of guest chefs and restaurant
managers, to pick their brains and learn some
fascinating tips and tricks.
We have excellent links with local event planners
and event locations, including the renowned
chains, Exclusive Hotels, and D&D Restaurants,
to provide you with the opportunity to plan and
host your own wonderful events and complete
work experience in top establishments.

Assessment
Assessment will take place both in theory
and practical areas through set assignments,
short answer theory tests, observed practical
assessments and culminating in one practical
exam (synoptic test).

Progression
Level 4 Foundation Degree in Culinary Arts or
employment in a professional kitchen.

Entry Requirements
VRQ 2 or NVQ Level 2 in Professional Cookery,
and the appropriate prior academic achievement
to be successful at this level. Alternatively, you
may have relevant work experience in this area.
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PROFESSIONAL COOKERY (KITCHEN AND LARDER)

humanities aND
SOCIAL sCiENCES

Humanities and Social Sciences are about the study of
people. If you want to gain a detailed understanding of
human nature and what it means for our world, along
with a whole host of transferable skills, then these are the
subjects for you. Importantly, Humanities and Social Sciences
subjects can facilitate your route to university and give you
a wealth of applicable knowledge and analytical savvy.

Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Assessment

Duration:
2 years

The course will be assessed through a mixture
of internally set and assessed assignments
and externally set assignments completed in
examination conditions.

Overview

Progression

This is a unique course that offers you the
opportunity to study a full time programme
in Law, Psychology and Criminology.
By choosing to study this course you will develop
an understanding of why people commit crime,
whether nature or nurture influences people’s
choices, what happens during a criminal
investigation and the processes involved when
a person has been arrested and taken to court.
You will have the opportunity to visit law courts
and engage with professionals from the criminal
justice system. Throughout the course you will
also develop skills that are highly valued by
employers and universities.

Successful completion of the course will gain you
UCAS points to progress to university. Possible
degree routes could include: criminology,
psychology, law and sociology. Alternatively, the
qualification allows learners to gain the required
understanding and skills to be able to consider
employment or Apprenticeships within the
criminal justice system, for example, the National
Probation Service, the Courts and Tribunals
Service or the National Offender Management
Service.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

Structure
This course can be studied over a one year
period to gain a qualification equivalent to one
and half A Levels, or over two years to gain a
qualification equivalent to three A Levels.
The first year will include:
––Investigating aspects of criminal law
––Psychological approaches and applications
––Changing awareness of crime
The second year will include:
––Applying the law of murder and property
offences
––Criminal and forensic psychology
––Crime Scene to courtroom
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ANCIENT HISTORY
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Year one:

Overview
You will study the civilisations of both
Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome learning
about their history, political systems, culture
and the conflicts that they were involved in.
You will develop your analytical, research and
communication skills in your investigation of
contemporary sources, as well as your ability
to evaluate and assess evidence.
Ancient History complements other evidence
based subjects, such as History, Politics and Law.
It is also possible to combine Ancient History
with Classical Civilisation.
For the last six years every summer we have
had a Roman re-enactor work with the first year
classes. Residential trips are organised every year,
alternating between Athens and the Peloponnese
and Rome and Naples.

On this course, you will study:
––Greece: The Politics and Society of Sparta
478–404 BC. You will study the key features of
this most unusual society where men prepared
for war and women were among the freest in
the ancient world.
––Rome: The Julio-Claudians This paper deals
with the first imperial family of Rome and the
way in which they governed and developed
the city of Rome and an empire. The emperors
studied are Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula,
Claudius and Nero.
Year two:
––Greece: Relations between Greek states and
non-Greek states 492–404 BC. You will learn
about Athens and Sparta and their relationship
with Persia. You will study both the Persian
Wars with the famous battles of Marathon
and Thermopylae and the Peloponnesian War
between Athens and Sparta.
––Rome: Ruling Roman Britain AD 43–128. You
will study the invasion of Britain and life under
Roman rule. You will look at revolts against the
Romans, including that of Boudica.

Assessment
There are two examinations – one on Greece and
one on Rome. Examination techniques will be
taught throughout the course.

Progression
Students can progress to Higher Education and
study for a degree in ancient history, archaeology
or classical studies. Ancient history also provides
an excellent background for any other subject
that involves assessing and evaluating evidence
such as law, politics, history and critical thinking.
Employment is often directly related to history
and the ancient world, such as museum and
gallery work.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. You do not need to
have studied GCSE History to take this course.
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course will introduce you to the worlds of
the Ancient Greeks and Romans through epic
literature, ancient sources in translation and
the art and architecture they produced.
You will explore the exciting worlds of religion
and philosophy and their impact on society, as
well as the ways in which public opinion was
manipulated. If you are interested in the ancient
world and enjoy reading and discussion then you
will love studying Classical Civilisation.

Structure
The world of the hero: Study epics by Homer
and Virgil on the subject of the Trojan War. In the
first year you will study the Odyssey alongside
the social, religious and cultural context in which
it was written. In the second year you will study
the Aeneid and explore the ways in which the
heroic world was viewed by the Romans.

Greek theatre: Learn about how tragedy and
comedy developed from an ancient religious
festival to become the theatre we know today.
You will study three plays (a comedy and two
tragedies) and explore what they tell us about
the social, political and religious worlds of the
Greek religion: Explore Greek mythology and
beliefs, and the impact religion had on society
and the development of philosophy. You will learn
about all aspects of Greek religion and the way
that it worked in society, including the pantheon
of Gods and how their personalities were defined,
mystery cults and oracles.

Assessment
Examination at the end of year two.

Progression
Classical Civilisation requires a variety of skills
and is, therefore, very highly regarded by
university admission tutors. The majority of our
students go on to study at degree level in a wide
variety of subject areas.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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This Subsidiary Diploma course is
equivalent to one A Level. It can
be studied alongside other A Level
choices.

CRIMINOLOGY
Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
As part of your study programme all
students will attend weekly tutorials which
are designed to assist with study skills,
confidence building and applying for
university.
You will gain an understanding of crime and
deviance and in particular biological and
sociological explanations of criminality.
You will consider the evidence to help identify
criminals using DNA, forensic information,
offender profiling and eye witness testimonies.
You will also investigate the criminal trial
processes and the strict rules governing these.
You will investigate organisations of social
control and their effectiveness in preventing
and protecting us from criminality.

Structure
The first mandatory unit will enable the learner
to demonstrate understanding of different types
of crime, influences on perceptions of crime and
why some crimes are unreported.
In the second mandatory unit you will gain an
understanding of why people commit crime,
drawing on what you have learnt in the first unit.
The third mandatory unit will provide an
understanding of the criminal justice system from
the moment a crime has been identified to the
verdict. Learners will develop the understanding
and skills needed to examine information in order
to review the justice of verdicts in criminal cases.
In the final mandatory unit, learners will apply
their understanding of the awareness of
criminality, criminological theories and the
process of bringing an accused to court in order
to evaluate the effectiveness of social control to
deliver criminal justice policy.

Assessment
You will be assessed through assignments,
essays, reports, assessed practical work and two
external exams.

Progression
It is perfect if you want to pursue a career in
the field of social and probation work, sociology,
law and psychology.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics, or a BTEC in a
relevant subject with distinction grades and
GCSE English Language and Mathematics at
grade 4 or above. You will also be required to
have an interview prior to enrolment. Please note,
you will need to pass year one successfully with
Merit or Distinction grades in order to progress to
the second year. This course is particularly useful
for students who already have GCSEs in History,
Sociology, Law, Psychology, Citizenship or other
Humanities subjects but these are not mandatory
Please note this is a Subsidiary Diploma.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Studying History helps make sense of the
modern world and provides a broad general
knowledge background that will stand you in
good stead at university interviews and in life
in general.
Structure
There are two different options for A Level
History and the two most popular pathways will
run. You will choose one pathway (you will be
asked for your second choice) and you will study
those courses for two years.
Pathway one:
This option provides for a study in depth of the
challenges faced by the USA at home and abroad
as it emerged from the Second World War as
a Superpower. For many Americans, post-war
prosperity realised the ‘American dream’ but the
prosperity was not shared by all and significant
problems at home and abroad challenged the
extent to which the ‘American dream’ was a
reality. It explores concepts and ideas such as
American identity at home and abroad, anticommunism, social equality, ethnic identities and
federal versus states’ rights. It also encourages
students to reflect on the nature of democracy in
a pluralist society, political protest and the power
of the media.
Pathway two:
––The Quest for Political Stability: Germany,
1871-1991 – This option allows you to study in
breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and
consequence within the context of German
history 1871-1991. Starting with the unification
of Germany, and rapid industrial development

of the country, through the experience of the
First World War and the attempt to establish
democracy, the first year concludes with
the devastating impact of the Wall Street
Crash on German politics. The second year
begins with the rise of the Nazi Party and the
consequences for Germany of the Second
World War, through the post war division
between East and West Germany, and finally,
the re-unification in 1991.
––The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007 – This
option provides for the indepth study of the
key political, economic, social and international
changes that helped to mould Britain in the
second half of the 20th century.
It explores concepts such as government and
opposition, class, social division and cultural
change. It encourages you to reflect on
Britain’s changing place in the world as well as
the interrelationship between political policies,
economic developments and political survival.

Assessment
This is a two year A Level. In the second year,
you’ll take two exams and produce one piece
of coursework of around 4,000 words.

Progression
Our students go on to a wide variety of Higher
Education courses and out into various positions
in the world of work. Degrees that our students
have studied include history, history with qualified
teacher status (primary and secondary teaching),
modern history, medieval history, war studies,
peace studies, American studies, international
history and heritage conservation. Our students
applying for law, politics or philosophy have also
found their History A Level advantageous.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. You should also
have a grade 5 or above in GCSE History.
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PHILOSOPHY
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Students who study philosophy develop
their critical thinking skills as well as a
host of transferrable skills that universities
and employers value - close reading, clear
writing, and logical analysis. Understanding
the language we use to describe the world
and our place within it.
Structure
Philosophy comprises four topic areas:
––Epistemology
––Moral philosophy
––The Metaphysics of God
––The Metaphysics of mind.
As a Philosophy student you are required to
demonstrate knowledge and understanding
of the content, including through the use of
philosophical analysis (conceptual analysis
and argument analysis).

You will also be able to analyse and evaluate
the philosophical arguments within the subject
content to form reasoned judgements. In doing
this, you will:
––Understand the ways in which philosophers
have analysed the core concepts of philosophy
and be able to identify how subtle differences
in analyses can have wider impacts on
philosophical arguments
––Understand the main philosophical
arguments within topics, through the
works of philosophers, and articulate those
arguments in appropriate forms, correctly,
clearly and precisely
––Understand the philosophical claims which
are made within each topic and be able to
articulate those claims correctly, clearly and
precisely. Students must also articulate how
those claims might relate to other topic areas
––Understand the ways in which philosophical
arguments are developed, issues are raised,
and arguments are reformulated in response
to those issues
––Understand the similarities and differences
between the forms of reasoning used in
different philosophical content areas, including
the similarities and differences between
different kinds of knowledge
––Generate responses using appropriate
philosophical formats, to a range of
philosophical questions. These responses must
include: articulating definitions; articulating
arguments and counter-arguments; and
selecting, applying and evaluating appropriate
material to generate their own arguments

Assessment
You will be assessed through essays,
presentations and examinations at the end of the
second year.

Progression
Employers and universities value critical thinking,
presentation skills, problem solving and debate
and discussion skills. Career opportunities could
involve progression into university and into
careers such as journalism, writing, editing or
becoming a professional research philosopher.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above and preferably
grade 5 in Mathematics and English Language.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Democracy and political participation
––Electoral systems
––Voting behaviour and the media
––The UK Constitution
––Parliament
––The Prime Minister and Government
––Rights and the judiciary
––Liberal, Socialism and Conservatism
––The European Union
––Sovereignty
––A non-core ideology case study – Feminism

Overview
Politics affects almost everything around us;
from roads to recycling, your education and
the environment, to how countries interact
with one another.
If you are interested in who makes these
decisions and how and why they do so, this
course is right for you.
If you’re interested in current affairs and are
keen to understand further, you will enjoy this
course. You will get the chance to discuss and
debate important contemporary issues and to
develop communication and presentation skills,
all of which will prove vital for university and the
workplace.
You will have the opportunity to visit Parliament
and meet with a variety of people involved in
politics. The College also has an active Politics
Society which gets involved with the UK Youth
Parliament. You will also have the opportunity to
visit both Parliament and Washington D.C., USA
to support your understanding of both British
and American institutions.

In the first year, you will study:

In the second year, you will study:
––US Constitution and Federalism
––US Congress
––US Presidency
––US Supreme Court
––Political parties
––Civil Rights

Assessment
This course is assessed through examinations.

Progression
You may progress on to one of a wide range of
degree courses including politics, international
relations, political theory and history.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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PSYCHOLOGY
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Introductory topics in Psychology - Social
influence, memory, attachment and
psychopathology
––Psychology in context - Approaches in
psychology, biopsychology and research
methods

Overview
Psychology is the scientific study of
human behaviour and mental processes. It is
concerned with how and why people think
and behave in the way they do.
Initially, you will study the main approaches in
psychology, and biopsychology in particular, to
gain a grounded foundation in the subject from
considering conflicting and complementary
explanations of behaviour.
You will also study memory, attachment, social
influence, psychopathology and research
methods in the first year. A series of short and
manageable practical experiments and tests
accompany the areas of the syllabus and allow
you to develop an active knowledge of the
scientific aspects of psychology.
In the second year you will develop your
understanding of psychology, its uses and
scientific methodology through selection of
a choice of applications including forensic
psychology, schizophrenia and cognitive
development. Within these, you will carry out
a range of practicals and small class tests.
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Year one:

Year two:
––Psychology in context - Approaches in
psychology and research methods
––Issues and Options in Psychology - Issues
and debates, cognition and development,
schizophrenia and forensic psychology

Assessment
Examination at the end of year two.

Progression
The skills and knowledge of psychology are
relevant to any career involving contact with
other people. Whatever your career path from
medicine to law, from counselling to business,
from sport to teaching, A Level Psychology
provides you with an excellent foundation and
many transferable skills.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This is an academic subject well received
by universities because it teaches critical
thinking, the ability to construct and analyse
arguments, to reflect on with morality and
view issues with an open mind.
It also gives you a rounded and mature outlook
on important life topics. As well as this, you will
study the beliefs and practices found within the
Buddhist faith. It’s a good addition to any A Level
programme and can lead to a wide range of
degree courses.

Structure
Across the two years, you will study three
equally weighted units: Philosophy of Religion,
Ethical Theories and Buddhist Beliefs and
Practices.
In year two, you’ll look more deeply into some
of the issues you studied in year one, analyse
arguments for God’s existence and explore
religious experiences and ethical issues.

Assessment
There is no coursework. All examinations will be
at the end of the second year.

Progression
You’ll be able to progress on to a number of
different Higher Education degrees after this
course. You may choose joint or single subject
degrees including religious studies, philosophy,
English literature, cultural studies, law or politics.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics. If you have taken
this subject at GCSE you should have a grade 4
or higher or equivalent qualifications.
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SOCIOLOGY
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
As a sociologist, you will study the impact of
social structures on people’s opportunities
and experiences and begin to understand the
reasons why people differ depending on their
circumstances.
This course is designed to appeal to students
who are curious about the world in which we live,
what makes us the people we are and what our
role and function is in society. You will investigate
different social functions such as family,
education, social inequalities crime and deviance.
A central theme is the research methodology
used by sociologists to collect their data.

Year two:
––Social inequalities: We will study evidence
and examples of areas of inequality related to
social class, gender, ethnicity and age in the
contemporary UK; evidence and examples
may be drawn from across the specification.
Changing patterns of inequality including
the distribution of income, wealth and social
mobility in the contemporary UK.
––Crime and deviance: We study patterns of
criminal and deviant behaviour. Why are black
men stopped and searched by the police more
than white or Asian men? Why do men commit
more crimes than women? Does capitalism
cause crime? We also look at crime prevention
and punishment, victimisation and a range
of theoretical perspectives including Radical
Criminology and Left Realist Approaches.
Again, we will consider how globalisation may
have shaped the nature and extent of crime.

Assessment

Structure

Three exams at the end of the second year.

On this course, you will study:

––Paper one: Socialisation & Culture Variety of
short answers as well as essay responses
––Paper two: Methods and Social enquiry Variety
of short answers as well as essay responses
––Paper three: Social Inequality and Crime and
Deviance Variety of short answers as well as
essay responses.

Year one:
––Education: Why do some pupils achieve more
qualifications than others? Is it because of
their class, gender or ethnicity, or is there
an exact correlation between hard work and
exam results? We will examine the functions
of education, patterns of academic attainment
by class, gender and ethnicity, labelling
and subcultural pupil groups and policies
affecting education. We will also discover how
sociologists research education.
––Families and Households: Is the nuclear family
still the most common type? Are families
patriarchal (male dominated), or are families
in contemporary society more equal? We will
also learn about key sociological theory:
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism(s), the
New Right, Postmodernists and Foucault.
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Progression
A good A Level pass in a range of subjects will
help you to progress to Higher Education or
relevant employment. A sociology degree, and
the skills it brings, is invaluable for careers in
social research, law, teaching/lecturing, social
work, the Police Force, journalism, media,
politics and many others.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

SCIENCE, TEcH NOLOGY,
D
a
N
G
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R
E
ENgIN e MATHEMaTIcS

Discovery and innovation in these subjects
have given effect to human progress in ways
that once seemed impossible. From a man
on the moon to the smartphone in your
pocket; science, technology, engineering and
mathematics have made it all possible. If you
have the spark and desire to be at the forefront
of the next great era of human endeavour, then
don’t miss this opportunity to study with us.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS

ANIMAL CARE
BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
You will learn about many aspects of small
animal and horse care.
This includes grooming, feeding and general
husbandry. You will work in our own animal care
unit and at local stable yards. You will be taught
how to work safely on your own and within a
team. Giving you the opportunity to develop a
range of skills in animal care. There will be an
emphasis on personal responsibility and growing
your awareness of environmental issues.
Students on this programme will also complete
their Functional Skills in English Language
and Mathematics.
In our purpose built animal science building
there is animal housing and large glass vivarium
built into the walls that house snakes and lizards.
Outside, a large yard has benching, aviaries and
runs for ferrets, rabbits and chickens.

