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10 
REASONS

01 Excellent start to your professional career 
Knowing what career you would like to embark on is 
challenging. Apprenticeships give you the opportunity to 
gain the experience, qualification and wages. You’ll get your 
foot in the door with a business and start your professional 
career in your chosen field.
Don’t be misinformed, Apprenticeships are not just aimed at 
those of a young age. In fact, anybody over the age of 16 and 
not in full-time education will be considered for one of our 
opportunities!

02 Earn a salary 
Apprenticeships give you the opportunity to earn money 
whilst undergoing training and developing new skills. 
The National Apprenticeship Minimum Wage is currently 
£3.50 an hour, regardless of age, for the first year of an 
Apprenticeship. However, businesses we work with tend to 
pay beyond the minimum rate.



03 Gain the support you need to do well 
At HSDC, we pride ourselves on providing you with a high 
level of support and guidance right from the start of your 
Apprenticeship journey. We work closely with employers to 
secure Apprenticeship vacancies in a variety of sectors, after 
you’ve started your Apprenticeship our assessors ensure that 
you’re on track to complete your Apprenticeship and make 
the most of the opportunities available to you. We make 
sure that your individual needs and requirements are met, 
tailoring the programme to you as our apprentice.

04 Receive top-quality teaching and learning 
You’ll be taught by subject experts with years of industry 
experience, who are passionate about helping you succeed. 
Over the years, both our lecturers and assessors’ drive and 
enthusiasm has helped thousands of students meet their 
challenges and exceed their targets.



05 Wide range Apprenticeship opportunities 
There are a wide range of Apprenticeship courses on offer, 
which continues to expand! HSDC works with a range of 
employers in various different sectors who want to train 
apprentices and support your progression into employment. 
You can now study an Intermediate or Advanced 
Apprenticeship and work your way up to higher and even 
degree level Apprenticeships.

06 Practical, relevant training and experience 
An Apprenticeship with HSDC will help you to secure 
employment in a working environment. Gaining a 
qualification and practical experience means that you will 
have the skills needed to progress further in your chosen 
industry. Job relevant qualifications allow you to learn in the 
same environment you are working in, whilst also receiving 
training from industry qualified assessors.



07 Strong relationship with employers 
Havant & South Downs College have formed great working 
relationships with well-know employers, such as: Saab 
Seaeye, Formaplex, Hampshire County Council, Portsmouth 
Football Club, QA Hospital and Fuller’s. Due to the support 
of these employers and many other businesses we pride 
ourselves in working with, we are the fastest growing 
provider in Hampshire. This means even more opportunities 
available to you.

08 Become part of our College community 
From the outset, you’ll share an outstanding learning 
experience alongside like-minded people who are also 
pushing themselves to achieve their best. Our vibrant dual 
campus community is the ideal place to enjoy a stimulating 
and social learning experience that will help you grow as a 
person whilst developing your new knowledge and skills.



09 Travel to us easily
You’ll have no trouble getting to and from College thanks to 
extensive network of bus and rail routes. Currently students 
travel to us from right across Hampshire, Surrey and West 
Sussex.

10 Secure your next steps  
Nearly all apprentices feel that they acquire or improve 
skills as a direct result of their Apprenticeship. The majority 
of apprentices in work felt that their Apprenticeship had a 
positive impact on their career, the majority of apprentices 
in fact - over 90% of apprentices go into work or Further 
Education on completion of their Apprenticeship.



APPRENTICESHIP 
SUCCESS STORY
Chloe Hutchins began her Apprenticeship at HSDC in 2016, and after working 
in a few different departments she found her feet in the College Business 
Development Team, helping other apprentices like herself discover their potential. 

Chloe completed her Apprenticeship in October 2017, and was offered a full-
time permanent position as a Business Development Administrator, where 
she organises events such as the Business Breakfast and supports National 
Apprenticeship Week.

In February 2018 Chloe was awarded the title of 
‘Highly Commended Apprentice of the Year’ at 
The News Business Excellence Awards 2018.

Chloe said: “It was an amazing evening, there 
was such a lovely atmosphere and everyone was 
really lovely.  It was nice to be able to celebrate 
the success of so many different organisations.

“I felt extremely honoured to have been given the 
title ‘Highly Commended Apprentice of The Year’ 
– I certainly wasn’t expecting it!”

      But it was Chloe’s determination and hard              
work that proved to be key to her nomination.

She continued: “I have been told that I had 
shown a lot of commitment throughout my 
Apprenticeship and that I was always willing to 
go the extra mile. Even before I learned how to 
drive I always managed to find a way to get in for 
the Business Breakfasts and other events.

“For people considering taking on an 
Apprenticeship – I would say go for it, it is a big 
commitment, but it can open a lot of doors for 
you.”
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What are you waiting for? If an Apprenticeship with HSDC 
is something you are interested in, find out how you can get 
involved by visiting our website HSDC.ac.uk/apprentice or 
contacting the Apprenticeship Team on 023 9387 9999