Structure
On this course, you will study:
––Small animal care
––Exotics
––Horse care
––Interview skills
––Working in a team
––Health and safety
––Self-management skills (work experience)
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Assessment
Assessment will all be through assignment work.
The assignments will be varied, including some
written work, discussions and practical tasks. You
will need to produce some work independently
and some as part of a group.

Progression
Students who successfully achieve a Pass can
progress to the BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Animal
Care at Havant & South Downs College, apply to
other Level 2 courses subject to references and
interviews or look for an Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
GCSEs at grade 2 or an entry qualification.
The College offers several Mathematics and
English courses at various levels for potential
students. You must also have evidence of recent
Tetanus vaccination.

BTEC Level 2 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Work related experience in animal care
––Animal accommodation
––Animal feeding
––Animal health and welfare
––Introduction to animal and plant biology
––Animal behaviour and handling
––Care of exotic animals
––Practical

Overview
This course is designed to improve your
employment prospects by providing you with
opportunities to develop your personal and
Vocational skills.
The course will prepare you for employment in
pet shops, with animal rescue organisations, and
potentially veterinary surgeries. If you are already
working in these areas you are invited to apply so
that you may develop your knowledge and skills.
You must have a genuine interest in working
with animals and have a caring personality.
You should be highly motivated and be able to
show a commitment to animal welfare.

On this course, you will study:

Assessment
There are no formal examinations. Each unit is
assessed through internally marked assignments.
Assignments are graded Pass, Merit or
Distinction. You must also complete a two week
work placement.

Progression
You may wish to go on to the BTEC Level 3
Diploma in Animal Management or go straight
into employment. You may find employment
at your work experience placements. You may
also undertake further training whilst employed
as a veterinary nurse, a dog groomer, in kennel
management or in pet shop management. You
must achieve a merit overall to move on to Level
3 Animal Management, as well as a grade 4–9 in
English Language or Mathematics.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including
English Language and Mathematics or Science or
a Level 1 qualification and a willingness to work in
all conditions. Previous employment with animals
will help your application. You must also have
evidence of recent Tetanus vaccination.
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ANIMAL MANAGEMENT
BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you would love to work with animals and
learn more about their fascinating lives, this is
the course for you.
It could lead to a job within the pet industry,
wildlife rehabilitation, veterinary nursing and
animal welfare roles or further study.
You will gain extensive hands-on experience with
four categories of animals over the two years:
large animals, companions, rodents and exotic
animals. You’ll work with animals on and off site
and undertake a minimum of 100 hours of work
experience each year.

Structure
On this course, you will study:
––Understanding and promotion of animal health
––The principles of animal biology
––Animal anatomy and physiology
––Animal handling and safe working
––Animal behaviour and communication
––Exotic animal health and husbandry
––Kennel and cattery management
––Animal nursing
––Animal welfare and breed development
––Animal feeding
––Animal accommodation
––Animal breeding and genetics
You will also retake GCSE Mathematics and/or
English Language if required.
You will work with animals on and off site and
undertake four weeks work experience each year.
In total you are required to complete a minimum
of 300 practical hours in order to pass the
course.
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Assessment
You will be assessed through assignment work,
which will include tasks such as presentations,
discussions, role play, essays, reports, fact sheets,
science experiments and practical duties. In
the second year of the course you will also be
required to take part in a mock job interview.

Progression
If you successfully complete this course you are
able to progress to undergraduate courses, such
as our HND in Animal Management or FdSc/BSc
degrees at university. Alternatively, you can also
choose to apply for a range of positions within
the animal care industry.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language or Mathematics, or a BTEC
Level 2 Diploma in Animal Care (with an overall
Distinction/Distinction* grade). Other relevant
qualifications or experience may also be
accepted. Entry to the course is subject to a
successful interview. You must also have evidence
of recent Tetanus vaccination.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
The course is intended to provide you
with an educational foundation to
pursue a career relating to the care and
management of animals, their environments
and related industries.
Structure
On this course, you will study:
Year one:
––Animal nursing
––Animal nutrition
––Industry
––Animal health
––Animal behaviour
––Exotics
––Practical animal handling and management
––Animal unit duties
––Fundamentals of science
––Animal welfare and breed development
Each week you will also have an ‘Introduction to
Animal Science’ lesson, tutorial and a workshop
lesson designed to support you in completing
your assignments and developing skills such as
writing bibliographies.

Assessment
There is a particular emphasis on developing your
practical handling skills, communication, IT and
study skills. Performance in laboratory skills and
the ability to work safely are also assessed. You
will be assessed using discussions, presentations,
role play, essays and scientific reports. There are
no exams. Each assignment is graded at Pass,
Merit or Distinction. You will receive a grade for
each unit and three final overall grades at the end
of the course.

Progression
This course will allow you to progress to relevant
employment, or into Higher Education. The
significant science content of this course enables
you to apply for a broad range of university level
courses. Examples are: veterinary nursing, animal
behaviour & welfare, equine, agriculture and
animal science.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language, Mathematics and Science.
Alternatively, a BTEC Level 2 Diploma in
Animal Care with Distinction/Distinction*
grades, including a distinction grade in the
Biology unit plus English and Mathematics.
Other qualifications or experience may also be
accepted. Entry to the course is subject to a
successful interview. You must also have evidence
of recent Tetanus vaccination.

Year two:
––Industry continued
––Project
––Business management
––Microbiology and biochemistry
––Ecology
––Animal science
––Wildlife rehabilitation
––Breeding
You will continue to have tutorial and workshop
lessons. Your skills in English Language,
Mathematics and ICT will be developed
throughout your course. You will work with
animals on and off site and will undertake three
weeks of work experience in each year.
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APPLIED SCIENCE
Level 2 Cambridge Technical Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Assessment

Duration:
1 year

Progression

Overview
This course is focused on giving you a solid
educational foundation to science, which
includes both theoretical and practical skills in
earth science, psychology, biology, chemistry
and environmental science.
As a learner you’ll acquire the investigative
skills needed to work in a laboratory setting, or
progress on to a science based Level 3 course or
Apprenticeship programme.

Structure
In the earth science unit you look at ideas about
the changing nature of the Earth and our place
as humans living on Earth. During the biology
and psychology unit you will be looking at
factors that affect health, wellbeing and how
human behaviours can be explained using a
number of approaches. Chemistry looks at the
widespread uses of chemicals, including practical
investigations to gather data.
Furthermore, you’ll look at a range of analytical
techniques, used both in medical and commercial
laboratories, and develop your understanding
of these within practical chemistry units.
Studying human behaviour will develop your
understanding of how a variety of human
behaviours can be explained using a number of
different approaches.
During science and health you will be looking at
how science is providing treatments for many
diseases and infections that cause problems
within society. This leads on to environmental
analysis where you will look at the world around
you and how scientists work to maintain the
quality of our land, water and air.
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You will be assessed by written assignments.

Successfully completing this course to a merit or
above allows progression on to Level 3 Forensic
Science and Criminal Investigation or Level 3
Biomedical Science. It is also possible to go into
the workplace by progressing on to the Level 3
Laboratory Technician Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 including English
Language, Mathematics and double Science or
equivalent. Single Science at grade 4 or above
can be accepted in place of double Science.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Both specifications include:

Duration:
2 years

––Cells, exchange and transport – Cells and
microscopes, tissues organs and organ
systems. Respiratory and transport systems in
mammals. Transport of materials in and out of
cells. Plant transport systems
––Molecules, biodiversity, food and health –
Proteins, carbohydrates, lipids, water and
enzymes
––DNA and RNA – Human parasites and
pathogens and defence against disease. Plant
diseases. The study of biodiversity, habitats,
classification and evolution

Overview
Biology has led to major developments in
areas such as food production, diagnosis
and treatment of disease, enhancing sports
performance, conservation and forensics.
If you are fascinated by the way plants, animals,
micro-organisms and humans work then this is
the ideal course for you.
A Level Biology will help you make sense of
the living world around you. You will study the
biology of plants and animals, human health
and the wider natural environment. You will
gain insights into how living organisms work,
and understand wider environmental issues
in more detail.

Structure
We offer a choice of Biology courses at A Level,
OCR Specification A or OCR Specification B.
Specification A is similar to a traditional A Level
Biology course, focusing on animals, plants,
the environment and biotechnology, as well as
topics relating to humans. This course would suit
students wishing to progress to study biological
sciences at a higher level.

Year one:

Year two:
––Communication, homeostasis and energy
––Plant and animal hormones and nervous
systems. Homeostasis and excretion.
Photosynthesis and respiration
––Control, genomes and environment –
Inheritance and genetic technologies
––Artificial selection and biotechnology using
micro-organisms and enzymes to make
useful products

Assessment
The A Level will be assessed through externally
marked examinations in the summer term of the
second year. There is no coursework component.

Progression

Specification B contains more emphasis on
human applications of biology, with more topics
related to medical areas, as well as work on
plants, the environment and biotechnology.
Both specifications contain a practical skills and
data handling module.

This subject will prepare you for entry into Higher
Education. It gives you the opportunity to study
a number of university courses. These include:
biomedical sciences, nursing, physiotherapy,
conservation, medicine, sports science and
veterinary medicine.

You will:

Entry Requirements

––Carry out experimental and investigative
activities, including appropriate risk
management, in a range of biological contexts
––Analyse and interpret data to provide
evidence, recognise correlations and causal
relationships and use statistical tests
––Evaluate methodology, evidence and data

Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language. You must also have GCSEs at grade
6 or above in Mathematics and two Science
subjects.
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BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This is a two year, full time course equivalent
to three A Levels.
Not only will you study modules focusing on
biology, chemistry, physics and biomedical
sciences, you will also develop transferable skills
that are highly sought after by both universities
and employers alike. For example, your evaluation
and analysis skills will be developed through the
biomedical based modules.
You will also be able to demonstrate your ability
to plan, research, problem solve, integrate data
and communicate your findings. Throughout the
two years you will have practise in developing
your employability skills, including problem
solving skills, critical thinking and communication.
As well as developing your ability to review your
own performance and development.

Structure
Year one: Your first year will introduce you to the
key science concepts of biology, chemistry and
physics as well as enable you to develop the skills
to plan a scientific investigation. Also covered in
the first year and adding to your practical science
skill base are quantitative analysis, spectroscopy
and chromatography.
Year two: The second year will see you
develop your practical science skills further,
all of which are relevant to both the medical
and general science industries. You will also
explore micro‑organisms and associated
practical techniques such as microscopy
and aseptic techniques.
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Assessment
You will study on a continuous programme
over the two years where you will be assessed
through assignments, practical work,
presentations and group based tasks. This will
assess your knowledge and skill in the subjects
that are being undertaken. At the end of each
piece of work you will be graded with either
a Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Progression
Students completing this course are able
to take the next step in pursuing a career in
biomedical science, nursing or working in a
laboratory. You can also progress on to the
Higher National Certificate in Biological Science
for Industry at HSDC.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English
Language, Mathematics and double Science.
Grade 4 in English Language and Mathematics
will be considered as long as the other entry
requirements are met. Entry to this course can
also be gained by achieving a merit on the Level
2 Science course at HSDC.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Year one:

Overview

On this course you will study:
––Foundations of chemistry
––Periodic table and energy
––Core organic chemistry

From the moment you are born, and
throughout your life, you are surrounded
by chemistry; the air you breathe, the food
you eat and the clothes you wear – they’re
all chemistry.

Year two:

It’s the scientific study of substances: what they
are made of, how they interact with each other
and their role in the world.

The course is assessed through a series of
examinations at the end of the second year.
Three separate exams cover: the periodic table,
elements and physical chemistry; synthesis and
analytical techniques and unified chemistry.
You will keep a lab book throughout the two
years to provide evidence for this certification.
Experimental work forms a vital component of
the course and you will be assessed on your
practical skills.

This is a challenging A Level, very highly regarded
by universities and employers alike. A practical
subject, you’ll develop key transferable skills
through carrying out experiments, recording your
discoveries and solving problems, often applying
Mathematics. You’ll learn about the fundamentals
of chemistry, the Periodic Table and energy,
organic chemistry and analysis, physical
chemistry and transition elements. Chemistry is
taught in well-equipped, modern science labs.

––Physical chemistry and transitional elements
––Organic chemistry and analysis

Assessment

Progression
Chemistry is an A Level subject accepted by
universities for a whole range of degrees. In the
past, our students have progressed to degrees
within the health sciences such as medicine,
dentistry, veterinary medicine, nursing, midwifery,
occupational therapy, radiography, optometry,
paramedic science, biomedical sciences,
forensic science, neuroscience, pharmacy
and pharmacology.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language. You must also have GCSEs at grade
6 or above in Mathematics and two Science
subjects.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Year one: The first year focuses on learning the
fundamentals of computer science. You will learn
and understand software development, computer
architecture, data representation and structures.
Practical programming in VB.Net is used to solve
problems and create algorithms.

Overview
Computer Science combines logical thought,
problem solving and creative design to appeal
to those with an interest in writing algorithms
and programming code.

On this course you will study:

Year two: The second year builds on the
knowledge and understanding acquired in the
first year.

There is a practical focus to this course as
you’ll develop and test computer algorithms
and applications using VB.Net as the main
programming language. You’ll also develop
critical analytical skills by learning about
the internal workings of computers and the
constructs behind program development.

This is applied to a computerised solution
to a problem, chosen by the student as a non
examined assessment worth 20% of their overall
qualification. The solution will be developed
using VB.Net and SQL.

Using the modern programming language
VB.Net, you’ll learn to program while acquiring
knowledge and understanding of software
development, computer architecture, data
representation and structures. It is strongly
advised that you consider A Level Mathematics
alongside this course if you wish to pursue
a career in Computer Science.

You will be assessed at the end of the course by
exams and a practical submission.

Assessment

Progression
A good A Level pass in a range of subjects
will help you progress to Higher Education
or appropriate employment. The majority of
our A Level Computer Science students go to
university to study courses including computer
science, cyber security, robotics, mathematics,
physics, electronics or engineering, whilst others
have elected to go directly into industry, gaining
advanced Apprenticeships with companies such
as IBM, Xyratex and BAE Systems.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics at grade 5 or above.
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DIGITAL GAMES DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
Level 3 National Diploma BTEC
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 year
Overview
This brand new course has been put
together using skills from the IT, Media
and Arts departments.
This multidisciplinary skill set will allow us to offer
you the very best experience when working in
this field. You will learn about the games industry,
from devising a concept, to developing a working
prototype using industry standard applications.

Teaching & Learning
Using the latest hardware and software
technology, aligned with industry practice
in games development, you will have the
opportunity to acquire real world skills and
experience in this emerging industry. Using
software from Autodesk, Adobe, Apple,
Unity, V-Ray, Google and Microsoft you will
be versed in relevant packages and gaming
environments. The course will include a variety
of teaching methods using online digital
resources, with learners developing a range of
portfolios in various different formats. Where
appropriate guest speakers and industry
experts will be invited in to provide insight
into games development.

The College has invested heavily in both new
hardware and software based on the input from
industry experts to ensure you start off right
on this exciting course. Over the two years you
will gain both technical and non-technical skills
that are highly regarded by the industry. We
will provide you with all the relevant software
to enable you to develop and hone your skills
outside of the classroom. This will be a fully
digital course, utilising a range of different
digital resources and submission of assignments.

Assessment

Structure

Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

The course will be two years; you will cover a
mixture of specialist applications and industry
specific skills. During the first year the focus
is on industry skills, Higher Education and
industry visits. Units include digital media skills,
media campaigns, 3D modelling, games engine
scripting, 3D digital animation, app production
and working in the creative media industry.
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The assessment will be largely assignment based
together with externally controlled assessment.

Progression
After successfully completing this subject
learners could progress to a Higher Education
course at university, or a Level 4 Apprenticeship
in games development or other relevant industry.

Entry Requirements

A Level
Venue:
Havant
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Electronics is used in virtually every gadget in
our lives; they all have an electronic component.
From hand held devices such as smart phones
and MP3 players to giant servers which store the
entire content of the internet; electronics makes
it possible. This course will combine the scientific
ideas from the field of electronics with problem
solving skills which will be explored through
extensive practical work.
It is strongly advised that you consider A
Level Mathematics and/or Physics alongside
this course if you wish to pursue a career in
Engineering.

Structure

Assessment
This A Level will be assessed in two written
exams at the end of the second year. These
exams are synoptic and will cover all the
elements from the entire two years of study.
Each exam is two hours 45 minutes long and will
contribute 40% to your final A Level grade. The
coursework component contributes 20%.

Progression
This qualification is very good preparation for
engineering of all kinds and for computer science
degree courses that include some study of
hardware. If you want to be a practical scientist
or an engineer this could be the perfect course
for you.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grades 4 or above including
English Language. You must also have GCSEs
at grade 6 or above in Mathematics and two
science subjects.

The course consists of four components taught
over two years:
Core concepts will cover the founding principles
of electrical circuits and develop a solid basis of
understanding that will interlink with the other
course components which include:
System synthesis, DC electrical circuits, input
and output sub-systems, energy and power.
Principles of electronics (40% of total
qualification) – Semi-conductor components,
Logic systems, operational amplifiers, signal
conversion, AC circuits and passive filters,
communications systems, wireless transmissions
and instrumentation systems.
Application of electronics (40% of total
qualification) – timing circuits, sequential
logic systems, microcontrollers, digital
communications, optical communications, mains
power supply systems, high power switching
systems and audio systems.
Extended system design and realisation (20%
Non-exam assessment) – An extended piece
of coursework involving development and
programming of a microcontroller system and a
substantial system development in an integrated
design.
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ENGINEERING
BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course is ideal if you are passionate
about engineering.
You will find out about the different jobs
within the industry and gain a broad range of
engineering skills. This course blends theory with
practical assignments.
You will study multiple units on this course.
These include safety in the workplace, technical
drawing, the use of hand tools, electronic
assembly, wiring circuits, drilling, machinery and
more. You will be taught in small groups in the
classroom and in our workshops.

Structure

––Developing skills in planning and making
a machined product – Manufacturing
components to tolerance from engineering
drawings, developing skills in turning and
milling
––Marking out – This is a Level 2 unit where
Merits and Distinctions could be achieved
All students will have to retake GCSE English
Language or/and Mathematics alongside your
main engineering course.
These units will give you a good introduction into
engineering and help you to gain new skills, such
as using traditional workshop machinery.

Assessment
You will be assessed on a constant basis
throughout the course. You will build up a
portfolio of evidence, which your lecturer will
check and guide you through. The evidence
you need to produce will be either written work,
drawings or practical work.

The course is divided into the following nine units:

Progression

––Starting work in engineering – You will
research various occupations, working hours,
salaries and conditions to help you make
realistic decisions regarding your future
––Interpreting and using engineering
information – You will learn how to draw in five
different formats using paper and pencil to
ultimately create a set of working engineering
drawings
––Working safely in an engineering
environment – You will carry out risk
assessments and gain a thorough
understanding of safety in the workplace
––Developing skills in making engineering
components using hand tools - You will learn
the skills of making items from engineering
drawings through marking out and use of
hand tools
––Developing skills in electronic assembly –
There are two electronic units to be built and
evaluated
––Developing skills in wiring electrical circuits –
One circuit to be built with lights and buzzers
––Developing skills in using a bench/pedestal
drill – Development of drilling skills, including
the manufacturing of components to tolerance
from engineering drawings

Successful students may advance to a BTEC
Level 2 Extended Certificate in Engineering, or
to an Apprenticeship in Engineering. Progression
to Level 2 will depend on your Level 1 results,
attendance, behaviour and GCSE grade.
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Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade 2 including English
Language, Mathematics and Science. You will be
interviewed by a student recruitment advisor to
gauge your interest in engineering.

BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This course blends theory with practical
assignments.
You will study multiple units on this course. These
include safety in the workplace, the use of hand
tools, electronic assembly, wiring circuits, drilling,
machinery and more.

Structure
The course is divided into the following units:
––Engineering world – You will be introduced to
some of the key engineering sectors, as well as
a variety of products associated with them
––Health & safety in engineering – This will
teach you the basics of Health & Safety within
engineering
––Vehicle electrical systems – You will practically
and theoretically discover the working
electrical systems of a vehicle
––Engineering materials – Covering the
properties of different materials and how they
react depending on their composition
––Electronic circuit design and construction –
Our lives are dominated by electronic devices;
all have one thing in common: they are
controlled by some form of input device
––Mathematics for engineering – You will learn
about arithmetic and the way that numbers are
used when solving engineering problems
––Machining techniques – A variety of tools are
used for the machining operations you will
perform in this unit. You will learn about the
functions of simple and complex tools to help
you decide which tool is most suitable for
particular machining tasks
––Interpreting and using engineering
information – Working drawings are used to
provide engineers with the information they

need to manufacture an engineered product.
They can be produced by hand using paper
and pencil, or in a more sophisticated way with
a computer-aided drawing (CAD) system
––Investigating an engineered product – You
will learn how technical specifications are used
to communicate essential information about a
product
––Electrical and mechanical science for
engineering – You will learn how we define
current, voltage, resistance, power, electrical
charge, electromotive force and potential
difference in direct current electrical circuits
These units will give you a good introduction into
engineering and help you to gain new skills, such
as using traditional workshop machinery.

Assessment
You will be assessed on a constant basis
throughout the course. The assessment
procedure for each unit involves completing
a programme of assignments. The evidence
produced will satisfy Pass, Merit and Distinction
criteria. Two units are externally verified via
exams. The ‘Engineering world’ unit is an online
multiple choice exam and ‘Interpreting and
using engineering information’ is a paper-based
exam, both of which are done under controlled
conditions at the College.

Progression
Successful students may advance to a BTEC
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Engineering, or
to an Apprenticeship in Engineering at Level
3. Progression to Level 3 will depend on your
attendance, Level 2 results and GCSE grades.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.

Courses HSDC Prospectus 117

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS

ENGINEERING

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS

ENGINEERING
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
The aim of this two year course is to
prepare you for employment in the
engineering sector, Higher Education
at university or as part of the modern
Advanced Apprenticeship Scheme.
It provides practical and theoretical skills in
electrical and mechanical units. You will study
mathematics, science, electronics, manufacturing
technology, materials, design and computer
aided design (CAD).
In year two you will create a practical project
and a portfolio of evidence. Mechanical,
electronic, design and applied mechanical/
electronic units will also be covered giving a
well‑rounded programme of study across the
main engineering disciplines.
In year one you’ll visit local companies to see
engineering in action, take part in dedicated
taster sessions at the University of Portsmouth
and experience a unique behind-the-scenes
educational session at Thorpe Park. In year
two you will have the opportunity to complete
work experience with a local engineering
company. The course is taught as practically
as possible within the electronic laboratory
and mechanical workshops.

Structure
The units of study are regularly reviewed to
be in line with the needs of local employers and
university course entry requirements. Therefore,
the definitive list may change. However, an
example of the units that could be selected
are as follows:
In year one you may study subject units such as:
––Health & Safety in the engineering workplace
––Mathematics for technicians
––Electrical and electronic principles
––Fabrication technology
––Engineering design
––Secondary and finishing processes
––Computer-aided drafting
––Electronic circuit manufacture
––Electronic devices and circuits
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In year two you may study subject units such as:
––Mechanical principles
––Engineering project
––Communications for technicians
––CNC machining
––Further Mathematics
––Microprocessor systems
––Engineering materials
––Electronic measurement and testing

Assessment
The assessment procedure for each unit involves
completing a program of assignments, tasks or
phase tests. The evidence produced will satisfy
Pass, Merit and Distinction criteria. All assessment
procedures are subject to scrutiny by an external
moderator appointed by Edexcel.

Progression
The Level 3 Extended Diploma is ideal for those
wishing to seek employment in the field of
engineering, with the opportunity of returning
to College as a Higher Education student to
complete an HNC/HND course, or as part of an
Advanced Apprenticeship Scheme. Students are
able to go on to study university level courses
in mechanical or electronics engineering, or
other degrees such as civil engineering, product
design, motor sport engineering or marine
engineering.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 (or equivalent) including
Science, Mathematics and English Language.
You should ideally have a grade 5 or equivalent
in Mathematics. Suitable additional qualifications
may include: GCSEs in Engineering, Electronics
and Design Technology in Engineering or
ICT. To support the five GCSEs, Vocational
qualifications such as BTEC Level 2 in
Engineering at Merit grade are appropriate.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Environmental Science at A Level looks at the
complex systems of our planet and the impact
and interaction that our species has with it.
This subject links together the subjects of
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geology and
Geography.
On the course you will investigate local and
international environmental issues, topical and
current issues. Learn to evaluate and assess data
and information from several different sources,
separating fact from fiction. You will examine
how the planet works; the soil and rocks, the
oceans, the atmosphere and the complex living
world that depends upon these systems. How
man is upsetting and damaging the environment
is contrasted with sustainable management of
the planet. You will also see how environmental
scientists are actively tackling a range of issues
facing the world, such as climate change,
pollution, desertification and GM technology.

Structure
The course is broken down into the following
major subject areas:
The living environment, the physical environment,
energy resources, pollution, biological resources,
sustainability, and research methods.
Lessons are a mixture of whole class teaching,
group work and independent research that will
lead to you presenting your findings to the class.
You will also learn through lab work, discussions
and fieldtrips.

Assessment
This A level consists of two written papers
examined at the end of two years of study:
––Paper one (50% of A Level, 3 hours, 120
marks):
Topics to include the physical environment,
energy resources, pollution and research
methods.
––Paper two (50% of A Level, 3 hours, 120
marks):
Topics to include the living environment,
biological resources, sustainability and
research methods.
Both paper one and paper two are assessed via
a combination of multiple choice, short answer
and extended writing questions.
During both examinations, students will
be expected to draw on knowledge and
understanding of the entire course of study
to show a deeper comprehension of the
interconnections between topics.

Progression
Your interest in environmental issues could take
you along several paths beyond college. For
example, ecology and wildlife conservation,
geography, geology or climatology. Maybe you
would like to work for a charity, teach, enter
politics, or use your A level in Environmental
Science as the stepping stone to study
Environmental Science at university.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language and Grade 5 in two of the
following GCSE subjects Science, Mathematics or
Geography.

During your studies you will become more
confident in kick sampling, microclimate analysis,
and ecological sampling in grassland and
woodland habitats.
Finally, you will use apps from satellite telemetry
to ocean buoy monitoring to examine how
environmental monitoring data is collected
using and analysed.
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BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This Level 3 BTEC course is equivalent to
three A Levels. You will study modules
focusing on forensic science, applied science,
criminology and psychology.
You will also have the opportunity to develop
transferable skills that are highly sought after
by both universities and employers alike.
Your evaluation and analysis skills will be
developed through the forensic and applied
science based units. Within the criminology,
psychology and forensic investigation units you
will be able to demonstrate your ability to plan,
research, problem solve, integrate data and
communicate your findings. Throughout the two
years you will have the chance to develop your
employability skills as well as problem solving,
critical thinking and communication skills. You’ll
also develop your ability to review and improve
on your own performance.

Structure
This course will be taught over two years. The
majority of the units are science based but you
will also be studying law, forensic evidence,
psychology and criminology based units. The
science based units that you will be studying will
cover aspects of chemistry, biology and physics.
You will also be studying scientific practical
techniques this will assess your practical skills
relating to several different experiments and
practical techniques. You will study genetics
focusing on what makes you an individual and
what you inherit from your parents.
You will study a forensic evidence unit that will
aid you in developing your knowledge and skills.
With the opportunity to take part in a simulated
crime scene and then investigating and analysing
the evidence that you have recovered from your
crime scene.

Moving on to your second year of study you will
develop further knowledge relating to criminal
investigations, putting into practice the theory
work that you have developed in year one. You
will study both criminal and forensic psychology.
Enabling you to develop your knowledge of
how psychology helps investigators understand
criminal behaviour and how they will be applied
to the Criminal Justice System.
Forensic psychology will focus on how the
role of a psychologist can aid with a criminal
investigation, looking into offender profiling and
what makes an individual commit a crime. The
criminology unit that you will study focuses on
the study of the criminal act and how these are
committed. Along with this we look at if the
media has an influence on individuals fear of
crime, why people commit crime and whether
crime can be controlled.

Assessment
You will work through a continuous programme
of assignments, class activities, practical tasks,
discussions, presentations and written reports.
Each assignment will be graded against the
unit criteria and from there you will be given an
overall grade of either Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Progression
This course will enable you to study Foundation
Degrees, Undergraduate Degrees, Higher
National Certificate (Level 4/5) or Access to
Higher Education courses. Potential courses can
include: policing, criminal investigation, forensic
science, forensic psychology, psychology,
philosophy, criminology and law and biological
science for industry.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English
Language, Mathematics and double Science.
Grade 4 in English Language and Mathematics
will be considered as long as the other entry
requirements are met. Entry to this course can
also be gained by achieving a merit on the Level
2 Science course at HSDC.
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GEOGRAPHY
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you are interested in the world around
you, Geography is an ideal choice. You’ll
examine the relationship between people and
their environment from scientific, political,
economic and social perspectives.

Assessment
––Physical Geography (2 hrs 30 mins – 40%)
––Human Geography (2 hrs 30 mins – 40%)
There are two examinations in the June series
in the second year. Both examinations will
contain short answer data-response questions
and an essay.

This course looks at a variety of world issues
such as climate change, natural disasters, health
studies and questions of population as well
as contemporary environmental and human
issues. It’s an excellent choice for developing
skills including IT, research (including fieldwork),
analysis, evaluation and decision making.

There is a fieldwork investigation (20%): this is
an independent piece of research on a topic
related to the specification. Data can be collected
in groups, but the topic and write up must be
the student’s own. The report of 3,000–4,000
words will be marked by the lecturer and
externally moderated. There is also fieldwork
and enrichment: Fieldwork is an essential part
of the course (at least four days). Fieldwork
associated with the investigation will be local,
but enrichment opportunities will be offered,
including overseas.

Structure

Progression

In the first year of this course you will study
three topics:
––Coastal systems and landscapes, including
human impacts
––Population and the environment
––Hazards (including tectonic, storm and wildfire
hazards)
In the second year you will study three topics
plus fieldwork investigation:
––Changing places (an entirely new topic about
people’s experience of place)
––Global systems and global governance
(economic, social and political aspects of
globalisation)
––Water and carbon cycles
The topics have been chosen to include both
physical and human geography and so that the
first year is an easier transition from GCSE.
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A significant proportion of students go on to
study Geography at degree level. However, some
other progression routes have been degrees
in ocean science, architecture, economics,
engineering, forestry and geography, geography
with Qualified Teacher Status, marine geography,
international development, sport science, land
economics and also employment in the Armed
Services and the travel and retail industries. This
subject allows for a very varied progression route.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
You will also be able to take part in an
optional field trip to Iceland in the second year
of the course.
There are four compulsory fieldwork days
required as part of the course. The two in the
first year will be teacher led. These include a
trip to Portsmouth city centre to assess the
impact of the environment on health and a trip
to West and East Wittering to collect data for
a coastal project.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
We offer the only place to study Geology in
the Portsmouth area: a unique opportunity
for a unique student.
A Level Geology or Geoscience covers a
comprehensive study of the whole Earth
including:
––Geohazards
––Earth’s structure and global tectonics
––Geology of the lithosphere
––Past life and past climates
––Time and change
––Earth materials and natural resources
––Elements minerals and rocks
––Rock forming and processes
––Rock deformation
––Geological evolution of Britain
You will also take part in a residential trip as
well as day trips to locations along the south
coast including Lulworth cove, The Isle of
Wight, Bracklesham Bay, local chalk pits and
Kimmeridge Bay. You will also be able to join an
optional expedition to Iceland in the second year
of your course.
There is a dedicated Geology lab with excellent
facilities including a learning zone which includes
key terminology support, extension articles and
exam skills.
You will have access to an extensive range of
mineral and rock samples, which will be used
alongside high quality teaching resources to
enhance your learning.

Structure
Geology is a scientific qualification that bridges
the gap between the disciplines and will make
you stand out from the crowd. On this course
you will study:
––Fundamentals of Geology
––Elements, minerals and rocks
––Surface and internal processes
––Time and change
––Earth structure and global tectonics
––Interpreting the Geological Record
––Rock forming processes
––Rock deformation
––Past life, past climates
––Earth materials and natural resources
––Geological Themes
––Geohazards
––Geological map applications
––Geology of the lithosphere

Assessment
You will complete three written
examinations and a practical endorsement.
Written exams include:
––Component one: Geological Investigation
(2 hrs 15 mins worth 35%)
––Component two: Geological Principals and
Processes (1 hr 45 mins worth 30%)
––Component three: Geological Applications
(2 hrs worth 35%)

Progression
You may progress on to Higher Education
courses and employment in mining and
exploration, oil and water companies,
engineering, volcanology or hazard management.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language. You will also need at least a grade 5 in
Mathematics and two Sciences.
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ICT
BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you have a strong interest in Information
and Communication Technology, this could
be the ideal course for you.
Students will develop practical and theoretical
skills in games development, web page design,
use of IT in business and commerce.

Structure
On this course you will study:
Year one:
––Communication and employability
––Computer and Information systems
––Software design and development
––Website production and management
––Human computer interaction
––Website production
Upon successful completion of the first year
you will be able to choose to specialise in either
games development, web and multimedia, or
transfer to hardware and networking.

Year two:
––Computer game platforms and technologies
––3D modelling
––Development of computer games
––Event-driven programming
––Databases
––Games design
––Graphics and multimedia
––Interactive media authoring
––Web animation
––Client-side customisation of web pages
During the course, you will have full use of
the facilities available on the Havant & South
Downs College network. This includes Microsoft
Office, programming languages and multimedia
packages.

Assessment
This course is assessed 100% through
coursework.

Progression
Students may choose to go on to Higher
Education, or take up jobs and training schemes
with local companies in a programming or
analysis role.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language or Mathematics.
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BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Communication and employability skills in IT
––Computer systems
––Information systems
––Software design and development
––IT technical support
––Event driven programming
––Human computer interaction
––Website production
––Digital graphics

Overview
This course has been developed for students
with a strong interest in IT looking to progress
into a wide range of careers.
You will be given the opportunity to develop a
range of specialist knowledge and transferable
skills using the latest industry practice.
During the first year you will all study a core set
of units designed to provide a sound grasp of the
subject. Giving you a valuable insight into both
systems and software routes before following
a specialist route during the second year.
Whether you are looking to enter into a career
as a website developer, computer programmer,
database administrator or follow a technical route
as a network manager or systems technician,
then this course is for you.

On this course you will study:

Assessment
This course is assessed 100% through
coursework.

Progression
After successfully completing this subject
learners could progress on to a Higher Education
course, Level 4 Apprenticeship in either the
systems or software field or into employment in
the IT sector.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English
Language and Mathematics.
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IT
Level 2 Cambridge Technical Diploma (OCR)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year

Assessment
All of the units will be assessed through
assignments and will be graded Pass, Merit
or Distinction.

Progression
Overview
This course will provide the necessary
practical skills and qualifications for learners
to pursue a variety of careers in the IT
industry.
You will be taught how to use industry leading
software such as Adobe Photoshop CC and
Adobe Muse CC. You will also develop valuable
employability skills related specifically to the IT
industry gaining experience in using both Apple
Mac and PCs.

Structure
On this course you will study:
––Communicating in the IT industry
––Working in the IT industry
––Setting up an IT network
––Website development
––Computer graphics
––Computer systems
––Installing computer hardware
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On successful completion of the course,
learners with a Merit/Distinction and tutor
recommendation may progress to the Level
3 Diploma/Extended Diploma course in IT or
apply for a Level 2/3 Apprenticeship in an IT
related area.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above including
English Language or Mathematics or BTEC Level
1 Diploma in IT at Merit Level.

GCSE
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This is suitable for students who wish to
develop their understanding of Mathematics
and gain a GCSE Mathematics grade 4.
The aims and objectives of the course is to
enable you to:
––Develop fluent knowledge, skills and
understanding of mathematical methods and
concepts
––Acquire, select and apply mathematical
techniques to solve problems
––Reason mathematically, make deductions and
inferences, and draw conclusions
––Comprehend, interpret and communicate
mathematical information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information and context

Structure
On this course you will study:
Statistics and number:
––Fractions
––Decimals
––Percentages
––Measures
––Time
––Money
––Averages
––Interpreting and representing data,
––Averages and range
––Ratio and proportion

Geometry and algebra:
––Angles
––Measurement
––Triangles
––Constructions
––Loci
––Equations
––Formulae and proof
––Quadrilaterals and other polygons
––Units and scale
––Perimeter
––Area and volume
––Reflection
––Translation and rotation
––Circles and cylinders
––Quadratic graphs
––Pythagoras’ theorem

Assessment
GCSE Mathematics will be assessed through
three equally weighted written examination
papers at either Foundation tier or Higher
tier. Paper 1 is the only non-calculator paper.
Calculator assisted assessment has been
increased from 50% to 66.6%.

Progression
Grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics is a minimum
requirement for some degree courses and for
many jobs and training courses.

Entry Requirements
Any students who have a grade 3 in Mathematics
GCSE will be required to re-take this as part of
their full time study programme.

Number and algebra:
––Algebra
––Fractions
––Decimals
––Equations
––Inequalities
––Indices and formulae
––Sequences
––Proof
––Co-ordinates and linear graphs
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MATHEMATICS
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This is a highly regarded qualification that
gives students considerable advantages in
a wide range of careers and further study.
Becoming proficient in mathematics helps you
to develop clear, logical thinking and excellent
problem solving skills. It fits well with subjects
such as psychology, geography and economics.
A Level Mathematics is highly recommended for
students studying computer science, chemistry
and physics.
You will study many aspects of pure
mathematics, mechanics and statistics. The
course is a considerable step up from GCSE and
so is suitable for those who enjoy mathematics
and have strong algebraic skills.
The Mathematics department has also been
running a popular and successful student
mentoring scheme where second year students
meet weekly with first year students to support
them.
Every student is encouraged to enter the UKMT
Senior Mathematics Challenge, and the most
successful are supported in the Senior Team
Challenge and the British Mathematics Olympiad.
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Structure
This is a linear course run over two years, during
which you will study:
––Pure Mathematics (two thirds of the course)
––Statistics (one sixth of the course)
––Mechanics (one sixth of the course)

Assessment
All content is assessed at the end of the
second year in three exams, which are each
two hours long.

Progression
The majority of students go on to Higher
Education, studying a range of subjects
including mathematics, chemistry, physics,
mathematical biology, computer science,
engineering, architecture, economics, finance
and actuarial science.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including a
grade 6 in Mathematics, however a grade 7 or
above is recommended.

A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus

Assessment

Duration:
2 years

You will sit four exams at the end of the two
year course: two 90-minute exams on the pure
mathematics content and two 90-minute exams
on the applied mathematics content.

Overview

Progression

Further Mathematics is an intensive course
that is ideal for the student who really
enjoys Mathematics.
It is studied alongside A Level Mathematics but
will expose you to a broader application of the
subject. You must have very strong mathematical
skills and be willing to work hard to master a
wide range of rigorous methods.
Further Mathematics can be beneficial in
many disciplines. Students taking this A Level
have gone on to study engineering, computer
science, economics, physics and mathematics
at degree level.

Structure

Most students progress to Higher Education
to study a wide variety of subjects. If you are
planning to study for a degree in a subject
rich in mathematics (including engineering,
sciences, computing, finance) you will benefit
from taking Further Mathematics. The most
prestigious universities have an expectation of
Further Mathematics for entry to their more
mathematics-related courses.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language. You must also have a grade 7 or
above in GCSE Mathematics, although a grade
8 or 9 is preferred. This course must be studied
alongside A Level Mathematics.

This is a linear course run over two years.
The course consists of pure mathematics,
mechanics and statistics:
––Pure mathematics (50% of the course)
––Complex numbers
––Proof
––3D Vectors
––Matrices
––Second order differential equations
––Polar coordinates
––Statistics (25% of the course)
––Combinatorics
––Discrete and continuous distributions
––Advanced probability
––Further hypothesis testing (chi-squared,
Spearman’s rank)
––Mechanics (25% of the course)
––Newton’s law of restitution
––Dimensional analysis
––Circular motion
––Centres of mass
––Work, energy & power
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PHYSICS
A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Physics is a fundamental science. You’ll learn
about the entire universe, from the tiniest
fragment of matter to the largest assembly
of galaxies. Studying Physics encourages
independent and creative thinking.
You will find out about topics such as how stars
form, antimatter, dark matter, how generators
work, what photons are and what is special
about them, how radioactivity can be used to
do medical diagnosis and how music is linked to
physics and mathematics.

Structure
On this course you will study topics that
reflect the exciting ways recent developments
in science and technology have had direct
impact on our lives.
The course covers topics including waves and
oscillations, electricity, motion and forces,
materials and energy, the quantum world,
gravitation and astrophysics, electric and
magnetic fields, gases and kinetic theory,
nuclear and particle physics, medical physics.
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Assessment
Over the two years you will be given the
opportunity to gain a practical endorsement,
this endorsement will be based on your
experimental skills and be a clarification of these
skills. At the end of the two years you will sit your
examinations.

Progression
A Level Physics lays the groundwork for all such
concepts and most students go on to study
Physics-based subjects at university, or related
disciplines like engineering. Physics is also an
asset if you aim to study medicine, veterinary
science or natural sciences. Some of the most
related degrees and careers that students
have gone on to include physics, radiography,
theoretical physics, astrophysics, architecture,
engineering, mathematics, ICT, piloting, finance,
education and management or into the
Armed Services.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language. You will also need a grade 6 or above
in Mathematics and two Sciences.

Level 1/2 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course is for school leavers (age 16–18)
planning further study, an Apprenticeship
or career in automotive-related areas. You’ll
learn through a mixture of practical workshop
sessions and theory sessions in the classroom.
In the workshop we have a wide range of
vehicles to enhance your opportunities of
gaining employment. You’ll be supported
to find a work placement that may lead to
an Apprenticeship.

Structure
You will study routine maintenance, engine
technology, vehicle electrical systems and
pre-and post-work inspection procedures.
Other areas include Health & Safety, good
housekeeping, vehicle transmissions, chassis
and associated systems, fitting and fabrication.
Progression on to the second year is dependent
on first year grades. You will be expected to
study English and Mathematics GCSE up to
grade 4 or Functional Skills (dependent on
your GCSE grades).

Assessment
You will be assessed through a mix of practical
assignments and online tests including:
––Practical assessment workbooks comprising of
practical tasks and knowledge based questions
(graded Pass only)
––Online multiple choice tests (graded as Pass,
Merit and Distinction)
These assessments are carried out in centres
and must be completed to current industry
standards and practice. Please note, although
the units within these qualifications bear a close
relationship to the VCQ units, they do not imply
occupational competence.

Progression
Merit grade exam results must be achieved for a
student to progress. On successful completion
of Level 2 you may progress to Level 3 or seek
employment in a local garage and continue your
education on a day release basis. Alternatively,
you could also develop your skills in mechanical
engineering or electrical engineering.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above including
English Language and Mathematics. You may
gain entry with other automotive qualifications.
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VEHICLE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR PRINCIPLES
(LIGHT VEHICLE)
Level 2 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Health & Safety
––Good housekeeping
––Materials, fabrication, tools and measuring
devices in the automotive environment
––Routine light vehicle maintenance
––Light vehicle mechanical, lubrication and
cooling system units
––Light vehicle electrical units
––Light vehicle chassis units
––Light vehicle transmissions
––Inspection of light vehicles

Overview
This is an intensive course for students
who have successfully completed a Level 1
Diploma in Automotive Studies. As a student
you’ll develop your skills through practical
work in our fully equipped workshops
and acquire theoretical knowledge from
classroom based work.
Topics will include: routine maintenance, engine
technology, electrical systems, inspection
procedures, Health & Safety, good housekeeping,
tools and measuring devices, transmissions, and
various systems such as mechanical, lubrication
and cooling systems.
You will also attend a work placement, which
could lead to employment or an Apprenticeship.

Units you will study:

Assessment
You will be assessed continually throughout
the course with short answer test papers and
the completion of an awarding body candidate
portfolio. Computer based examinations are
completed online with City & Guilds.

Progression
On successful completion of Level 2 you may
progress to Level 3 (subject to grade achieved)
or you may seek employment in a local garage
and continue your education on a day release
basis. Alternatively you could develop your skills
in mechanical or electrical engineering.

Entry Requirements
You will need a Level 1 Automotive qualification
in order to undertake this course.
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Level 3 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Practical units: 107 (Engine) 108 (Chassis) 113
(Transmission) 406 (Electrical)
––Theory units: 157 (Engine) 158 (Chassis) 163
(Transmission) 456 (Electrical)

Overview
This challenging and content-rich course is
the one for you if you’re keen to deepen your
understanding of vehicle systems, operating
principles and the diagnosis of engine faults,
electrical faults and chassis system faults.
As a student you’ll develop your skills through
practical work in our fully equipped workshops
and acquire theoretical knowledge from
classroom based work.
In addition to building on your technical skills,
the course will cover the Functional Skills
required in industry. These include strong
abilities in communicating, processing financial
transactions and using information technology.

The units used this year are as follows:

Assessment
You will be assessed through practical
assessments and online exams. Importantly,
you’ll be responsible for compiling a portfolio
that evidence tasks you’ve undertaken in the
workshop. You may also be given the opportunity
to complete work experience at a local garage.

Progression
The possibility to undertake a modern
Apprenticeship in automotive service and repair
principles.

Entry Requirements
Successful completion of Level 1 and Level 2 City
and Guilds VRQ units.
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VEHICLE SYSTEMS
Entry Level Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Vehicle lubrication systems
––Engine cooling systems
––Vehicle fuel and exhaust systems
––Vehicle spark and ignition systems
––Vehicle electrical systems
––Transmission systems
––Vehicle wheels and tyres
––The principles of vehicle body and interior
cleaning
––Vehicle suspension
––Vehicle brakes
––Bench handskills

Overview
On this course you will develop a good
working knowledge of vehicle repair and
maintenance.
You will study the basics of car mechanics
including lubrication systems, cooling systems,
electrical systems, braking systems, fuel systems,
spark ignition systems, transmission systems and
steering and suspension systems.
All practical elements will be taught in our fully
equipped automotive workshops with theory
taught in the classroom. In addition, you will
be expected to study English and Mathematics
Functional Skills courses.
During the year you’ll have opportunities to
attend trips, take part in team-building activities
and listen to guest speakers from the automotive
industry.

On this course you will study:

Assessment
The theory elements are assessed online through
multi-choice tests. There is also a series of
practical assignments and the completion of
a portfolio of evidence. All practical tasks are
demonstrated; you will practise the task and
when the assessor feels you are competent, you
will be assessed unsupervised.

Progression
With the approval of the course manager you
may progress to the Level 1 Diploma in Vehicle
Systems Maintenance or seek employment.

Entry Requirements
Two GCSEs at grade 2 or above in Mathematics
and English Language.

134 HSDC Prospectus Courses

BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Engine lubrication
––Spark ignition
––Cooling systems
––Wheels and tyres
––Steering and suspension
––Fuel systems and braking
––Electrical systems
––Transmission systems
––Engineering and fabrication skills

Overview
This programme is aimed at people
who would like to develop their vehicle
maintenance practical skills and theoretical
knowledge.
All practical elements will be taught in our
automotive workshops, with theory taught in the
classroom. In addition, you will be expected to
achieve at least three GCSEs at grade 2 in English
Language and Mathematics and one other
subject.
This course covers Health & Safety, good
housekeeping, engines and related systems,
vehicle transmissions, vehicle electrics, fuel
systems, chassis systems, cooling systems, fitting
and fabrication.
During your studies you’ll benefit from
opportunities to attend trips, participate in teambuilding activities and listen to guest speakers
from the automotive industry.
You should also aim to find a part time job. We
will also encourage you to volunteer in a garage
during your course. This will not only help you
develop your skills, but will increase your chances
of gaining an Apprenticeship.

On this course you will study:

You will also study English Language and
Mathematics. During your course, you may
attend a work placement at a local garage.

Assessment
You will build up a portfolio of evidence and be
assessed on practical tasks in the workshop.

Progression
Successful completion of this course will allow
you to progress to Level 2.

Entry Requirements
Successful completion of the Entry Level Diploma
in Vehicle Systems or three GCSEs at grade 3
or above including Mathematics and English
Language.
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If you want an active career with considerable
responsibility, then these subjects represent the
keys to your future. As a student you’ll grow as both
a person and a leader thanks to the expert tuition
and experience in your field. No doubt, as a society
we rely on leaders to show us the way forward.
This is your opportunity to be one of them.

Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
This unique course works in partnership with
CM Sports, one of the leading providers of
high quality sports provision in the South
of England. You will undertake a significant
work-based placement with CM Sports on a
weekly basis working alongside experienced
coaches in local schools.
This course provides an exciting opportunity
to gain invaluable experience in an education
environment, whilst also gaining the specific
qualifications for direct entry into the world
of work.

Structure
This course will provide you with all of the
relevant qualifications that you need to be
able to coach in schools in accordance with
requirements of Local Authority.
This includes the following qualifications:
––L3 Delivery PE and school sport
––L2 Sports coaching
––L2 Multi skills development in sport
––First aid at work
––L2 Safeguarding and protecting children
––Mathematics and English where relevant

Assessment
You will be assessed through a range of practical
observations both in College and the workplace.
Alongside this you will build a portfolio of
evidence.

Progression
By achieving the qualifications you will be fully
equipped to go into direct employment with
coaching companies and work in local schools
as a sports coach. CM Sports will guarantee an
interview to all completers of this programme.
Students that want to progress in their education
will be able to move on to a higher-level
programme at the College.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or above including English
Language and Mathematics

“This partnership provides an exciting
opportunity to ensure students are equipped
with both the qualifications and experience in
the world of work to support their progression
in sports coaching. We have high expectations
of our coaches, and truly believe this
collaboration will harvest both well rounded and
inspirational coaches capable of delivering high
quality sports coaching.”
Luke White
Director
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DIPLOMA IN SPORT
Level 3 Diploma (NCFE)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

––Principles of anatomy and physiology in sport
––Sports analysis
––Sports coaching
––Fitness testing
––Fitness training and programming
––Sports psychology
––Exercise, health and lifestyle
––Preparing to work in sport
––Practical team sport

Overview
You will blend theoretical studies, practical
elements and work experience over a range
of subjects.
You will study anatomy and physiology,
sports coaching, psychology, exercise, health and
lifestyle, sports analysis and preparing to work in
sport. These units will give you an understanding
of the sport and leisure industry and will set you
up for a future career.

On this course you will study:

Assessment
You will be assessed through a range of practical
assessments and a portfolio of work.

Progression
On completion you may progress to
health promotion, sports coaching, sports
development, sports management or the health
and leisure industry.

Entry Requirements
Three GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
English Language or Mathematics. Successful
completion of a NCFE Level 2 Diploma in Sport
or BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Sport alongside
a GCSE grade 4 in English Language or
Mathematics.
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BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This highly practical course aims to give
you the skills and knowledge to become
an effective outdoor leader or instructor.
As a student you’ll develop a broad range of
land and water-based skills, plus a detailed
understanding of how to assess risk in sport.
Importantly, participating in adventurous
activities is central to your learning. You’ll also
gain knowledge of anatomy, physiology and
fitness training.
In addition, you’ll have opportunities to attend
residential trips both in the UK and abroad, plus a
work placement. Finally, you’ll have access to our
extensive facilities, which include: a climbing wall
and fleets of kayaks, canoes and surfboards.

Structure
On this course you will study 19 units over the
two years. These units will all have a different
focus, but will all relate to the outdoor industry.
There will be practical units where you will take
part in a range of outdoor activities like climbing,
surfing, abseiling and navigational walking. This
will be supported with classroom based work in
areas such as the history of outdoor education,
the impact that this has had on the society of
today and the Health & Safety that must be
considered when leading groups.
You will develop your practical skills outside of
College time and attend a number of compulsory
residential trips in the UK. There will be the
opportunity to gain additional qualifications
during the course.

The units completed over the two years include:
––The physiology of fitness
––Fitness training and programming
––Principles and practices
––Assessing risk in sport
––Sports nutrition
––Skills for land based activities
––Skills for water based activities
––Outdoor and adventurous activities
––Environmental education
––Sports psychology
––Impact and sustainability
––Land based leadership
––Water based leadership
––Equipment and facilities
––Work experience
––Organising events
––Physical education of children and young
people and leadership in sport

Assessment
You should be aware that this course is theory
based and has no exams. Because of this, the
coursework demands can be quite intense at
times. This is not a soft option; you need to
be fully committed to succeed on this course.
Assessment mainly takes place through written
assignments.

Progression
On successful completion of the course you
can progress on to a successful career in the
outdoors or progress on to Higher Education
to study such subjects as BA (Hons) Adventure
Education or Leisure Management. Careers
related to this course include: multi-activity
instructor, water-sports instructor, mountain
leader and PE teacher. The course has links with
local and national companies such as Portsmouth
Watersports Centre (Parkwood Leisure), The
Peter Ashley Centre, PGL, Neilson and more.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language, Science and preferably Mathematics.
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Level 3 Extended Diploma (Active IQ)
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Year one:

Overview
This comprehensive fitness diploma is
the first of its kind. It offers over £8,000
worth of technical certificates ranging from
personal training to sports massage and
entrepreneurism, as well as registered UCAS
accreditation for application to university.
On completion of the course, you will have
certification in:
––Gym Instructing Certificate
––Personal Training Certificate
––Sports Massage Certificate
––Soft tissue dysfunction
––Sports injuries and rehabilitation
––Applied human biology for exercise and fitness
––Principles of nutrition for healthy lifestyles
––Conducting consultations with personal
training clients
––Programme design and delivery for
personal training
––Enterprise and entrepreneurship
––Marketing products and services
––Delivering exceptional customer care
––Managing personal and professional
development
––Health and safety in a physical activity,
fitness and sport environment

On this course you will study:
––Exercise and fitness knowledge
(anatomy, physiology, principles of exercise,
Health & Safety, health and wellbeing)
––Planning and instructing in a gym
(client interview, behaviour change,
planning and instructing)
––Customer service
––Personal and professional development
––Employability (rights, responsibilities,
CV writing and interview skills)
––Personal and professional development
––Technology in sport and exercise
Year two:
––Exercise and fitness knowledge (functional
anatomy, physiology, principles, Health &
Safety, nutrition) Level 3
––Sports nutrition
––Sports massage
––Sports injuries
––Planning and instructing personal training
(client interview, fitness testing, behaviour
change, planning and instructing)
––Management (people management)
––Marketing
––Entrepreneurship
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Assessment

Progression

A range of practical assessments will be required
both one-to-one and in groups. A comprehensive
portfolio of learning will be maintained
throughout the year, which will be in a written
format. Two one and a half hour multiple choice
exams will be set at the end of each year. There
will also be case studies and a treatment clinic.

With this qualification you can work as a gym
instructor, personal trainer or sports massage
therapist either for your own business or in
industry. You can also progress into a Higher
Education course in sports science, exercise
science or sports development.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
Science, English Language and Mathematics.
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A Level
Venue:
Havant Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you’re considering a career such as
physiotherapy, sports development, sports
psychology, leisure management, sports
science, sports therapy, PE teaching and
sports coaching or the Armed Forces, this
is the course for you.
You will develop knowledge and skills to help you
understand the opportunities for and effects of
a healthy and active lifestyle. You’ll study applied
anatomy and exercise physiology, biomechanics,
skill acquisition and sport psychology, sport and
society and the role of technology in sport.

Assessment
The course is 70% exam, 15% practical
assessment and 15% coursework. The practical
assessments will be held at various times of the
course through observation or video analysis.
Revision sessions are also held in the weeks
before the exam to help you with your exam
preparation.

Progression
A good A Level pass in a range of subjects
will assist you to progress to Higher Education
or appropriate employment.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language, Mathematics and Science.

Structure
In applied exercise physiology and biomechanics
you will develop your knowledge and
understanding of the changes within the body
systems prior to exercise, during exercise of
differing intensities and during recovery. You
will study the adaptations to the body systems
through training and lifestyle, and how these
changes affect the efficiency of those systems.
In biomechanics you will develop knowledge and
understanding of motion and forces, and their
relevance to performance in physical activity and
sport. In skill acquisition and sport psychology
you will learn how skill is acquired and the
impact of psychological factors on performance,
and gain an understanding of the role of sport
psychology in optimising performance in both
physical activity and sport.
In the sport and society module you will gain
an understanding of the interaction between,
and the evolution of, sport and society and be
able to justify the selection of technology for
analysis of physical activity and sport to optimise
performance.
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PUBLIC SERVICES
Level 2 Diploma (NCFE)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
Throughout the programme you’ll learn
important skills and knowledge related
to work opportunities, fitness, discipline,
leadership, teamwork, fitness, first aid and
self-defence. You must be up for a challenge,
organised, disciplined and a team player.
There will be chances for placements with the
National Citizenship Scheme and to enrol as a
Cadet in the Combined Cadet Force, as well as
self-organised volunteering opportunities and
trips to Parliament, the Imperial War Museum
and Duke of Edinburgh activities. You will also
have access to Fort Purbrook plus the College
gym studio and IT facilities.

Structure
On this course you will study:
––Investigate employment in the uniformed
services
––Explore aspects of physical fitness
––Develop team working and problem solving
skills
––Show an understanding of Health & Safety
and hygiene
––Carry out map reading and navigation
––Follow uniformed services routine
––Undertake adventurous activities
––Participate in competitive sports
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Assessment
The course is 100% coursework and so it is
important that you meet all deadlines and
enjoy the challenge of coursework. All work
will be continuously assessed through a variety
of assignments; most will be written but there
will be some presentations and some practical
assessments. Most of your coursework will be
individual with some group tasks.

Progression
For progression to the BTEC Level 3 Diploma in
Public Services you will need to achieve a Merit
grade and suitable tutor report to be considered.
For progression to the BTEC Level 3 Extended
Diploma in Public Services, you will need to
achieve a Distinction grade, as well as English
Language and Mathematics at grade 4 or above.
This course is a great choice for those interested
in an armed or emergency service, whether in a
frontline or supportive role. It could also lead to
an HNC/D in Public Services or further study in
criminology or Police studies.

Entry Requirements
Three GCSEs including English Language or
Mathematics at grade 3 or above or successful
completion of a Level 1 Diploma course with
Functional Skills. Those with GCSE grade 2 or
below are recommended to pursue the Level
1 Diploma in Uniformed Services course or an
alternative Level 1 course.

BTEC Level 3 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This course is ideal if you want to pursue a
career in the Public Services, including: the
Army, Royal Navy, RAF and Royal Marines,
as well as the police, fire, ambulance and
prison services.
It is designed to give you a detailed
understanding of work in the Public Services and
the attributes you need to achieve your aims.
These include: confidence, leadership, teamwork,
fitness and discipline.
Among other things, you’ll learn about
citizenship, diversity, government, first aid and
self-defence. You’ll also be able to undertake
placements with the National Citizenship Scheme
and to enrol as a Cadet in the Combined Cadet
Force, as well as self-organised volunteering and
Duke of Edinburgh opportunities.
In addition, you’ll benefit from residential field
trips to places such as the New Forest, Dartmoor
and Wales, which will be linked to unit criteria.

Structure

Assessment
There will normally be one to four pieces of
coursework (written or practical) for each unit.
Each unit is awarded either a Pass, Merit or
Distinction grade. The certificate will be graded
overall, depending on individual unit results.

Progression
This course does not guarantee entry into any
public service careers. All applicants will still
need to complete the normal entry procedures,
in competition with applicants from other
backgrounds. However, this course will give you
a good understanding of your chosen service,
and develop the skills and knowledge needed
for a strong application. From here, you can
apply directly to university. For example, Havant
& South Downs College runs an HND Higher
National Diploma in Public Services. A wide
range of other degrees are available in areas such
as social studies, law, leisure, sport, criminology,
forensics and more.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
Mathematics or English Language and preferably
Science. If you are re-applying to College, you
must have completed an appropriate Level
2 Diploma with a Distinction profile and a
good report from your tutor, as well as English
Language or Mathematics GCSE at grade 4.

On this course you will study a range of theory
and practical units with relevance to the skills
required by uniformed and non-uniformed public
service personnel.
Core units that will be studied over the two
years are:
––Government policies
––Leadership and teamwork
––Citizenship and diversity
––Understanding discipline
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PUBLIC SERVICES
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
If you’re interested in a career in the
Public Services or progressing to university,
then this is the course for you.
You’ll study leadership and teamwork, physical
preparation, understanding the impact of war/
conflict and terrorism, police powers, and a
number of adventurous units.
This programme is similar to our Level 3 Diploma,
but has additional units in order to give you
a broader experience. Among other things,
you’ll be able to undertake placements with
the National Citizenship Scheme and to enrol
as a Cadet in the Combined Cadet Force, as
well as self-organised volunteering and Duke
of Edinburgh opportunities.
In addition, you’ll benefit from residentials
in Dartmoor and North Wales. You will also
experience field trips to places that include
Parliament, the Imperial War Museum and
Fort Purbrook.

Structure
On this course you will study 20 units
(10 in each year).
Each unit aims to develop specialist public service
related knowledge: how the public services work,
social studies to give you an understanding of the
environment they operate in and practical subjects
to develop your fitness and understanding of the
physical aspects required for each service. There
is a range of both theory and practical units within
the course and you will be expected to complete
a portfolio of evidence based on the assignment
work you are issued within your lessons.
You will also be given the opportunity to
undertake the Duke of Edinburgh Award, which
links in with the outdoor adventure activity units.
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Assessment
You’ll work through a continuous programme
of assignments, class activities, practical tasks,
discussions, presentations, written reports,
voluntary work, organising events and some
group work. Each assessment will be graded
against the unit criteria and from there you will
get an overall grade (Pass, Merit or Distinction).
The course has no exams, which may be a
positive aspect for you to consider, however the
coursework demands can be quite intense so
you’ll need to have good organisational skills.
This is not a soft option - so make sure you’re
fully committed.

Progression
The course will allow you to achieve up to
168 UCAS points (new scale) upon successful
completion of the Level 3 Extended Diploma.
This will allow you to apply direct to university,
or re-apply to the College to study on the HNC/
HND in Public Services Further Education
programme. You can also continue into Higher
Education following a degree in courses such as
criminology, law & psychology, business, sports
coaching science, social work, youth & social
studies and war studies.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including
Mathematics, English Language and preferably
Science.

BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Fitness for sport and exercise
––Practical sports performance
––The mind and sports performance
––The sports performer in action
––Training for personal fitness
––Anatomy and physiology for sports
performance
––Lifestyle and wellbeing
––Leading sports activities
––Running a sports event
––Injury and the sports performer
––The sport and active leisure industry
––Practical land-based outdoor and
adventure sport
––English and Mathematics

Overview
If you already take a keen and active role
in sport, whether it be coaching, officiating
or performing, then this course is your
opportunity to progress further.
You’ll learn in the classroom through practical
sessions and by working independently in your
own time.
As a student you will have opportunities to
lead sports activities, run a sports event, study
different injuries, learn about how the body
works, take part in practical sport, plan fitness
training programmes, and enhance your skills in
English Language and Mathematics.

On this course you will study:

Assessment
A variety of assessment methods will be used
including report writing, essays, presentations,
group work assignments, practical observations
and external exams. The course is challenging
and all staff have high expectations of our
students so it is vital that you are able to meet
deadlines promptly and enjoy a challenge.

Progression
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Sport. To progress
to this course you will need to achieve a
Distinction profile and suitable tutor report.
Alternatively, you may go into employment in
the sports industry as a leisure centre attendant,
sports coach or on an Apprenticeship.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or above including
English Language or Mathematics at grade 4.
It is essential you have a keen and active role
within sport, whether it be coaching, officiating
or performing.
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SPORT AND EXERCISE SCIENCE (SPORTS THERAPY)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Year on year, the sport and active leisure
sector outperforms the rest of the UK
economy and researchers predict this will
continue to be the case for years to come.
From the elite performers’ reliance on a large
support team to the casual gym users use of
ergogenic aids, sport and exercise sciences’ core
elements of anatomy, physiology, psychology and
biomechanics are seen in almost every aspect of
the sport and active leisure sector. This course
has been designed to give you highly specialist
knowledge and understanding along with the
opportunity to develop your employability skills.

Structure
You will study 18 units (nine units in year one
and nine in year two). Each unit aims to develop
specialist sports related knowledge.
The anatomy and physiology units focus on the
structure and function of the skeletal, muscular,
cardiovascular and respiratory systems and how
the body physiologically reacts to the onset and
continuation of physical activity. Throughout
your studies you will be able to examine
sports performance and consider how sports
psychology and nutrition play an important role
in maximising performance.
The sports massage and injuries units allow you
to understand theory and practice of sport and
exercise massage techniques, injury prevention,
identification and rehabilitatory interventions for
common sports injuries.
The training and fitness aspects of your course
will enable you to carry out fitness tests, plan a
training programme and analyse the results.
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Teaching & Learning
The course will include lectures, set assignments
and individual study.
To support this you will have the opportunity to
learn in the Sports Laboratory where you will
have access to high quality equipment such as
Douglas Bags for gas analysis to enable you to
establish oxygen consumption during exercise
along with the cycle ergonometer to complete
tests such as the Wingate Test which will enable
you to measure peak anaerobic power and
capacity.
In addition to this you will learn in the sports
massage room which simulates a sports therapy
clinic environment. It is fully equipped with
massage couches where you will be able to treat
your peers.
This is mostly a theory-based course and the
coursework demands can be quite intense at
times and in order to support your academic
studies you will have lessons and workshops in
all your subjects with specialist staff.

Assessment
You will work through a continuous programme
of assignments, class activities, practical
tasks, discussions, presentations, written
reports, voluntary work and completion of an
independent research project. Each assessment
will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Progression
The BTEC Extended Diploma in Sport and
Exercise Science (Sports Therapy) has been
developed with career progression and
recognition by professional bodies in mind.
It is therefore possible for you to apply for
membership of the British Association of Sport
and Exercise Sciences (BASES).

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs including Science, English Language
and Mathematics at grade 4 or above.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
This predominantly theory-based course is
focused on giving you a well-rounded and
detailed knowledge of the sports sector.
You’ll cover topics such as: sports coaching,
training and fitness, sports development,
nutrition, psychology, anatomy and
physiology and sport as a business.
You’ll consider the roles, responsibilities and skills
of sports coaches, and plan and deliver sports
sessions whist learning how to carry out fitness
tests, plan a training programme and analyse the
results.
In addition, you’ll have opportunities to be
involved in sport in the community, complete
work experience and gain additional
qualifications in coaching and leading groups.

Structure
You will study 19 units (10 units in year one and
nine in year two). Each unit aims to develop
specialist sports related knowledge. The sports
development related units will examine issues in
sport, barriers to participation for specific groups
of people and the issues in sports development.
Sport as a business will allow you to study
sport as a multi-billion pound business and
examine what makes sport successful and the
organisation of sport.
Within the units sports coaching, practical team
and practical individual, you will consider the
roles, responsibilities and skills of sports coaches,
and plan and deliver sports sessions.

The training and fitness aspects of your course
will enable you to carry out fitness tests, plan a
training programme and analyse the results.
In anatomy and physiology you will also
examine the different systems of the body
and establish their relationship with sports
performance and consider how sports
psychology and nutrition play an important role
in maximising performance.
You should be very aware that this is mostly
a theory-based course and this should be
considered before you make your final decision
about whether this is the course for you. The
course currently has no exams, which may be
a positive aspect for you to consider, however
the coursework demands can be quite intense
so you’ll need to have very good organisational
skills. This is not a soft option - so make sure
you’re fully committed.

Assessment
You’ll work through a continuous programme
of assignments, class activities, practical tasks,
discussions, presentations, written reports,
voluntary work, organising events and coaching.
Each assessment will be graded against the unit
criteria and from there you’ll get an overall grade
ranging from Pass, Merit and Distinction.

Progression
In the future you could pursue a career in
sports coaching, sports management, sports
development, the leisure industry or the public
services. You could go to university to study a
foundation degree, HND or degree programme
that focuses on a specialist area of work.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs including English Language,
Mathematics and Science at grade 4 or above.
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BTEC Level 1 Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Taking part in exercise and fitness
––Planning a fitness programme
––Working in sport and active leisure
––Working in a team
––For an individual project
––Assisting at a sport or active leisure event
––Taking part in sport
––Job opportunities in sport and active leisure
––How the body works
––Managing your own health at work
––Assisting a leader of sports to plan and deliver
an activity

Overview
This course incorporates a range of physical
activities, so you’ll need to be enthusiastic and
willing to join in a variety of fitness, outdoor
and sports pursuits, as well as complete
classroom work.
Over the year you’ll engage with a range of
different exercise challenges in order to improve
your fitness. You’ll also develop work-related skills
including team-building and work on identifying,
researching and discussing a project area of
your choice.
The programme enables you to become involved
with assisting at a sport or active leisure event. In
addition, you’ll study how the body works, how
to manage your personal health at work and
participate in many different sports.

On this course, you will study:

You will also study Functional Skills in English
Language and Mathematics.

Assessment
The course is 100% coursework. In addition you
will sit assessments during and at the end of the
year in Functional Skills English Language and
Mathematics.

Progression
To reapply to Havant & South Downs College
you will need to achieve in each unit and be
supported by a suitable tutor report. You will
then have the option to apply for the NCFE Level
2 Diploma in Sports Academy and Fitness or
employment in the fitness and leisure industry.

Entry Requirements
GCSEs at mainly grade 2 or an entry
level qualification.
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SPORTS PERFORMANCE AND EXCELLENCE
(FOOTBALL ACADEMY)
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
2 years

Year one core units:

Overview
The BTEC Academy Programme gives you
the opportunity to use your interest in football
to complete a strong academic programme
that opens various sport and fitness related
pathways for future development.
Our partnership with Havant & Waterlooville FC
enables our first team to play in the Conference
Youth Alliance and enter the FA Youth Cup and
Hampshire Floodlit Cup, whilst our other teams
play in the Hampshire College’s leagues and
cup competitions.
The course would suit a student who has a
high interest in football and sport. It would suit
somebody who is looking to go into coaching
and teaching. Due to the scientific/fitness
nature of the course there are also opportunities
to progress into sports rehabilitation and
personal training.

On this course you will study:
––Principles of anatomy and physiology in sport
––Fitness testing for sport and exercise
––The physiology of fitness
––Assessing risk in sport
––Sports nutrition
Year one specialist units:
––Rules, regulations and officiating in sport
––Sport as a business
––Current issues in sport
––Analysis of sports performance
––Sports coaching
Year two core units:
––Fitness training and programming
––Psychology for sports performance
––The athlete’s lifestyle
––Technical and tactical skills in sport
Year two specialist units:
––Sports injuries
––Work experience in sport
––Organising sports events
––Sport and exercise massage
All Academy students train up to four times
a week.
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Assessment

We provide players with an excellent opportunity
to analyse and focus on their game management
and awareness. This is supported by the
introduction of SportMast.

Practical assessments make up a small part
of the assessment process, but most of this is
completed through written assignments.

Located 7.5 meters above the training ground,
the telescopic camera provides a great basis
for sports analysis which is then converted to a
software package and made available to players
for both personal review, and to support with
assignment tasks.
Our Academy is based on site and we have our
very own state of the art 4G astroturf which we
use for both training (five hours a week) and
matches on a daily basis. As well as the astroturf
facility we have our fitness centre and sports
hall. This consists of a range of fitness equipment
used to enhance the performance of our athletes.

Progression
Coaching based employment, voluntary sports
opportunities and Higher Education and
Apprenticeship schemes.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language, Mathematics and preferably Science.
Students will be considered with a Level 2
BTEC at Distinction standard providing they
have achieved relevant GCSEs. You must have
experience of performing at a high standard
and a football trial must also be carried out
by applicants.

Offsite we have West Leigh Park, home of Havant
and Waterlooville Football Club. Our first team
players have the opportunity to showcase their
skills on the club’s ground as Academy players
for Havant and Waterlooville Football Club.
Work experience will be carried out in both the
first year and second year of study and you will
have an opportunity to develop key Vocational
and work-related skills.
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UNIFORMED SERVICES – PREPARATION FOR ENTRY
Level 1 Diploma (NCFE)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
The course focuses on commitment,
determination and respect. This course would
be ideal for someone who has the desire to
represent their country, and the willingness to
develop personal and social skills necessary
for a life in the services.
You will take part in regular fitness testing,
including a military swim test, to assess your
progress and set new goals. You will learn
about service routine and perform drill for
Remembrance Day and at your end of year
Pass‑Off Parade. There will also be map and
navigation days and an adventurous activities
residential to Tile Barn.
We have a strong bond with the Armed
Forces Careers Office (AFCO), offering
employer engagement, through regular guest
speakers and look at life experiences for a
variety of the armed forces career paths.
Havant & South Downs College have their own
Combined Cadet Force (CCF), which students
are encouraged to join unless already involved
in a cadet programme, that can enhance a
Uniformed Services experience.

Structure
Within the units below, individuals are required
to demonstrate knowledge and skills for
employment:
––Preparation for entry to the uniformed service
of your choice
––Physical fitness
––Teamwork
––Map reading and navigation
––Participate in an adventurous activity
––Health & Safety in the uniformed services
––Participate in competitive sports
––Developing self discipline
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Assessment
All work will be continuously assessed using
video and photographic evidence to support
effective feedback. Google classroom provides
easy access to resources and relevant course or
tutor related information.

Progression
Successful completion of the course will offer
progression to the NCFE Level 2 Uniformed
Services or another suitable Level 2 course.
You may wish to apply for entry to the armed
forces or public services. You may also want
an alternative career or Apprenticeship, in
another field, which can be supported by the
HSDC Careers & Employability Team. Successful
completion of the course will enable you to
proceed to the NCFE Level 2 in Preparation
For Entry to Uniformed Services. If you wish to
change direction, you can move to other courses
within the area such as BTEC Level 2 Sport or
Outdoor Education.

Entry Requirements
Although no formal qualifications are necessary,
prospective candidates must have a satisfactory
school report and a reasonable level of literacy
is needed for them to comply with the written
aspects of the course.

Level 2 Diploma (NCFE)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
The course focuses on commitment,
determination and respect. This course would
be ideal for someone who has the desire to
represent their country, and the willingness to
develop personal and social skills necessary
for a life in the services.
You will take part in regular fitness testing,
including a military swim test to assess your
progress and set new goals. There will be
opportunities to work with local schools,
organising mini Olympics and military
style fitness fun days, providing you with
valuable teamwork experience. You will learn
about service routine and perform drill for
Remembrance Day and at your end of year PassOff Parade. There will also be map and navigation
days and an adventurous activities residential to
Tile Barn.
We have a strong bond with the Armed
Forces Careers Office (AFCO), offering
employer engagement, through regular guest
speakers and look at life experiences for a variety
of the armed forces career paths. Havant & South
Downs College have their own Combined Cadet
Force (CCF), which students are encouraged
to join unless already involved in a cadet
programme, that can enhance a Uniformed
Services experience.

Structure
Within the units below, individuals are required
to demonstrate knowledge and skills for
employment:
––Preparation for entry to the uniformed service
of your choice
––Physical fitness
––Teamwork
––Map reading and navigation
––Equality and diversity
––Health, safety & hygiene
––Sports coaching
––Service routine

Our teaching team have a broad mix of skills
which include former service men and women.
This hugely relevant experience combined
with skilled and highly qualified teaching
staff, provides a foundation for exciting and
engaging sessions.
The course will be taught mainly as practical
with supported classroom work and outdoor
activities. With numerous visits and trips, the
course is brought to life and related to elements
of the public sector, all of which will help develop
the skills and knowledge you need to build a
career in the armed forces or public services.

Assessment
All work will be continuously assessed using
video and photographic evidence to support
effective feedback. Google classroom provides
easy access to resources and relevant course
or tutor related information. Practical and
peer observations in conjunction with mock
professional and peer interviews, allow your
progress to be monitored throughout the
whole year. A portfolio is produced to achieve
a final grade.

Progression
Successful completion of the course will offer
progression to the NCFE Level 3 Uniformed
Services or another suitable Level 3 course.
You may wish to apply for entry to the armed
forces or public services. You may also want an
alternative career or Apprenticeship, in another
field, which can be supported by the HSDC
Careers & Employability Team.

Entry Requirements
Three GCSEs including English Language or
Mathematics at grade 3 or above or successful
completion of a Level 1 Diploma course with
Functional Skills. Those with GCSE grade 2 profile
are recommended to pursue the Level 1 Diploma
in Uniformed Services course or an alternative
Level 1 course.
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UNIFORMED SERVICES – PREPARATION FOR ENTRY
Level 3 Diploma (NCFE)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
Just like the Level 1 and Level 2 course,
this course focuses on commitment,
determination and respect. However the Level
3 will develop your skills as a leader and troop
commander.
You will take part in regular fitness testing,
including a military swim test, to assess your
progress and set new goals. There will be
opportunities to work with local schools,
organising mini olympics and military style
fitness fun days, providing you with valuable
leadership and teamwork experience. You will
learn about service routine and perform drill
for Remembrance Day and at your end of year
Pass‑Off Parade. There will also be map and
navigation days and an adventurous activities
residential to Tile Barn.
We have a strong bond with the Armed Forces
Careers Office (AFCO), offering employer
engagement, through regular guest speakers
and look at life experiences for a variety of the
armed forces career paths. Havant & South
Downs College have their own Combined Cadet
Force (CCF), which students are encouraged
to join unless already involved in a cadet
programme, that can enhance a Uniformed
Services experience.

Structure
Within the units below, individuals are required
to demonstrate knowledge and skills for
employment:
––Preparation for entry to the uniformed service
of your choice
––Physical fitness
––Leadership skills
––Advanced map reading and navigation
––Equality and diversity
––Personal protection
––Telecommunications
––Adventurous activities
––Service routine

Assessment
All work will be continuously assessed using
video and photographic evidence to support
effective feedback. Google classroom provides
easy access to resources and relevant course
or tutor related information. Practical and
peer observations in conjunction with mock
professional and peer interviews allow your
progress to be monitored throughout the
whole year. A portfolio is produced to achieve
a final grade.

Progression
Successful completion of the course will offer
progression to the NCFE Level 3 Uniformed
Services Extended Diploma or another suitable
Level 3 course. You may wish to apply for entry
to the armed forces or public services. You may
also want an alternative career or Apprenticeship,
in another field, which can be supported by the
HSDC Careers & Employability Team.

Entry Requirements
Three GCSEs including English Language or
Mathematics at grade 4 or above or successful
completion of a Level 2 Diploma course with
Functional Skills. Those with GCSE grade 3
profile are recommended to pursue the Level
2 Diploma in Uniformed Services course or an
alternative Level 2 course.
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SPORT AND PUBLIC SERVICES

UNIFORMED SERVICES OFFICER ACADEMY
Level 3 Extended Diploma (NCFE)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year after successful completion of a
year studying the Level 3 NCFE Uniformed
Services Diploma – 2 year programme
Overview
New to 2019 will be the opportunity, with
successful completion of our NCFE Level 3
Uniformed Services, to progress on to our
Extended Diploma Officer Academy.

The course is aimed at providing students
with additional responsibilities, volunteering
opportunities and leadership roles whilst still
developing personal qualities and physical
fitness required for potential armed forces
officer applicants.
This new course will provide suitable students
both UCAS points and the experience to greatly
enhance progression into possible application as
an officer.
Note – Any students looking for a two year
programme or with the aspiration of going to
University would be better suited to the BTEC
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Public Services.
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TraVEL AND

tO uRISM

A career of global discovery and fulfilling
people’s dreams can be yours if you apply
yourself as a Travel and Tourism student. You’ll
learn how to be the catalyst for unforgettable
experiences. You’ll also get to enjoy many of
these experiences for yourself, while forging a
successful career thanks to all the knowledge
and highly transferable skills you’ll acquire.

Level 2 Diploma (City & Guilds)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
If you would like to work as a member of air
cabin crew or part of the airport ground crew
team, this course will give you the knowledge
and skills you need to succeed.
As a learner you’ll undertake training at the
British Airways Training base at Heathrow
Airport, completing a range of practical exercises
including emergency evacuation procedures.
You’ll learn aviation operations, airline health,
safety and security, emergency procedures,
crew room duties and ground operations. In
preparation for interviews with airlines, you’ll also
participate in an airline mock interview day at
one of our local partnership hotels.

Structure
On this course you will study:
––An introduction to airline/aviation operations
––Airline health, safety and security
––Airline emergency procedures
––Crew room duties
––The role of air cabin crew (on board)
––Preparation for employment as air cabin crew
––The certificate in ground operations
––Functional Skills in English Language/
Mathematics

Teaching & Learning
Daily lessons will take place aboard a replica of a
Boeing 747 aircraft cabin.
All of your lessons will be delivered by industry
experts; our staff have previously worked for a
range of airlines including British Airways, First
Choice and Virgin Atlantic. Two members of the
cabin crew teaching team are still working in the
industry, one at Southampton Airport and the
other works as crew for British Airways.
On the course you will experience a range of
teaching methods including; role plays, videos,
and creating your own presentation.
There is an opportunity to retake your English
Language and Mathematics GCSEs if you need
to whilst studying this course. If you have already
completed your GCSEs you may complete the
fast track option with the opportunity to fly in
the summer.

Assessment
Progress will be assessed through a portfolio of
evidence, observations, examinations, role plays
and case studies. Specialist components will
be assessed off site during a residential to the
Virgin Atlantic training base at London Gatwick
Airport. This will include safety and emergency
training procedures in ditching, fire & smoke and
slide deployment. This is compliant with all UK
airlines, approved by Civil Aviation Authority
standards. This trip is compulsory and will cost
approximately £120.

Progression
Successful students will be able to apply to work
in the airline industry.

Entry Requirements
You must be a minimum of 17 years of age to
enrol on this course and hold a Level 1 or Level 2
qualification and four GCSEs at grade 3 or above.
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM

AIR CABIN CREW TRAINING

TRAVEL AND TOURISM

AIR CABIN CREW TRAINING (FAST TRACK)
Level 2 Diploma City & Guilds
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
September – April

––An introduction to airline/aviation operations
––Airline health, safety and security
––Airline emergency procedures
––Crew room duties
––The role of air cabin crew (on board)
––Preparation for employment as air cabin crew
––The certificate in ground operations

Overview
If you would like to work as a member of air
cabin crew or part of the airport ground crew
team, this course will give you the knowledge
and skills you need to succeed.
As a learner you’ll undertake training at the
British Airways Training base at Heathrow
Airport, completing a range of practical exercises
including emergency evacuation procedures.
Daily lessons will take place aboard a replica
of a Boeing 747 aircraft cabin. You’ll learn
aviation operations, airline health, safety and
security, emergency procedures, crew room
duties and ground operations. In preparation for
interviews with airlines, you’ll also participate in
an airline mock interview day at one of our local
partnership hotels.

On this course you will study:

Assessment
Progress will be assessed through a portfolio of
evidence, observations, examinations, role plays
and case studies. Specialist components will
be assessed off site during a residential to the
Virgin Atlantic training base at London Gatwick
Airport. This will include safety and emergency
training procedures in ditching, fire & smoke and
slide deployment. This is compliant with all UK
airlines, approved by Civil Aviation Authority
standards. This trip is compulsory and will cost
approximately £120.

Progression
Successful students will be able to apply to work
in the airline industry.

Entry Requirements
You must be a minimum of 17 years of age to
enrol on this course, and hold a Level 1 or Level 2
qualification and have four GCSEs at grade 3 or
above. You must also have a grade 4 or above in
English Language and Mathematics.
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Level 1 First Diploma (LASER)
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year

Assessment
You will be assessed throughout the one year
course through practical assignments and a
portfolio of your work.

Progression
Overview
If you feel that the travel and tourism may
match your skills and provide an interesting
career, this introductory course could be just
what you’re looking for.
You’ll learn about a variety of subjects within
the travel and tourism industry which will help
you into employment within a travel agency for
example, or progression on to a higher course
level in this subject area, or an Apprenticeship.

Students completing this course may progress
on to a Level 2 Travel and Tourism or Air Cabin
Crew course.

Entry Requirements
You will need an interest in tourism, grade 2
or above at GCSE or an entry level qualification.
You will also be required to take your
Mathematics and English Language GCSEs
alongside studying this course.

Areas covered will include customer service
and selling skills, the tourism industry, running
events, knowledge of worldwide destinations and
employment skills. There is no work placement
provision on this course, but you’ll attend a
number of visits including a trip to a main
visitor attraction to enhance your learning and
understanding of the industry.
You’ll have the opportunity to have some lessons
on our Boeing 747 Aircraft Cabin, and the College
Restaurant is also available for events if required.
This full-time course is open to both school
leavers and adults.

Structure
Areas covered will include customer service
and selling skills, the tourism industry, running
events, knowledge or worldwide destinations
and employment skills. There is no work
placement provision on this course, but you’ll
attend a number of visits including a trip to
main visitor attraction to enhance your learning
and understanding of the industry.
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM

TRAVEL AND TOURISM

TRAVEL AND TOURISM

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
BTEC Level 2 First Diploma
Venue:
South Downs Campus

Structure

Duration:
1 year

––Interpersonal skills for the travel and
tourism workplace
––UK travel and tourism destinations
––Retail travel services
––Visitor attractions
––Tourist information services
––Promotional activities in travel and tourism
––Activity tourism in the UK
––How to contribute to the delivery of an
entertainment activity in travel and tourism
––Principles of customer service in hospitality,
leisure, travel and tourism
––Planning an event
––Event review and evaluation

Overview
This programme is designed to give you key
insights into various elements of the travel
and tourism industry.
Many of our lecturers have worked in the travel
and tourism industry, which helps ensure you get
the most reliable information.
As a student you’ll undertake assignment
work, participate in group discussions, give
presentations and join in with practical activities.
You will cover subjects ranging from customer
service and geography through to retail
and events.

In this course you will study:

Assessment
There is one 90-minute multiple-choice exam and
the rest of the course is assessed via coursework.
Coursework will include role plays, a presentation,
the planning of an event and participation in an
entertainment activity.

Progression
Successful students could progress on to our
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel and Tourism
or Cabin Crew Training. If appropriate, you may
enrol on an Apprenticeship or directly into
employment.

Entry Requirements
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above including
English Language.
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
Level 3 Extended Diploma BTEC
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
2 years
Overview
Through your studies you’ll acquire a range
of key transferable skills in areas such
as: research, evaluation, team working,
presentation and problem solving.
Importantly, this course will teach you the
scale and importance of the travel and
tourism industry. For example, you’ll research
and understand how customer service, the
environment, the economy, culture, organisations
and destinations all affect the sector, both in the
UK and overseas.
You’ll also have the chance to participate in
field trips, both nationally and internationally,
in order to experience destinations and consider
career specialisms.

Structure
On this course you will study 10 units in the first
year and a further 10 in the second year.
These 20 units will give you the background to
customer service, geography and business.
Some units will specifically look at job roles in
the travel and tourism industry.

Assessment
A number of assessment methods will be used
throughout the course, including frequent
assignments and reports. Occasionally you will
be assessed via role-play, presentations and
other creative tasks.

Progression
Students often get jobs in the travel and
tourism industry, such as travel agency roles,
cabin crew, holiday representatives, or in a
related Apprenticeship position. Our course
carries enough UCAS points to count towards
university, so you could study a degree or a
Higher National Diploma.

Entry Requirements
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English
Language and preferably Mathematics.
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM

TRAVEL AND TOURISM (CREATE)
Level 1 Diploma LASER
Venue:
South Downs Campus
Duration:
1 year
Overview
Are you aged 16-18 and feel that you didn’t
reach your potential at school? Are you ready
to create your future with Havant & South
Downs College?
Structure
Within your study programme you will
have dedicated employability and personal
development weeks where you will be involved
in trips, team building and project work that will
help you to become a better learner. You will be
taught a broad curriculum. Every week you will
have a tutorial, Mathematics and English.
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Assessment
The course is assessed in many ways, with the
majority of coursework built into a portfolio that
will show off all of your skills. You will also be
involved in presentations, shows, performances
or exhibitions. Functional Skills in English
Language and Mathematics are assessed with
a written exam but this is a critical part of your
programme and you will be supported to achieve
to your best ability.

Progression
Progression from your study programme could
be into employment, Apprenticeships or further
study at Level 2.

Entry Requirements
You will need an interest in tourism, grade 2 or
above at GCSE or an entry level qualification. You
will also be required to take your Mathematics
and English Language GCSEs alongside studying
this course.

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
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The easiest way to apply is by
visiting www.hsdc.ac.uk, here
you can search for the subjects
you’re interested in and use our
online application form to submit
your application.

•

Once you’ve found the course(s) you
want to study, click apply

•

You can continue to add the courses
you want until you’re happy with your
selection (similar to online shopping)

•

Click continue application to register
and start filling in your application form

•

When you are happy with your
application press submit

You can save your application and come
back to it later - please remember to make a
note of your login details as you’ll need this
to access your saved application.
If you need any help, or would rather do a
paper application you can visit
www.hsdc.ac.uk/how-to-apply
or call 023 9387 9999.
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AFTER YOU APPLY
You can expect to hear back from us within
one month of submitting your application,
at this point you’ll be given the time and
date of your College interview.
If you have any questions about
your application or your interview
please email admissions@hsdc.ac.uk,
or call 023 9387 9999 and ask for the
Admissions Team.

TOP TIPS FOR YOUR
COLLEGE INTERVIEW
1.

Don’t worry! Our interviews are really
just a chat, an opportunity for you to ask
any questions and for us to make sure
the course is right for you

2.

You don’t have to come alone.
If you’d feel more comfortable bringing
someone with you that’s totally OK

3.

If you can’t make it let us know as soon
as possible, we’re happy to re-book and
give you a new interview time

4.

Wear what works for you - whether it’s
jeans or your school uniform, it’s not
like a job interview so you don’t need to
worry about what you’re wearing

5.

Don’t be afraid to change your mind.
If you realise the course you’ve applied
for isn’t right for you just tell us, we
know it’s not always an easy decision!
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YOUR LESSONS
Our A Levels are taught at our Havant
Campus in a classroom environment, but
give you much more independence than
school. We provide more teaching time per
week, per A Level subject than other local
Colleges. This gives you a good balance of
high quality teaching time alongside selfdirected study. Helping you develop the skills
you need to do well at university.
HSDC Vocational courses are taught on
our South Downs Campus - here you’ll
experience both classroom and work-style
environments. Giving you the opportunity
to learn hands-on skills, using the tools and
equipment you’d be using in the workplace.
This way you’ll leave College with practical
experience that prepares you for your next
step.
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YOUR LECTURERS
At HSDC you’ll be taught by dedicated and
experienced lecturers who are experts in
their field.
Our teaching staff are committed to making
your lessons interesting and interactive.
Making sure you get everything you need to
achieve your aspirations. Your lecturers will
not only teach you what’s on the curriculum,
they’ll share the tips and tricks of the
industry and pass on their own experience
too.
In many cases you’ll find your lecturers have
excellent industry connections, and have
already done the jobs you aspire to do in
the future. This means they’ll understand the
opportunities that will help you stand out
when applying for work or university.

DIGITAL LEARNING

DIGITAL CHAMPIONS

We know that every student has a different
way of learning, which is why we’re strong
believers in learning anytime, anywhere.

Are you passionate about technology? Do
you want something that will make your
CV or university application stand out?
Our Digital Champions programme is an
opportunity for you to get involved with
shaping the future of HSDC.

We understand that a blend of classroom
and digital learning is the best way to get
the most out of your College experience.
This is why we give every student access to
high-quality online resources accessible from
anywhere, whenever you need them.

You’ll have the chance to work with digital
learning experts, generate new ideas and
feedback on the latest technology.

These include:
•

Google classroom, a virtual learning
environment which allows you to
collaborate and connect with lecturers
and other students during the College
day, and outside of College hours

•

Industry standard learning resources,
giving you extra support when it comes
to revision and assessment. These can
include anything from videos of your
lessons, to specially recorded and
annotated online lectures

•

Apps, because sometimes it is easier
to study on your phone or a tablet.
Lecturers work with students to
integrate relevant Apps into your
learning experience.

DEVICE PURCHASE SCHEME
Thinking of buying a new laptop? Our
device purchase scheme in partnership with
Academia gives you the chance to purchase
a new device at a discounted rate!
The choice is yours. Our device purchase
scheme gives you the option to pay for your
device upfront, or you can start College with
a brand new laptop but spread the cost with
convenient monthly payments.
You’ll also have the option to choose from
three different devices utilising either
Chrome, Mac or Windows operating systems
Visit hsdc.ac.uk/get-digital for more
information.
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EARN MONEY AND GAIN A
QUALIFICATION!
HSDC is an outstanding local provider of
high quality Apprenticeships. We support
students like you to find an Apprenticeship
that can kick-start an amazing career.
Delivering a wide range of Apprenticeship
programmes and working alongside leading
employers to help you become part of a
skilled workforce.

WHAT IS AN
APPRENTICESHIP?
Every Apprenticeship is a real job, giving
you plenty of training to develop industry
level skills. Most apprentices will work for
30 hours per week, and can last between
one and four years. However, this can vary
depending on the Apprenticeship.
Apprenticeships range in levels depending
on your experiences and skills. Apprentices
now have the opportunity to achieve
degree level qualifications without the debt
associated with traditional Higher Education
at university.
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WHY SHOULD YOU DO
AN APPRENTICESHIP?

HOW DO YOU APPLY FOR
AN APPRENTICESHIP?

Apprenticeships are designed to give you
the best of both worlds - work and study. As
an apprentice you’ll earn money and spend
time in a workplace setting that reflects your
career aspirations.

In order to start an Apprenticeship, you need
a job which matches the qualification you
want to study. Our Apprenticeship team will
work with you to identify the best type of
role based on your career goals. They’ll also
keep you up to date with information about
suitable vacancies available to you.

You’ll receive more training and support than
you would in a job alone. Most apprentices
spend one day a week at College. Not only
that, you’ll have the backing of your Collegebased Apprenticeship assessor who will
work with you and your employer to ensure
you’re making progress and getting the most
out of your Apprenticeship.

WHICH AREAS DO WE OFFER
APPRENTICESHIPS IN?
•

Accounting

•

Biological Science

•

Business Administration

•

Creative Content (Junior Content
Producer)

•

Customer Service

•

Early Years

•

Engineering

•

Hairdressing

•

Health and Social Care

•

Hospitality and Catering

•

Laboratory Technician

•

Team Leading and Management

•

Warehousing

If you have managed to find an employer
you want to work with yourself, our team
will be able to ensure they receive the
information they need to make this a
successful opportunity.
For more information about Apprenticeships
at HSDC email apprenticeships@hsdc.ac.uk
or visit hsdc.ac.uk/apprentice.

WHAT TO OUR
EMPLOYERS SAY ABOUT
APPRENTICESHIPS AT HSDC?
“Our chefs spend one day a week at College
learning and developing from some of the
best tutors in the country. Havant & South
Downs College’s reputation is key in our
partnership, and like our ingredients in both
our food and beer, they provide us with a
highly renowned product to help attract,
develop and retain the best people.”
Fuller Smith & Turner

WILL AN APPRENTICESHIP
COST YOU ANYTHING?
Not at all, you’ll be earning money and it
won’t cost you a thing. Course fees are
usually subsidised by the government, and
if not employers pay a contribution fee to
cover training costs.
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As a Havant & South Downs College
student you’ll experience the benefits of a
dual campus lifestyle – twice the facilities,
double the opportunity.
You will usually have one campus of study,
depending on the course you choose.
However, you can still use the facilities on
both campuses to enjoy double the student
lifestyle.
We invest in our facilities each year to
ensure that they create the right learning
environment for you. Helping to support
and ignite your passion for learning.
Our most recent investment came as a
direct result of student feedback. Upgrades
to our A Level Centre of Excellence in
August 2018 have brought the Havant
Campus up to date, with greater digital
investment and modern communal areas.
As well as teaching spaces packed with
everything you will need to immerse
yourself fully in that subject, below are
some of the general facilities available to
you:

172 HSDC Prospectus Our Campuses & Facilities

HAVANT CAMPUS

SOUTH DOWNS CAMPUS

•

International size, all weather hockey
pitch available for multi-sport use.

•

•

The Library has a wide range of
resources to help with your studies,
including books, e-books, magazines
and online resources.

A modern, well-equipped fitness centre
incorporating a fitness studio, gym
and exercise studio offering a range of
activities to students throughout the
year.

•

4G astroturf pitch, outside climbing wall
and a wide range of sports equipment.

•

The Library has a wide range of
resources to help with your study
including books, e-books, magazines
and online resources.

•

There’s a wide variety of food and drink
on offer from our Courtyard Café, so
whatever your dietary requirements, you
can find something tasty and affordable
at either campus.

•

Starbucks have outlets at both
campuses offering the same great drinks
at a cheaper rate than their High Street
outlets.

•

There is an award winning Restaurant
and Le Shop run by our Catering and
Hospitality students offering gourmet
food at excellent prices.

•

The Synergy Salon is open to all
students for an extensive range of
hairdressing services and beauty
treatments at competitive prices.

•

Little Faces Nursery provides Ofsted
‘Outstanding’ childcare facilities to
students who require support during
term time for children aged 0-4.

•

A print services room where you’ll will
find all the equipment and staff on hand
to help you produce professional quality
products at low cost, from single copies
and small one-off jobs to larger print
runs.

•

College theatre, enjoy a variety of
performances throughout the year put
on by our Creative Arts students.

•

Study Central is a large and bright open
study area with space for group and
individual study. Up on the Mezzanine
level there is access to College
computers, or you can use your own
device downstairs.

•

There’s a wide variety of food and drink
on offer from Eat Central and our new
Deli counter. So whatever your dietary
requirements, you can find something
tasty and affordable.

•

Starbucks have outlets at both
campuses offering the same great drinks
for a cheaper price than you’d pay on
the High Street.

•

On-site Print Room, you will find all the
equipment and staff on hand to help you
produce professional quality products
at low cost, from single copies and small
one-off jobs to larger print runs.

•

Student Lounge, this is a bright modern
area for students to relax and socialise,
there is a mix of soft and bench seating
and charging points for mobile devices.
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GET QUALIFIED AND
GET ON…
We have a proven record for translating
high-quality teaching and learning into
results that enable you to take your
next steps. Many of our students secure
places at leading universities, progress
on to employment, or choose to take an
Apprenticeship once finishing their course
with us.

Whether you aspire to pursue a career
in science or show-business, you’ll be
following in the footsteps of previous HSDC
alumni who have gone on to do great
things. You can find out more about the
amazing things our alumni have achieved
by visiting: hsdc.ac.uk/success.

GCSE
We successfully help students to retake their
GCSE English and Mathematics qualifications
as part of their study programme.

A LEVEL AND VOCATIONAL
In 2018, we recorded a 98.5% pass rate
for A Levels and BTECs, with 51% of those
achieving a high grade pass of A* to B/
Distinction.
In total, nearly a quarter of our students
achieved the very highest A*/A or
Distinction* grades.
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Our dedicated teaching staff and specialist
resources ensure the best possible
opportunity for students to improve their
GCSE grades from school. We have a proven
track record for helping our students achieve
GCSE results higher than the national
average for Colleges in these subjects.

Alice Neilson
Years at HSDC: 2010-2012
Subjects:
A Levels in Biology, Chemistry
and Religious Studies
Destination:
Alice studied Biomedicine
at the University of Warrick,
followed by a Master’s degree.
She is now a research scientist
for QuantuMDx.

“My teachers were more
than just great teachers,
they believed in me and
because of that I learnt
to believe in myself.”

Marley Blandford
Years at HSDC: 2011-2013
Subjects:
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in
Music Performance

“The course gave me a
taste of travelling and
playing music every day,
as well as performing
at some lovely venues
that I wouldn’t have
had a chance to play at
otherwise.”

Destination:
Marley is now a professional
musician and has had his
singles aired on BBC Radio 2
and has played on BBC Radio 1
Live Lounge. Marley won Best
Unsigned Act at Victorious
Festival 2016 and Best Solo
Artist 2016 at WOW24/7
Awards and has opened tours
for Christina Perri and Lawson.
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The programme is made up of the
following strands:
The Be Extraordinary programme is
designed to give all students the opportunity
to experience College life beyond just their
course choices. Be Extraordinary allows
students to take part in activities ranging
from sports teams and societies to Higher
Education and Employment Fairs, creating a
more vibrant student experience.
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•

Be Academic

•

Be Employable

•

Be Active

•

Be Involved

•

Be Adventurous

Whatever you study, you’ll be able to
get involved in our ‘Be Extraordinary’
programme to help you get even more out
of College life.

AIM HIGH
Aim High is a programme that develops skills
for the most committed and aspirational
students who have an average GCSE point
score of 6.5 – 8. The programme provides
support for students who wish to progress
onto competitive, prestigious and specialist
future opportunities. As part of Aim High,
students can expect:

EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION
You can create an outstanding piece of
personal study worth half an A Level
by engaging with our Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ) initiative.
As well as giving you the ability to explore
an area of study-related interest, the EPQ
will give you academic credit and a notable
addition for your growing CV. This means it
will help you stand out on your university or
job applications and interviews.

•

Arranged visits to leading universities

•

Bespoke support for Oxford and
Cambridge (Oxbridge) applications

•

Mentoring from Aim High Tutors

•

Specialist Careers Advice

The EPQ is open to all A Level and
Vocational Level 3 students who are
predicted to achieve a certain grade.

•

HE+ with the University of Cambridge.

The EPQ can be:

SUBJECT EXTRAS
If you are looking to stand out from the rest,
there are opportunities to take on additional
courses and qualifications that complement
the subjects you have chosen to study. We
encourage academic students to undertake
MOOCs (Massive Online Open Courses),
which are offered in a whole range of
interest areas. Subject extras let you explore
your passion for a chosen subject and
develop your underlying knowledge, helping
you achieve your future aspirations.

•

An extended essay of 5,000 words

•

An artefact (e.g. a piece of art or music)

•

A performance

•

A multi-media item (e.g. a short film)
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Here’s what some of the Russell Group
universities say about the EPQ:
“UCL welcomes the introduction of the
Extended Project into the curriculum,
recognising that it will develop many of
the skills necessary for successful study at
university.”

“We value the EPQ, and appreciate the hard
work that goes into completing one.”
University College London

University College London

UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS
TESTS
Some universities and some courses require
students to sit an admissions test alongside
their application to university. HSDC will
support all students through the admissions
tests process, in addition to application
support, to ensure that you are fulfilling your
potential.
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WORLD SKILLS
In some curriculum areas there is the
opportunity for you to take part in regional,
national and international competitions
which promote excellence in the field of skills
and competence development. Exceptional
students will be selected to represent HSDC,
giving you the opportunity to demonstrate
your technical abilities through completing
specific challenges either individually or in a
group.

VOLUNTEERING
HSDC offers volunteering opportunities
within the local community and further
afield. As well as helping a worthy cause,
volunteering can give you that competitive
edge on your CV alongside real work
experience in an industry that interests you.
HSDC can help you arrange a volunteering
placement that fits your aspirations.

NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP
SERVICE PROGRAMME (NCS)
The NCS is open to any students aged 16
or 17 and Level 3 Public Services students
get the opportunity to complete it as part
of their course. It involves a residential trip,
group activities, and a community project.

EVOLVE
Evolve is a student-led enterprise society
that can help students advance their
business ideas and support with funding and
mentoring. With help from lecturers, you
have the opportunity to organise events and
networking opportunities for your peers.
Past events have included a motivational
talk, Dragon’s Den workshops and a trip to
the Sky Academy Careers Lab in London.
Evolve is ideal for any student wanting
to explore their ideas or make business
connections with people inside and outside
of the College.

HIGHER EDUCATION &
EMPLOYMENT FAIR
Held annually at the end of September,
this event includes representatives from at
least 90 universities, gap year companies,
company training schemes, Apprenticeship
providers and employers. This will give you
a chance to network and find out about
different progression opportunities to help
you decide what your next steps will be.

COMPETITIVE EMPLOYMENT
School leaver programmes and internships
are for year 13 students with A Levels or
equivalent qualifications who have decided
instead to enter the world of work. There
are now School Leaver programmes in all
business sectors, from technical, commercial
to creative. HSDC’s Careers & Employability
Team are able to help you identify
opportunities that would be right for you
after completion of your course, and into
your choice of career.

CAREERS ACTIVITIES
INCLUDING EMPLOYABILITY
SKILLS WEEKS
HSDC is dedicated to ensuring that all
students progress with the tools that will
enable them to thrive after completion of
their course. Whilst studying with us you
will also gain valuable and sought-after
employability skills, through various activities
and tutorial sessions developed by the
Careers & Employability Team. HSDC offers
targeted Skills Weeks that enable you to
develop your individual skill set that will
benefit your future career.
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STUDENT UNION
& LEARNER VOICE

ENSURE YOUR VOICE IS
HEARD
Our Student Union (SU) is your chance to
help shape how the College is run for the
benefit of you and your fellow students. You
will automatically become a member of the
SU when you enrol, however, it is your choice
how much involvement you would like to
have in SU activities.
Each year you’ll be given the chance to elect
Learner Voice Representatives, Student
Union Officers and Student Governors to act
on your behalf. You may even wish to stand
for election yourself.
The SU is responsible for organising various
events throughout the year, previous years
have seen students visit places such as Harry
Potter Studios, Thorpe Park and Theatre
trips.
The SU is affiliated with the National Union
of Students, which means you can gain
access to the benefits offered by this
much larger student-interest organisation,
including many discounts:
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NUS EXTRA DISCOUNT CARD
You can purchase a National Union of
Students (NUS) discount card, which entitles
you to discounts for a range of shops,
services and attractions.
The card costs £12 for one year, £22 for two
years and £32 for three years. You can order
your card online at cards.nusextra.co.uk/
buy or in person at the SU office.

LEARNER VOICE
CONFERENCE
Once a year we’ll invite your elected Learner
Voice Representatives to our Learner Voice
Conference. The Conference gives learners
the opportunity to meet key staff to give
feedback and propose changes to benefit
the HSDC student experience.

CLUBS & SOCIETIES
Being part of our College community is just
as much about learning new knowledge and
skills, as well as meeting like-minded people
and enjoying an inspiring and creative social
experience.
That’s why we run a variety of clubs and
societies to help you engage with people,
interests and issues you care about.
Many curriculum areas run their own clubs
and societies for students. Here is an
example of some of the clubs and societies
available to all students at HSDC:

E&D SOCIETY (INCLUDING
LGBT AND GENDER
EQUALITY)
This group meets regularly to discuss issues
such as sexuality, gender identity, gender
equality and inequality, enabling you to
explore this central theme in society. The
College has a strong partnership with Y
Services and is the proud to be the host
venue for their LGBT Support Group
managed by their team of expert youth
workers.

STUDENT AMBASSADOR
SCHEME
As part of our Student Ambassador scheme
you’ll have the chance to meet new people
and develop your knowledge and skills.
Being a Student Ambassador is a great way
to boost your employability, and will look
great on any UCAS application.
As part of this programme we’ll give you the
opportunity to:
•

Get involved in College events

•

Visit local schools to talk about your
College experience

•

Help future HSDC students take their
next step

•

Receive rewards for being involved

All students are able to apply to become a
HSDC Student Ambassador at enrolment.
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COMBINED CADET FORCE
The Combined Cadet Force (CCF)
programme is available to all Havant & South
Downs College students, no matter what
they are studying. Although students wear
a military uniform during specific activities,
you do not have to be aspiring to join a
military service.
Adventurous activities include:
•

Fieldcraft

•

Expedition training

•

Shooting

•

Sports

CCF has been recognised as a first class,
extracurricular activity for the development
of young people. CCF provides exciting
opportunities to exercise responsibility and
leadership in a disciplined environment. You
will have the opportunity to improve your
general fitness and wellbeing, as well as build
strong friendships.
Cadet training takes place during weekly
parades in College and this is supplemented
with the following:
•

Whole-day field days

•

Weekend training

•

Adventure training sessions

•

Annual camps and courses run by the
Armed Forces and volunteers

At Havant & South Downs College we offer
both uniformed and non-uniformed musters,
meaning that those students who want to
get involved and participate in activities are
able to without the need for uniforms.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Develop work-ready skills and build your
CV with the Duke of Edinburgh Award at
our Havant Campus. Working towards your
Bronze, Silver or Gold Award is a chance to
get involved in voluntary work, be part of a
team and help develop your organisational
skills – all excellent preparation for university
and beyond.

KEEP PLAYING THE SPORTS
YOU ENJOY
Whether you want to continue playing
sports you enjoy or you want to try
something new, we offer a wide range of
sporting activities through our sports teams
and clubs. There is the option to get involved
for fun and fitness, and you may also be
given the opportunity to compete at a high
level against local and national College
teams.
Sports teams and activities are open to all
students, regardless of whether you are
studying a sports-related course.
In terms of facilities we have a modern,
well-equipped Fitness Centre incorporating
a gym and exercise studios. An internationalstandard floodlit hockey pitch, 4G astroturf
football pitch, outside climbing wall, two
grass football pitches, additional training
grounds and two large sports halls. We use
Havant Park for cricket and play rugby at
Havant Rugby Club, we also play some of
our academy 1st team fixtures at Havant &
Waterlooville FC.

Here is an example of the sports teams and
activities available at the College:
•

Athletics

•

Badminton

•

Basketball

•

Cricket

•

Football

•

Hockey

•

Netball

•

Rugby

•

Swimming

•

Table Tennis

•

Trampolining

•

Volleyball

To get involved in playing the sports you
love, complete a team sports form during
enrolment telling us what sport you would
like to take part in.
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EDUCATIONAL AND
RESIDENTIAL TRIPS
College life isn’t just about what goes
on inside the classroom. We know that
to maximise student life you need to
experience the real world, putting the
theories you study into practice. That’s why
we work hard to provide travel opportunities
every year.
Past trips have seen students visit the
following national and international locations:
• Gambia
• New York City, USA
• Washington, DC, USA
• CERN, Switzerland
• Berlin, Germany
• Copenhagen, Denmark
• Barcelona, Spain
• Madrid, Spain
• Auschwitz, Poland

184 HSDC Prospectus Be More

PHYSICS STUDENTS TAKE A
TRIP TO GENEVA
A Level Physics students took a three-day
trip to Geneva to visit the world famous
research centre CERN.
Twenty-seven students, enjoyed the historic
old town and two science-based museums,
as well as an outing to the Mont Saleve
cable car which took the group 1100m up
for an incredible view over the city, lake and
surrounding mountains.
Lecturer Geoffrey Whittington said: “At
CERN we saw the exhibitions which show
what particle physics is trying to do, the
workings of the particle detectors, computer
systems and some historic pieces of
equipment.
“We had lunch in the huge on-site canteen
where scientists and engineers were
discussing their work in teams. Then we had
a talk about the physics of the research by
a retired scientist followed by a visit to see
how the huge magnet sections of the LHC
are tested.

POLITICS STUDENTS VISIT
WASHINGTON DC
Sixteen A Level Politics students visited
Washington, DC, where they took their
knowledge out of the classroom and into the
iconic White House.

I think the students have gained an
appreciation of the huge European
collaboration behind CERN, as well as a view
of a very cultural foreign city.”

Lecturer Andros Xiourouppa led his 13th visit
to the capital city as well as to the state of
Virginia from 21 to 25 February, touring a
number of US institutions that the students
are currently studying at HSDC.
Andros said: “The highlights of the visit
were a tour of the East Wing of the White
House, an intern-led tour of the United
States Congress courtesy of the Office of
Senator Jeanne Shaheen and an excursion
to President Thomas Jefferson’s home,
Monticello, near Charlottesville in Virginia.
“They were treated to an interesting
explanation of the architecture of the house
and the issue of slavery in 18/19th century
Virginia.
The group of students also spent time
looking at the US Constitution and other
documents together with a contemporary
retrospective on the Vietnam War at the
US National Archives. The whole trip both
complemented and extended the knowledge
and understanding that the students have of
American politics.”
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From the moment you begin your studies
our Careers & Employability Team will
encourage you to look ahead at launching
the career you want. Your career aspirations
are very much at the heart of what we do
and we’re on-hand to support you from
your early days of transition to College,
through your time at Havant & South Downs
College and beyond – we will give you the
information you need, when you need it.
You will receive personalised support
including one-to-one guidance and a range
of events, trips and initiatives to help you on
your way. We pride ourselves on providing a
consistent, first class service. Over the years
we’ve helped thousands of students in your
position achieve their goals, whether you’re
aiming for a place at a prestigious university,
a competitive school leaver programme,
Apprenticeship or employment.
Our highly experienced team work according
to the advice and frameworks put forward
by the Careers Development Institute (CDI).
This means you can be sure you’re receiving
impartial advice and guidance throughout
your time at College. The Careers &
Employability Team hold the Matrix quality
standard, which reflects our professional and
knowledgeable ethos.
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HOW OUR CAREERS SERVICE
CAN HELP YOU:
BEFORE STARTING COLLEGE:

AFTER YOU LEAVE:

•

Drop-in careers advice clinic at our
Open Evenings

•

Careers support for university
applications

•

Information, advice and guidance at
some of your school events

•

Careers support for CVs and job
applications

•

E-guidance and phone guidance

WHILE YOU ARE HERE:
•

Careers education programme
embedded through tutorials, including
employability skills

•

One-to-one careers guidance interviews

•

Drop-in clinics

•

Careers events, workshops and talks,
including speakers from industry

•

Guidance on work experience and
volunteering

•

Programme of support for applying to
university, including studying abroad

•

Gap year advice

•

Support for CV writing and job
applications

•

Apprenticeship and job search support

•

Publications and handouts to support
you

•

Interest area-specific blogs to keep
students informed

•

Results day advice and guidance

WHAT DO OUR STUDENTS
SAY?
“The Careers & Employability Team is great…
They’re so incredibly supportive.”
“The Careers & Employability Team is beyond
amazing and always goes above-and-beyond
to help me with frequent contact and
updates.”
‘’A very supportive and knowledgeable team
who offer the guidance to start you off on
the path you wish to take. Last summer
I undertook two weeks work experience,
a placement that was publicised by the
Careers & Employability Team, who then
helped throughout the process to liaise
with the employer ensuring I got the best
experience possible. I believe my time at the
placement will give me a greater advantage
against other candidates. It is also good
to know that they are there after my time
at College, to support with any issues or
problems I may have – including university
places.’’
Past students at the College have gone on
to realise their career aspirations. Examples
include a BA pilot, an Antarctic survey
research scientist, a TV producer and an
England Hockey player. So whatever you
want to do in the future, this College is a
proven springboard to success.

Careers & Employability HSDC Prospectus 187

UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE
PROCESS
There are several key stages to joining HSDC.
Here’s our guide to what you should be
doing and when:

YEAR 10 TASTER DAYS

SEPTEMBER 2018

We offer Taster Days to Year 10 students
who may be interested in joining us after
leaving school. Taster Days give you the
opportunity to explore our Campus facilities,
experience College life and find out more
information about our courses.

FIND OUT ABOUT THE
COLLEGE

Taster Days run towards the end of the
academic year, and you’ll have your own
programme based on your preferred
subjects. To find out more, please email
tasterdays@hsdc.ac.uk

By reading our prospectus, visiting our
website and following our social media
pages, you can gain an insight of what life at
HSDC will be like. We will also be visiting a
number of schools to deliver assemblies and
speak about College options at careers fairs.

APPLYING
You can complete your application online
at our website hsdc.ac.uk and you can find
instructions about this process on page 86
of this prospectus.
We accept applications at any time of year,
but to avoid disappointment we encourage
applicants to submit them in the Autumn
term.
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AUTUMN TERM 2018:

STUDENT SHADOWING

OPEN EVENINGS

We offer Student Shadowing to Year 11
students who wish to experience particular
subjects at College either before or after
applying. You can shadow up to two
subjects, and once you have informed us
of your chosen subjects, we will match
you to one of our current students on
the same programme. If you would like to
take part in Student Shadowing, you will
get to experience real College lessons.
To find out more about this, please email
studentshadowing@hsdc.ac.uk

Thursday 11 October: South
Downs Campus, 5 - 8pm
Wednesday 17 October: Havant
Campus, 5 - 8pm
OPEN MORNING
Saturday 10 November: Havant
& South Downs Campuses,
10am - 1pm
Open Evenings are prime opportunities for
you and your parents to meet our lecturers
and students, tour our facilities, get a feel for
the atmosphere at the College and ask any
questions.
During Open Evenings staff will also be
on-hand to provide information on careers,
learning support, transport and student
finance.

JANUARY 2019:
KEEPING IN TOUCH

YOUR INTERVIEW
Once we have received your application you
will be invited for your interview. This will be
relatively informal, giving you the chance to
discuss your Study Programme and find out
more about the College.

After you have accepted your place we’ll
keep you up-to-date with all the latest
news and events at the College via email.
Therefore, please make sure you provide us
with your most current email address.

If you apply to study A Levels your interview
will be at our Havant Campus, if you apply to
do a Vocational course then your interview
will be at the South Downs Campus.
Once you have completed your interview
and an appropriate Study Programme has
been agreed, we will most likely offer you a
place.
You can choose to confirm your place at the
interview or send us your acceptance a few
days later.
Preparing for College HSDC Prospectus 189

SPRING TERM 2019:

GCSE RESULTS DAY

OPEN EVENINGS

This is when you will finally discover how
you have performed in your GCSEs. You will
be given the opportunity to discuss your
options and make any adjustments to your
plans at your enrolment interview shortly
after GCSE results day.

Tuesday 26 February: South
Downs Campus, 5 - 7.30pm
Wednesday 6 March: Havant
Campus, 5 - 7.30pm
This is a further opportunity for you and your
parents to explore our facilities, meet our
lecturers and students and ask any further
questions about College life at HSDC.

MAY 2019:
YOUR GCSES
This is when your GCSE exams begin. We
wish you good luck with these and hope you
achieve your maximum potential.

ENROLMENT INTERVIEW
During this interview we will help you to
decide your final Study Programme. Do not
worry if your results are not what you were
expecting as we can discuss alternative
courses or options with you. Please
remember to bring your exam results with
you to the interview.

JULY 2019:

SEPTEMBER 2019:

NEW STUDENT FESTIVAL

START WITH US

In July, after your GCSE exams have finished,
you will be invited to attend our New
Student Festival. This is an ideal opportunity
for you to: meet your lecturers, make new
friends, attend your subject areas, find out
about enrichment opportunities and attend
our New Student Festival in the afternoon.

You’ll start at HSDC early in September 2019.
Your first day will include an official welcome
from your Personal Tutor and a Freshers
Fair where you can sign up to clubs and
societies.

AUGUST 2019:
PRE-ENROLMENT
INFORMATION
Once you have confirmed your place with
us, we’ll write to you over the summer
to arrange an enrolment interview. The
interview will take place after you receive
your GCSE results.
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The Student Finance & Travel Team offer
support and guidance to all students to
ensure you get the best out of your time
at College. The team are able to provide
information on:
•

Transport routes to College

•

Bus and Rail passes

•

Financial assistance towards essential
related equipment, uniform and trips

•

Free student meals

•

Childcare

•

The Vulnerable Bursary

•

Travel Updates

•

Discretionary support for those
experiencing any barriers to learning

Please visit hsdc.ac.uk/travel-finance for full
information.
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STUDENT FINANCE AND
TRAVEL SCHEME 2018/19
BUS PASSES (NON-MEANS
TESTED)
All students across both campuses are
eligible to purchase an online discounted
student bus pass through the First Group
and Stagecoach websites.
A travel subsidy towards online bus passes
may be available to Full Time students who
are aged between 16-19, depending on
the postcode area you live in. The amount
received will be based on where you live and
the bus pass you need to get to the Campus
you will be studying at.

BUS PASSES (MEANS TESTED)
The College may completely pay for a
student’s bus pass if you live beyond 0.5
miles of the College, are studying a Full Time
course and either you or your parent is in
receipt of an income based benefit.
An application will need to be completed
and an eligible proof of benefit provided. Bus
Passes can be collected from the Student
Finance and Travel Office.

TRAINS (NON-MEANS
TESTED)
HSDC attracts students from a large
geographical area and we are keen to reduce
the costs for students travelling to us. We
have negotiated specially reduced priced rail
passes with South Western Railway. During
the summer, parents or students can apply
for a ticket from the College and pay us
directly. Once all orders are in, the tickets will
be sent to HSDC and students can collect
them from the Student Finance and Travel
Office.
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TRAINS (MEANS TESTED)
Students who wish to use the train to travel
to College who would normally be entitled
to a College funded bus pass may have the
equivalent value of the bus pass for their
area deducted from the termly train pass.
If a student opts for a bus pass there will
be no upfront cost required. However, if
you choose a train pass you will have to
pay the remainder of the train pass after
the reduction from South Western Railway
and the value of the bus pass has been
deducted.

FREE STUDENT MEALS
Students will receive an allocated amount
per timetabled day for Free Student Meals,
where an out of work benefit is received.
This can be spent in the College’s refectories.

COLLEGE DISCRETIONARY
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
HSDC recognises that there are some
circumstances where a student may be
experiencing financial difficulty, but the
household is not in receipt of an income
based benefit. The College may be able
to help in order to make your College
experience a successful one, please speak
to a member of the Student Finance and
Travel Team if you could benefit from this
additional assistance.

WISEPAY
Wisepay is HSDC’s convenient way for
students to pay for food, drink and printing.
The contactless smart card can also be used
to buy uniform, equipment and pay for trips.
You can find out more about Wisepay on
enrolment.

COLLEGE DISCRETIONARY
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

CHILDCARE

The College travel application will also cover
the College’s ‘Financial Assistance Scheme’,
which may be required to support a student
with essential course related items such
as uniform, trips, books, assessment fees,
Higher Education visits, DBS costs, childcare
costs, equipment and kits.

If you are a parent under 20 and want to
start or continue learning at Havant & South
Downs College, there may be help available
for you. Through the Government’s ‘Care
to Learn’ scheme, you may be eligible for
help with childcare costs. Care to Learn is
designed to give you support whilst you
enjoy your studies worry-free. Provision is
also in place for parents over the age of 20.

For more information visit hsdc.
ac.uk or contact the Student Finance
and Travel Support Team by emailing
studentfinanceandtravel@hsdc.ac.uk

HEALTH & WELLBEING

ADDITIONAL LEARNING
SUPPORT
If you think you might benefit from extra
support to help you to reach your full
potential, then our Additional Learning
Support team is here for you.
We have a team of highly qualified and
experienced staff to provide specialist
support and guidance to develop your
study skills, such as essay writing, time
management and revision planning.
The support sessions are open to all
students and run weekly at convenient times
to fit in with your timetable. Small group
sessions, one-to-one opportunities and drop
in sessions are available.
Please note: it’s important that you let us
know early in the academic year if you
require extra assistance. This will enable
us to ensure that we can make necessary
arrangements to help you get the most out
of your learning.

We understand that moving into Further
Education can be a challenging time that
may present a range of uncertainties and
difficult choices, both personally and in your
studies.
That’s why we have a dedicated Health &
Wellbeing Team on-hand to listen and help
with any issues you might face.
Our team is here to offer information, advice
and guidance and put you in touch with
specialist help – or just to talk things through
in quiet surroundings.
Medical advice can also be obtained from
our qualified nurses.

RELIGIOUS SUPPORT
We have a multi-faith room available
for students, offering space for prayers,
reflection and guidance either individually
or in small groups. The Chaplaincy Service
is open to students of all faiths or none. Our
Chaplain attending the College provides
opportunity for an informal chat and
encourages multi-faith dialogue.
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TRAVELLING BY CAR
The College has free car parking available
at both campuses. There are also areas for
mopeds, motorbikes and bicycles.

FOR YOUR SAT NAV
Havant Campus: New Road, Havant,
Hampshire, PO9 1QL
South Downs Campus: College Road,
Waterlooville, Hampshire, PO7 8AA

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
We work closely with local transport
providers to ensure our students can easily
get to College. You can find details of the
travel routes and timetables plus lots of
other useful information about travelling to
College on www.hsdc.ac.uk/travel

2 miles

TRAVELLING BY BUS
The College is located on all the main bus
routes from Portsmouth, Chichester and
Fareham. There are many services serving
the South Downs Campus. The Havant
Campus is a short 10 minute walk from the
main Havant bus station.

TRAVELLING BY TRAIN
Havant Campus is easily accessible by train,
being located just a 5-10 minute walk from
Havant railway station. The South Downs
campus can be reached by train with only
a short bus ride from Havant or Cosham
railway stations.
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